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8301 Valley Creek Road
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Requested Action

1.

Introductions

Information

2.

Consent Items
a. Summary of January 10, 2019 Meeting*
b. Checks and Claims*

Approval

3.

Kellogg Bridge and 4th Street Letters of Support

Discussion

4.

Financial Oversight and Administrative Process

Discussion

5.

2019 Peer Region Visit – San Diego Recap

Information

6.

Project Updates*
a. Project Development Activities
b. BRTOD Project Update
c. Communications Update

Information
Information
Information

7.

Media Articles

Information

8.

Next Meeting
July 11, 2019 4:00-5:30 PM, Woodbury City Hall

Information

9.

Adjourn

Approval

*Attachments

For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

January 10, 2019 Meeting Summary
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room
Members
Stan Karwoski
Rafael Ortega
Anne Burt
Jane Prince
Paul Reinke
Bryan Smith
Tami Fahey
ALTERNATE MEMBERS
Victoria Reinhardt, Alternate
Lisa Weik, Alternate
Lori Pulkrabek, Alternate
Amy Scoggins, Alternate
Richard Glasgow, Alternate

Agency
Washington County
Ramsey County
Woodbury
St Paul
Oakdale
Maplewood
Lakeland
Ramsey County
Washington County
Oakdale
Woodbury
Lakeland

Ex‐Officio Members
Mike Amundson
Paris Dunning
Shannon Watson
Ed Shukle
Randy Kopesky
Bill Burns
Tim Ramberg
Doug Stang
Jason Lott

Agency
Baytown Township
East Side Area Business Association
Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce
Landfall Village
Lakeland Shores
Oakdale Area Chamber of Commerce
WI Gateway Coalition
3M
Woodbury Chamber of Commerce

Others
Jan Lucke
Emily Jorgensen
Joe Ayers‐Johnson
Chris Beckwith
Brian McClung
Don Arambula
Jason Graf
Mike Rogers
Tabatha Hansen
Rick Barstow
Josh Straka
Janelle Schmitz
Tom Cook

Agency
Washington County
Washington County
Washington County
Gold Line Project Office
MZA + Co.
Crandall Arambula
Crandall Arambula
Ramsey County
Washington County
Fractional Toy Store ‐ Oakdale
Office of Betty McCollum
City of Woodbury
Metropolitan State University

For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Present
X
X
X
X
X
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X

Linda Stanton

Woodbury Resident

Agenda Item 1. Introductions
Introductions were made by those present.
Chair Karwoski acknowledged former Woodbury Mayor Giuliani Stephens and thanked her for
her service to the Partners and on the Policy Advisory Committee.
Agenda Item 2. 2019 Elections
Item 2a. Chair of Commission
Item 2b. Vice Chair of the Commission
Motion made by Mayor Reinke to confirm Commissioner Karwoski as Chair of the Commission.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ortega. All were in favor. Approved. Motion
carried.
Motion made by Chair Karwoski to confirm Commissioner Ortega as Vice Chair. The motion was
seconded by Councilmember Prince. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item 3. Consent Items
Item 3a. and 3b. Summary of October 11, 2018 Meeting and Checks and Claims
Motion made by Commissioner Ortega to approve consent item 3a. The motion was seconded
by Councilmember Smith. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Motion made by Commissioner Ortega to approve consent item 3b. The motion was seconded
by Councilmember Smith. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item 4. 2019 Partners Work Plan and Budget
Washington County Planning Director Jan Lucke directed members to the packet for changes to
work plan. She indicated that both changes focus on adding legislative strategy and
coordination to the Partners’ work plan. Lucke stated that last session didn’t have as many
opportunities, but that there were two big potential opportunities for this year.
 City of St. Paul requesting funding for Kellogg Bridge.
o Not explicitly a part of Gold Line project, but important to the success, as the
bus collocates here.
o Could present a schedule delay if the timing is not in sync with the Gold Line
project.
 Washington County is looking to request funding for roadway lanes and
bike/pedestrian lanes for a reconstructed 4th St bridge
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

o State funding would allow us to rebuild bridge and perhaps lead to federal
money.
Commissioner Ortega asked whether two motions would be appropriate or one. Commissioner
Ortega suggested Councilmember Prince could make a motion to support a legislative ask for
the Kellogg Bridge and Mayor Reinke could make a motion to support a legislative ask for the
Oakdale Bridge.
Councilmember Prince made a motion for board support of the City of St. Paul’s request for
funding for the Kellogg Bridge in the State Legislature. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Ortega. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Mayor Reinke made a motion that collaboration between Washington County and Oakdale
regarding the funding and expansion of the 4th Street Bridge be a part of the Gold Line Partners
2019 work plan and budget. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ortega. All were in
favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Ms. Lucke brought attention to another, related work plan item. The 2019 revenues and
expenditures will be $60,000 less than the anticipated actuals for 2018 thanks to the work
becoming more streamlined and lower expenditures. Therefore, there will be a reduction in the
fees collected from Ramsey and Washington County Regional Rail Authority in 2019. The
allocations remain largely the same, although the communications budget has been dropped in
addition to reductions in financial oversight and legal policy development. Revenues and
expenditures are both reduced in the 2019 work plan and budget.
Ms. Lucke pointed out the work plan does continue to support items like consultation with New
Starts funding specialist Jeff Booth, who will advise the Gold Line Project on how best to work
with FTA and gain the appropriate federal approvals the project needs to move forward. Mr.
Booth was not used as much in 2018, but 2019 is a year in which we may need more assistance.
The Chair opened the floor for questions.
Commissioner Karwoski commented it makes sense to lower the budget and approved of the
approach and expertise of Mr. Booth, which he views as a wise investment.
Mayor Reinke commended the financial responsibility of the board, and commented that this
was a good opportunity to publicly acknowledge the project’s responsible use of public funds, if
an appropriate way to do so could be identified.
There was general agreement on that point.
Shannon Watson made a motion to approve work plan and budget. The motion was seconded
by Mayor Reinke. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Later in the meeting, staff noticed an error in motioning during this agenda item – Ms. Watson
is an ex‐oficio board member, and ex‐officio members cannot make motions. The items were
revisited, resulting in the following:
Councilmember Smith moved to approve the work plan and budget. The motion was seconded
by Councilmember Prince. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item 5. 2019 Insurance Renewal
Ms. Lucke presented the annual insurance renewal to the board. The premium for 2018 was
$3,068, and was included in the approved budget. The board’s risk manager recommended that
Partners not waive limits of the statutory tort limit.
Commissioner Ortega made a motion to continue insurance through the League of Minnesota
Cities and to not waive the statutory tort limits. Councilmember Smith seconded the motion. All
were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item 6. BRTOD Presentation
Don Arambula, of Crandall Arambula consultants, gave a progress report on the Bus Rapid
Transit Oriented Development Plan process. The BRTOD plan focuses on the half mile around
each station, including station access and land use.
Of the four phases, almost all have been completed. Stakeholder engagement has been
conducted in person, at community meetings and opening houses, as well as online and via
social media. The entire project has been very collaborative with the project office and
Partners.
The corridor wide vision is three‐part: (1) to be multimodal, (2) to increase ridership, and (3) to
achieve development potential. Ultimately, it comes down to livability and creating great places
that people want to be.
Each station was assigned a typology that expresses the diversity of the stations, but together
create a unified whole. First and foremost, people who live in the corridor need to be served.
Four typologies:
‐ Neighborhood
‐ Mixed use
‐ Employment
‐ Commerce
Mr. Arambula then presented about the access hierarchy for stations, including:
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

‐
‐
‐
‐

Corridor trail
Collector trail
Station access
Neighborhood access

The deliverables are as follow:
‐ Station assessments
‐ Vision
‐ Circulation plans
‐ Development plans
‐ Implementation recommendations
Each city will receive a completed set of documents, which will be delivered by end of February.
Mr. Arambula summarized some of the characteristics and features of specific stations.
Mr. Arambula went over development plans and outlined what needs to be done next. He
stated that equitable growth and anti‐displacement strategies need to be put in place. It is
important to consider St. Paul home and storefront improvement plans and not price out
residents. Additional planning needs to be done with MnDOT parcels. Also, missing middle
housing studies should be considered.
For circulation plans, a feasibility study needs to be conducted. Consider enhancement
improvements, such as trails, that may need lighting and landscaping. Capital improvement
plans need to be integrated. Important to coordinate with the Metropolitan Council regional
bike and pedestrian network plans.
Mr. Arambula summarized the benefits of the plan:
‐ $1.3 billion in private investment
‐ New daily riders to be determined
‐ Over 50% annual fuel savings for residents
o $725 a year per household
‐ Annual green dividend per station
o $4 million recirculated locally
o 25% reduction in vehicle miles
The floor was then opened to questions or comments.
Mayor Burt commented that she thought that Woodbury had a third station. Ms. Lucke
informed the group that the Met Council Technical Advisory Committee recently took an action
to amend the Transportation Policy Plan to include the third station in Woodbury, but it has not
been formally approved, as of yet.
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Commissioner Ortega asked how the new station will affect the budget. Ms. Lucke stated that
the proposal is to remove the structured parking facility at Woodbury Theatre site and instead
build two surface lots. Therefore, there are no additional costs.
Councilmember Smith asked where the third station would be. Ms. Lucke informed the group
that it would be right next to the 494 freeway, about a block away from the current terminus.
The thought was that the station could serve as a location to consolidate express bus riders and
offered an opportunity to bring two needs together in a larger vision, including a potential
future slip ramp onto 494.
Chair Karwoski mentioned that this new station could bring high visibility for the Gold Line. May
draw more riders with increased visibility.
Councilmember Smith asked whether this will impact the environmental study. Ms. Lucke
stated that it would not.
Councilmember Prince stated that property owners there would be concerned with the
renderings of the stations. They might see the renderings and think that the project is wiping
out entire areas of the neighborhood. Mr. Arambula responded that the renderings have been
vetted with community members and St. Paul staff members, and that they are not finalized
plans. He expressed that he wants to make sure that concerns are addressed.

Agenda Item 7. Peer Region Visit – San Diego
Item 7a. Itinerary
Item 7b. Stipend Allocation
Joe Ayers‐Johnson introduced the upcoming trip to San Diego to visit the newly opened South
Bay Rapid BRT line. He summarized the trip itinerary, highlighting different parts of the system
the group would be looking at including security, design, Transit‐Oriented Development, and
transit/pedestrian bridges over freeways. The tour includes guided and self‐guided tours.
Mr. Ayers‐Johnson then opened the floor for questions.
Commissioner Ortega asked for specifics about addresses for arrivals. Mr. Ayers‐Johnson stated
a packet would be provided in the upcoming weeks that included those specifics.
Chair Karwoski asked if elected officials could be available during the tour. Mr. Ayers‐ Johnson
responded that the group is in talks with partners in San Diego, and that he would let them
know that that was something they hoped could be arranged.

For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Councilmember Smith confirmed that former Mayor Slawik would no longer be joining the trip
and that there is currently no Maplewood representation, but they are searching for a
replacement. That replacement could be a representative or a local resident.
Ms. Lucke presented the list of attendees, highlighting those who would be receiving stipends
from the Gold Line Partners, including a handful of members from the Gold Line Community
Business Advisory Committee.
Ms. Lucke asked Chair and Vice‐Chair for approval to authorize additional stipends on a first
come, first served basis upon a priority system of (1) cities who have yet to identify anyone, (2)
community members and organizations, or (3) additional city and county representatives.
Commissioner Ortega made a motion to approve that prioritization for additional stipends.
Mayor Reinke seconded. No additional discussion was made about the additional stipends. All
were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Mr. Ayers‐Johnson presented a list of questions pertinent to the Gold Line to forward to the
partners in San Diego. He reviewed the changes that had been made since the packet had been
produced. He then requested feedback on the list of questions.
Commissioner Weik asked about adding a question about bringing bicycles onto the vehicle,
rather than the front of the bus. It was added to the list of questions.
Chair Karwoski recommended sending the list of questions to those going on the trip for
feedback. Staff agreed to do so.
Agenda Item 8. Project Updates
a. Project Development Activities
Gold Line Project Manager Chris Beckwith introduced project updates for the past year. She
introduced the new Gold Line map. She stated that they are amending the Transportation
Policy Plan to go from 10 stations to 21 stations. This is because of the addition of the enhanced
bus stops in downtown St. Paul. They are currently working on capital cost estimate and
operating costs.
Ms. Beckwith stated that they are about halfway through project development phase and are
on schedule. Beckwith explained project development costs expended to date. 34.6% has been
expended and they are about 47% through project development. Ms. Beckwith walked through
a presentation to bring attention to the good work that happened this year.
Mayor Reinke asked whether Helmo/Bielenberg and 4th street bridges were included in cost.
Ms. Beckwith stated that the Helmo/Bielenberg bridge is included in the $420 million cost, but
there is a question as to whether the roadway itself is eligible for a federal match. Ms. Lucke
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

jumped in to explain the regional solicitation process to the group, and how it could be used to
fund the bridge, and also be used as match to federal funds.
Commissioner Weik asked whether we are at a hard stop with the federal government
shutdown, or if there was anything we can do to move ahead during shutdown.
Ms. Beckwith informed the group that the project was at a hard stop with the environmental
review, but that the project was still moving forward on design. There is a handful of Federal
Transit Administration staff still working, but Small Starts staff are not deemed critical.
b. BRTOD Project Update
Ms. Lucke invited consultants to speak about upcoming BRTOD meetings. The consultants
spoke about the meetings, highlighting a January 16th meeting for District 1 Community
Council. On January 28th, the Maplewood BRTOD plan will be presented to the City Council. On
February 18th, a meeting with District 4. Finally, on February 26th, a presentation for the joint
cities of Landfall and Oakdale.
c. Communications Update
Brian McClung presented the communications update. He stated that Minnesota currently has
a divided legislature, the only state in the nation. It is the first time since 1914 that this has
happened. The upcoming legislative session should be active and noisy. Transportation and
transit will be a hot topic. Gas tax and transit will be a large part of the Governor’s plan. There
are a lot of new members, and a lot of new educating to be done. The three Minnesota house
seats that are closest to the Gold Line have new legislators. The communications team has been
scheduling meetings with these representatives and working to educate them about Gold Line
Partners.
Social media has seen growth on Facebook and Twitter. The top tweets have been about
autonomous vehicles and what the Sun Ray area may look like in the future. Facebook currently
has 904 likes.
New coalition has been formed, called “Keep MN Moving”. They are advocating on transit
broadly and focusing on four areas in particular:
‐ Advancing modern Arterial BRT
‐ Improve current bus system
‐ Fully funding greater MN transit needs
‐ Fully funding Metro Transit core needs
There seems to be a broader approach to funding transit at the capital, which bodes well for
the Gold Line. The mood in general is upbeat, pragmatic, and trying to avoid being like the
federal government.
For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Chair Karwoski asked if there was an opportunity to get funding for the Gold Line from the state
of MN with the new Governor.
Mr. McClung stated that Gov. Walz emphasized interconnectedness of MN transportation. He
interpreted this as a positive sign that Gov. Walz understands how Metro region transit is
impactful to the whole state.
Commissioner Ortega emphasized that Ramsey County would take the position that the whole
transit system is important, not just the Gold Line. Ramsey County would lobby for the entire
system, but not any one specific line.
Agenda Item 9. Media Articles
Chair Karwoski presented an article that appeared in the Woodbury paper, which listed the
Gold Line as one of its top ten stories of the year. It shed a positive light on the Gold Line.

Agenda Item 10. Adjourn
Commissioner Ortega made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Reinke. Approved.

For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.

Agenda Item #2b
DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

April 4, 2019
Gold Line Partners
Staff
Checks and Claims

FTA BRTOD Contract (Crandall Arambula)
January 2019
February 2019
March 2019

$115,206.68
$46,682.05
$31,201.19

Contract Utilization = 91.4%
Communications Contract (MZA + Co)
January 2019
February 2019

$2,700.00
$7,244.72

Contract Utilization = 32.0%

Total

$203,034.64

Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.

Action Requested:

Approval

Agenda Item #3
DATE:

April 5, 2019

TO:

Gold Line Partners

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Letters of Support

Proposed letters of support for the Kellogg Bridge and 4th Street Bridge state bond requests, requested per
action at the last Gold Line Partners meeting, are included in the packet. The letters were signed and
distributed prior to the Partners meeting, due to timing with a Capital Investment Committee meeting.
The letters were addressed to the Chairs of the Committee: Rep. Mary Murphy and Sen. David Senjem.

Action Requested:

Discussion

April 5, 2019

Dear Rep. Mary Murphy and Sen. David Senjem:
On behalf of the Gold Line Partners, I am writing to express support for the $48 million bonding request
to rebuild the Kellogg‐Third Street Bridge in Saint Paul.
The longest bridge owned by Saint Paul, the Kellogg‐Third Street bridge was built in 1982. In 2014,
cracks were found in the cantilevers, or support arms extending from the bridge piers, and the bridge
was narrowed to three center lanes as a precautionary measure.
The Minnesota Department of Transportation estimates nearly 14,000 vehicle trips occur daily across
the half‐mile‐long bridge. The bridge would also be utilized as part of the route for the METRO Gold
Line, a 10‐mile Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line that will connect Saint Paul, Maplewood, Landfall, Oakdale
and Woodbury, beginning in 2024.
Gold Line Partners is comprised of local elected officials from the cities and counties along the line,
along with business and community leaders. Our mission is to engage with the public to inform them
about METRO Gold Line, and work to ensure benefits of this project are spread throughout our
communities.
Gold Line Partners believes that the Kellogg‐Third Street Bridge is an important connection that needs
attention and deserves state support.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Stan Karwoski
Chair, Gold Line Partners
Washington County Commissioner, District 2

April 5, 2019

Dear Rep. Mary Murphy and Sen. David Senjem:
On behalf of Gold Line Partners, I am writing to express support for the $4 million bonding request for
general purpose automobile‐use lanes and pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure on an improved 4th
Street Bridge over I‐694 in Oakdale.
With a combination of state and federal funds, the 4th Street Bridge would be reconstructed and
improved in conjunction with the METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit project.
The new bridge would include two lanes of general‐purpose automobile‐use, pedestrian and bicycle
lanes, along with dedicated lanes for METRO Gold Line BRT.
The $4 million bonding request is for the general‐purpose automobile‐use and pedestrian and bicycle
lanes, only.
Gold Line Partners is comprised of local elected officials from the cities and counties along the line,
along with business and community leaders. Our mission is to engage with the public to inform them
about METRO Gold Line, and work to ensure benefits of this project are spread throughout our
communities.
Gold Line Partners believes that these improvements to the 4th Street Bridge are important to firmly
establish strong connections within our communities, and a robust economy. We urge you to support
this funding request.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Stan Karwoski
Chair, Gold Line Partners
Washington County Commissioner, District 2

Agenda Item #4
DATE:

April 4, 2019

TO:

Gold Line Partners

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Financial Oversight and Administrative Process

In the approved January 2019 Gold Line Partners work plan, financial oversight and administrative
activities were detailed. As part of the financial oversight and administrative process, Gold Line Partners
has contracted with a consultant to assist in ongoing strategic planning in the absence of the Counties
Transit Improvement Board (CTIB). Work includes collaborating with Ramsey County and the Metropolitan
Council to outline agreements in preparation for entry into Engineering in late 2019.
A discussion will take place at this meeting to provide an overview of work performed to date, and a
preview of what to expect during 2019.

Action Requested:

Approval

Agenda Item #5
DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

April 4, 2019
Gold Line Partners
Staff
San Diego, California, BRT Trip Lessons Learned

Background
The Commission’s 2019 budget and work plan identified visiting a peer region as a priority, in large part
because of current station area planning activities and project development and engineering phases.
The trip’s purpose was to experience another BRT system operating in a dedicated guideway and learn
lessons from another system’s engineering, construction, and station area planning processes. San
Diego’s successful South Bay Rapid BRT system was selected because it operates in a dedicated lane and
there is suburban development surrounding the new South Bay Rapid stations.
A summary of the trip attendees, stipends used, and key takeaways is described below. A video
summarizing trip highlights has been produced by MZA + Co and will be presented to the Partners
meeting.
Trip Attendees
Name

Affiliation

Stipend

Allen, Sara

Washington County

No

Arnoldi, Andrea

Kimley Horn ‐ GPO

No

Ayers‐Johnson, Joe

Washington County

No

Beckwith, Chris

Metro Transit ‐ GPO

No

Brandt, Mary

Gold Line CBAC

Yes

Brasson, Antoinette

Metro Transit

Yes

Breise, Marc

MnDOT ‐ GPO

No

Carlson, Charles

Metro Transit ‐ GPO

No

Cook, Tom

Metropolitan State

Yes

Corbid, Kevin

Washington County

No

Cove, Marc

Oakdale Area Chamber of Commerce

Yes

Date, Andrea

Woodbury

Yes

Fosmo, Tracy

Kimley Horn ‐ GPO

No

Gitzlaff, Andy

Ramsey County

No

Green, Denzel

Darrell Paulson Aide

Yes

Gustafson, Torin

Gold Line CBAC

Yes

Hansen, Tabatha

Washington County

No

Hanson, Dave

Metro Transit

Yes

Isaacson, Brian

Ramsey County

No

Johnson, Lowell

Washington County

No

Name

Affiliation

Stipend

Johnson, Wayne

Washington County

No

Karwoski, Stan

Washington County

Yes

Kutzke, Tony

Woodbury

Yes

Lamothe, Craig

HNTB ‐ GPO

No

Leitner, Lyssa

Washington County

No

Love, Steve

Maplewood

Yes

Lucke, Jan

Washington County

No

Mathys, Brian

3M

No

McClung, Brian

MZA + Co

No

McDonough, Jim

Ramsey County

Yes

Nelson, Rebecca

Dayton's Bluff Community Council, St. Paul

Yes

Ortega, Rafael

Ramsey County

Yes

Paulsen, Darrell

Maplewood

Yes

Reinke, Paul

Oakdale

Yes

Rippel, Regina

Gold Line CBAC

Yes

Searles, Eric

Woodbury

Yes

Streetar, Bob

Oakdale

Yes

Theisen, Don

Washington County

No

Tobolt, Darren

Ramsey County

Yes

Valens, Nyagatare

Gold Line CBAC

Yes

Wall, Lisa

Kimley Horn ‐ GPO

No

Watson, Shannon

Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce

Yes

Weik, Lisa

Washington County

Yes

Stipend Reimbursements
At the January, 2019, Partners meeting, up to 30 people were allowed a $1,000 stipend. Twenty‐three
trip attendees submitted stipend requests, although there was variation in the amounts requested. A
total of $24,553.89 in stipend reimbursement has been requested and processed.
Key Takeaways
In San Diego, the Gold Line Partners delegation was provided background information by San Diego
Association of Governments (SANDAG) staff, took a tour of the newly opened South Bay Rapid BRT,
toured station areas, and participated in a panel discussion with San Diego’s MTS transit agency,
operations, and city staff, and regional elected officials. Delegation members were actively engaged
throughout the trip, and there were opportunities for questions and discussion. Some of the key
takeaways:



Importance of thoughtful and intentional partnerships with the private sector
Cooperation among government entities involved in the project





Focus on recruiting choice riders and marketing the line to new users
Connectivity to the community
Specific training for BRT drivers

Partner members who attended the trip will be asked to provide more information about what they
learned while in San Diego.
Action Requested:

Discussion of lessons learned.

Agenda Item #6a
DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

March 29, 2019
Gold Line Partners
Gold Line Project Office Staff
Project Development Activities

On January 19, 2018, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) granted the METRO Gold Line entry into
the Project Development (PD) phase of the federal New Starts program, which is the first step to
securing federal funding. This approval allows the project to advance design and engineering,
environmental work, and community outreach over the next two years.
Gold Line is nearly halfway through the PD Phase. The Gold Line Project Office (GPO) has been involved
in the following activities since the January update to the Gold Line Partners:
 Executing the committee structure:
o Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
 Made up of staff from cities, counties, Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT), Metro Transit, Metropolitan Council, and the FHWA
 Have been meeting monthly to review issues resolutions
 Reviewed project scope and cost items
 Received update on 2019 field work assumptions
 Discussed platform height expectations
o Community and Business Advisory Committee (CBAC)
 CBAC has one business and one community representative from each station
plus five at‐large members
 Co‐chairs have been serving on the Corridor Management Committee
 A new co‐chair was selected to replace Steve Morris. Mary Brandt, the business
representative from the Mound Boulevard Station is the new co‐chair.
 CBAC met once since January and discussed engagement opportunities for 2019
and provided input on scope and cost.
o Corridor Management Committee (CMC)
 CMC serves a similar role as the previous Policy Advisory Committee
 The CMC has been focusing on scope and cost information and provided
feedback for station design.
o Design Advancement and Refinement Teams (DARTs)
 Made up of staff from specific issue areas (ex: Maplewood DART has members
from Maplewood, Ramsey County, MnDOT, and project office)
 DARTs met weekly or every other week to resolve technical issues and refine
design
 DARTs have focused on refining issues throughout the entire corridor.
 Project office has begun to review comments on the 15% plans.
o Environmental Assessment (EA) Scope
 With the CMC approval of the EA scope in September technical staff assembled
the draft document and submitted to FTA on January 1
 Due to the federal shutdown, the EA will now be published in October as
opposed to summer 2019

o

15% Design
 Project partners submitted their comments on 15% plans. The project office is
responding to these comments and will incorporate relevant comments into the
30% plans
 A Value Engineering workshop was held in early April with multi‐disciplinary
experts from the counties, MnDOT, and national consultants to review the 15%
plans and provide feedback to incorporate into the 30% plans. A full Value
Engineering report will be completed later this spring

Staff will provide more information on these items at the commission meeting.
Action Requested:

Information
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METRO Gold Line BRTOD Plans

Agenda Item #6b
DATE:

March 29, 2019

TO:

Gold Line Partners

FROM:

Jason Graf, Crandall Arambula

RE:

METRO Gold Line BRTOD Plans

Key Work Activities/Progress for the month of January 2019
Meetings and Engagement













PMT Meeting ‐ Gold Line Partners BRTOD Plans slideshow review (Jan. 1)
PMT Meeting ‐ BRTOD Plans briefing and project update (Jan 4, 18, 25, & 31)
Conference Call ‐District 1 Community Mtg review w/ City & WCRRA (Jan. 9)
Conference Call – Discussion Draft Greenway Avenue Plan w/City & WCRRA (Jan. 11)
Conference Call ‐ District 4 Outreach w/Lissa Jones‐Lofgren & WCRRA (Jan. 15)
Conference Call ‐ Maplewood BRTOD Plan slideshow review w/ City & WCRRA (Jan. 18)
Conference Call ‐ Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan‐ Landfall Review w/ City and WCRRA
(Jan. 22)
Conference Call ‐ Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan‐ Oakdale Review w/ City and WCRRA
(Jan. 22)
Engagement‐ Gold Line Partners BRTOD Plans Update presentation (Jan. 10)
Engagement‐ District 1 Community Meeting‐White Bear & Sun Ray Stations (Jan. 16)
Engagement‐ Maplewood BRTOD Plan‐ City Council Meeting (Jan. 28)
Metro Transit Meeting ‐ Kathryn Hansen & WCRRA‐ BRTOD Opportunity Sites Briefing
(Jan. 28)

Other Project Activities
 Discussion Draft Woodbury Stations BRTOD Plan for City review (Jan. 8)
 Discussion Draft Greenway Station BRTOD Plan for Cities staff review (Jan. 9)
 Discussion Draft Greenway Station BRTOD Plan‐Revised for Oakdale staff review (Jan.
25)
 Discussion Draft Greenway Station BRTOD Plan‐Revisions and Appendices for Oakdale
staff review (Jan. 29)
 Discussion Draft Gold Line BRTOD Plan Summary document for RCRRA review (Jan.
30)
 Prepared Final Maplewood BRTOD Plans – Document, appendices and supplemental
materials for City‐Sharefile
 Prepared Revised Greenway Avenue Implementation Summary Memo‐Landfall
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Prepared Revised Greenway Avenue Implementation and BRTOD Plans Memo‐
Oakdale
Prepared Phase 4 Maplewood BRTOD Plan Overview materials, web page
management and engagement summary
Prepared Phase 4 Saint Paul District 1 (White Bear Avenue, & Sun Ray Stations)
Meeting Overview materials, web page management and engagement summary
Prepared outreach materials for Saint Paul District 4 meeting (Mounds, Earl and Etna
Stations)
Prepared graphic illustrations of 4th Street Bridge‐Helmo Station for WCRRA grant
submittal

Key Work Activities/Progress for the month of February 2019
Meetings and Engagement




PMT Meeting‐ BRTOD Plans briefing and project update (Feb 14)
Conference Call Meeting‐District 4 Community Mtg slideshow review w/ City and
WCRRA (Feb. 04)
Engagement‐ District 4 Board Council Meeting‐Mounds, Earl, Etna Stations (Feb. 18)

Other Project Activities












Discussion Draft Gold Line BRTOD Summary for RCRRA review (Feb. 1)
Discussion Draft Greenway Station BRTOD Plan Refinements for Oakdale staff review
(Feb 13, 15, & 28)
Prepared Saint Paul Stations District 4 Engagement Summary
Prepared Final Saint Paul BRTOD Plans – Document, appendices and supplemental
materials for City
Prepared Greenway Avenue Community Meeting Slideshow for review
Prepared Phase 4 District 4 Meeting Overview materials, web page and engagement
summary
Prepared Sharefile folder for completed Gold Line project deliverables
Prepared Woodbury files (appendices and BRTOD Plans‐Greenway and Helmo) for
City Staff review
Prepared Greenway Avenue Infrastructure Sanitary Plan update
Prepared Greenway Avenue and Maplewood Station illustrations
Completed reviews for Gold Line BRTOD Summary Document
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Key Work Activities/Progress for the month of March 2019
Meetings and Engagement







PMT Meeting ‐ BRTOD Plans briefing and project update (Mar. 1, 15, & 28)
Conference Call ‐ Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan slideshow review w/ City & WCRRA
(Mar. 1)
Conference Call – Helmo Avenue Station Modified Option A Recommendations
review with City & WCRRA (Mar. 6)
PMT Meeting – Woodbury Stations BRTOD Plans Update from City Staff (Mar. 7)
Engagement‐ Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan‐ Neighborhood Meeting (Mar. 21)
Conference Call – Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan Joint Council Meeting slideshow
review w/ Cities & WCRRA (Mar. 28)

Other Project Activities







Prepared discussion drafts and updates for Woodbury Stations BRTOD Plan
document
Finalized Woodbury Stations BRTOD Plan document
Prepared discussion drafts and updates for Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan
documents for Landfall and Oakdale
Prepared Helmo Avenue Station modified Option A alternative development plan and
park‐and‐ride CAD drawings and refinement recommendations memorandums
Prepared Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plans Community Meeting outreach, overview
handouts, response sheet and slideshow in English and Spanish translation
Prepared Phase 4 Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan Community Meeting web page
management, and on‐line survey

Project Management Upcoming Activities






Engagement ‐ Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan Joint Council meeting (April 9)
Finalize Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plans engagement summaries and update website
with final materials and Greenway Avenue BRTOD Plan (Apr. 16)
Review and finalize Overall BRTOD Plans engagement summary (Apr. 23)
Review and finalize Helmo Avenue BRTOD Plan with City and WCRRA
Prepare all final materials and post entire project deliverables to Sharefile (Apr. 30)

Agenda Item #6c
DATE:

March 29, 2019

TO:

Gold Line Partners

FROM:

Brian McClung, MZA+Co

RE:

Gold Line Partners Communications and Government Relations Update

The 2019 Minnesota legislative session is now entering the home stretch to the May 20 constitutional
adjournment deadline. There have been a couple of Special Elections since session began – Republicans
increased their majority in the State Senate from 34‐33 to 35‐32 when Rep. Jason Rarick won the District
13 seat vacated by Tony Lourey, who became Commissioner of Human Services. Republicans also won
the Special Election to backfill Rarick’s seat.
Government Relations – Our team has been meeting with legislators including the three new legislators
along the METRO Gold Line route – Rep. Tou Xiong (HD 53A, DFL‐Maplewood), Rep. Steve Sandell (HD
53B, DFL‐Woodbury) and Rep. Shelly Christensen (HD 39B, DFL‐Stillwater).
Governor Walz’s budget proposal includes $1.3 billion in recommended bonding projects. House DFLers
have included room for approximately $1.4 billion in a bonding bill. Senate Republicans have said they
don’t expect to introduce a bonding bill this year and will focus on bonding in the 2020 session.
Two of the new members from the East Metro delegation, Rep. Tou Xiong and Rep. Sandell, authored HF
2677, which would appropriate $4 million for the 4th Street Bridge over I‐694. This bonding request is for
the general‐purpose automobile‐use and pedestrian and bicycle lanes, only. The bill was introduced on
March 25.
Overall, transportation and transit have been one of main topics during this legislative session. Governor
Walz proposed a $1.5 billion transit package that would create a comprehensive investment strategy
focused largely on the region’s bus system. The package includes addressing the structural budget issues
created by the growth in demand for Metro Mobility, the region’s mandated public transit service for
people with disabilities.
Governor Walz’s transit funding proposal includes funding to open one bus rapid transit (BRT) line each
year for the next decade and allow for regular route transit to grow between 3% and 5%, a potential
MZA+Co
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40% growth in regional ridership. The Administration says this investment will connect people to
another 500,000 jobs.
On April 4, Metropolitan Council Chair Nora Slawik led a tour of the Gold Line route as part of her series
of meetings in Met Council districts across the region. A large group of leaders joined in and had the
opportunity to learn more about Gold Line’s future and development opportunities along the route.
We will continue to monitor legislative hearings and meetings as the session enters its final weeks.
Strategic Communications & Social Media – In February we provided support for the educational visit
to San Diego. San Diego opened the latest leg of their Rapid Bus System – South Bay Rapid – on January
27, 2019. Similar to plans for METRO Gold Line, South Bay Rapid improves travel times by utilizing
dedicated transit‐only lanes, traffic signal priority, limited station stops, and real‐time passenger
information. It also connects a suburban region and a downtown with modern, comfortable vehicles and
amenities such as improved riding quality, upgraded interiors, and Wi‐Fi service.
Our team led a wrap‐up session on the trip to discuss lessons learned and best practices. We also
discussed the language we’re using when we describe the benefits of Gold Line and how best to ensure
that the benefits of Gold Line will be spread throughout our communities.
We also drafted letters of support from Gold Line Partners for the Kellogg Bridge and Fourth Street
Bridge projects, as discussed at the January meeting.
We continue to regularly engage via Twitter and Facebook. The number of followers on our Twitter
account – @GoldLinePrtnrs – continues to grow. Our top tweet from the past three months was about
the City of Maplewood’s approval of station –
‐‐‐‐
@GoldLinePrtnrs: The Maplewood City Council approved preliminary development plans for a Gold Line
bus rapid transit stop in front of the 3M campus on Hudson Road via @lillienews
‐‐‐‐
That tweet earned 1,316 impressions.
The Facebook post with the most impressions (2,149 people reached) was on March 15 – about the
March 21 meeting at the Landfall Community Center for the Greenway Station Neighborhood Meeting.

2

010210234

56ÿ896ÿ 6 ÿ ÿ ÿ8ÿ ÿ98ÿ8ÿÿ6 ÿ6ÿÿ69ÿÿ896

.
ÿ
0
1
.
2
ÿ
3
4
.
5
6
4
7
7
8
ÿ
9
1
.
.
:
;
<
0
4
8
ÿ
7
:
4
5
:
=
;
>;:=7:6>B<4?.
=:ÿ0:<=ÿ;5@:14>7ÿ?10@ÿ0@:ÿ>=<;ÿ4.5ÿA<.;ÿ<6
CDÿFGHÿIHJKHÿLMÿNOPQDKÿLRÿQFSÿTHUFVÿWLUQXHÿGLWHÿYLWWZDQFPÿJHOTQHS
%&'(ÿ*%(+,

MLJÿSHXM[L\DHJSGQNÿ

]^ÿ*_`_ÿabcdec`ÿfghhijkklllmnh_`h`opqrcmdstkt_`_uebcdec`kvwxwvyxyzk{ÿ|}~ÿ 
%]+&+ÿzÿzÿÿzj*

GJHHÿKQJXSÿLDÿOÿJHYHDFÿHIHDQDKÿSFHNNHTÿLZFÿLMÿOÿFHHDÿYHDFHJVÿKJQNNQDKÿYHXXNGLDHSÿFL
YONFZJHÿFGHÿUHSFÿSGLFÿLMÿOÿSZDSHFÿLIHJÿSDL\[UXODHFHTÿODDHJSÿOHÿLJÿOXXÿFGH
WLFLJQSFSÿLDÿDHOJUPÿDFHJSFOFHÿÿDH\VÿFGHÿKQJXSÿYLZXTÿGOIHÿUHHDÿQDÿCOTOXHÿLJ
LLTUZJPÿLJÿONXH\LLT
ZFÿFGHPÿ\HJHÿQDÿODTMOXXVÿNLNZXOFQLDÿVÿLDHÿLMÿLDXPÿF\LÿQDYLJNLJOFHTÿYQFQHSÿQD
QDDHSLFOÿFGOFÿYLDSQSFSÿNJQWOJQXPÿLMÿWLUQXHÿGLWHSVÿODTÿOÿYQFPÿFGOFÿ\OSÿMLZDTHTÿFLÿSOIH
ORLJTOUXHÿGLZSQDK
L\ÿXHOTHJSÿOJHÿFJPQDKÿFLÿKZJHÿLZFÿGL\ÿFLÿUHFFHJÿWOJHFÿFGHQJÿTQSFQDYFÿUZJKÿOSÿQF
NJHNOJHSÿQDÿOÿMH\ÿPHOJSÿFLÿFOHÿFGHÿJHQDSÿLMÿL\DHJSGQNÿMJLWÿOSGQDKFLDÿLZDFPVÿQFS
XODTXLJTÿSQDYHÿFGHÿXOFHÿ¡¢S

¯°±¯²ÿ³²´±µ±ÿ¶ÿ|²·ÿ·±¸¹³°

£HÿOJHÿFJPQDKÿFLÿYJHOFHÿFGOFÿSHDSHÿLMÿ\GLÿ\HÿOJHÿODTÿ\GHJHÿ\HÿOJHV£ÿSOQTÿQFP
¤TWQDQSFJOFLJÿ¥Tÿ¦GZXHÿ£Hÿ\ODFÿFLÿJHYLKDQ§HÿFGHÿNHLNXHÿ\GLÿXQIHÿGHJHÿODTÿ\GPÿFGHP
XQIHÿGHJH£
¨QSNHXXQDKÿFGOFÿODLDPWQFPÿWQKGFÿSFOJFÿ\QFGÿHJHYFQDKÿOÿ£HXYLWHÿFLÿODTMOXX£ÿSQKDÿFGOF©S
IQSQUXHÿMJLWÿ[VÿSLWHFGQDKÿMLJÿ\GQYGÿFGHÿQFPÿLZDYQXÿGOSÿSHFÿOSQTHÿWLDHPÿQDÿFGQSÿPHOJ©S
UZTKHF
CDYHÿOÿWLUQXHÿGLWHÿNOJÿQDÿTODKHJÿLMÿUHQDKÿSDOFYGHTÿZNÿUPÿTHIHXLNHJSVÿODTMOXXÿGOS
SZJIQIHTÿOSÿOÿJOJHÿNLYHFÿLMÿXL\[QDYLWHÿGLZSQDKÿQDÿFGHÿHOSFÿWHFJL
GHÿª«[OYJHÿYLWWZDQFPVÿDL\ÿWLJHÿFGODÿGOXMÿ¬QSNODQYVÿLYYZNQHSÿFGHÿSLZFG\HSFÿFQNÿLM
COTOXHVÿSQFSÿGOJTÿUPÿONXH\LLTÿODTÿOYJLSSÿFGHÿQDFHJSFOFHÿMJLWÿLLTUZJPÿÿOXX
WO®LJQFP[\GQFHÿSZUZJUSÿ\QFGÿWHTQODÿGLZSHGLXTÿQDYLWHSÿOFÿXHOSFÿF\QYHÿFGOFÿLMÿFGHQJÿFQDP
DHQKGULJ
¨HSNQFHÿQFSÿKHDHJOXÿLUSYZJQFPVÿODTMOXXÿQSÿ\HXX[DL\DÿOWLDKÿXQWQFHT[QDYLWHÿMOWQXQHS
XLLQDKÿMLJÿOÿXL\ÿUOJÿFLÿGLWHL\DHJSGQNÿODTÿOÿYXLSH[DQFÿSZUZJUODÿYLWWZDQFP
£©IHÿKLFÿNHLNXHÿ\GLÿYOXXÿHIHJPÿTOPÿGLNQDKÿFLÿGHOJÿOULZFÿODÿLNHDQDKV£ÿSOQTÿOJPÿJL\DV
WODOKHJÿLMÿFGHÿWLUQXHÿGLWHÿNOJ

º~»ÿ¼~½~¾¿ÀÿÁÂÃÄÿÁ}Åÿ|ÂÆ~
|~ ½ÅÇÈÿÀÉ}Èÿ~ Äÿ°ÊÀ» ÿµ~Çÿ¿~ ÄÇÿ~}
}Åÿ} ÿ½ }ÿÿ̄~ ÄÉ~ÀÀÈÿË ÌÈÿ~ÿ½}»

881188961968966 9668  8 9886 6691!2"2##3#01

31$

010210234
56ÿ896ÿ 6 ÿ ÿ ÿ8ÿ ÿ98ÿ8ÿÿ6 ÿ6ÿÿ69ÿÿ896
%&'()ÿ+,&-ÿ+./01&23ÿ4&50ÿ6/ÿ7&-,4ÿ3/(38/ÿ,(ÿ1-(7ÿ,6/ÿ7&'4ÿ,6&,ÿ9&-0:&88ÿ0/;/4ÿ2&-'
(:ÿ,6/ÿ4,/)/(,'3/4ÿ<ÿ.-4&:/=ÿ.-1/23,=ÿ.-0/45)&>8/ÿ<ÿ&>(.,ÿ2(>58/ÿ6(2/ÿ3&)14?
%()/(@/)=ÿ,6/ÿA5,'B4ÿ'(.,6ÿ5-5,5&,5@/4=ÿ765A6ÿ6&@/ÿ0)&7-ÿ-&,5(-&8ÿ)/A(C-5,5(-ÿ:)(2ÿ&()C&-5D&,5(-ÿ,6&,ÿ&524ÿ,(ÿ523)(@/ÿ65C6ÿ4A6((8ÿC)&0.&,5(-ÿ)&,/4=ÿ6/83ÿ2&1/ÿ5,ÿ&&33/&85-Cÿ6(2/ÿ:()ÿ:&2585/4?
EF654ÿ54ÿ-(,ÿG.4,ÿ&ÿ38&A/ÿ:()ÿ8(7ÿ85:/=Eÿ+./01&23ÿ4&50?ÿEF654ÿ54ÿ&ÿ38&A/ÿ:()ÿC((0=ÿH.&85,'
:&258'ÿ85:/?E
I-ÿ&>(.,ÿ;@/ÿ'/&)4=ÿA5,'ÿ(JA5&84ÿ/K3/A,ÿ,(ÿ3&'ÿ(Lÿ,6/ÿ8(-CM,/)2ÿ>(-04ÿ,6&,ÿN&465-C,(O(.-,'ÿ.4/0ÿ,(ÿ>.'ÿ,6/ÿA5,'ÿ5-ÿ,6/ÿPQQR4ÿ,(ÿ4&@/ÿ5,4ÿ&L()0&>8/ÿ6(.45-C?ÿN6/-ÿ,6&,
6&33/-4=ÿ9&-0:&88ÿ7588ÿ(JA5&88'ÿ,&1/ÿ(7-/)4653ÿ(:ÿ&88ÿ5,4ÿSRRÿ8(,4?
+(2/ÿ5-ÿ9&-0:&88ÿ:/&)ÿ,6&,ÿ(-A/ÿ,6/ÿ>&8&-A/ÿ54ÿ:.88'ÿ3&50=ÿ,6/ÿA5,'ÿ7588ÿ5-@5,/ÿ50/@/8(3/)4ÿ&-0ÿ4/88ÿ5,4ÿ3)(3/),'?ÿF6&,ÿ7())'ÿ54ÿA(23(.-0/0ÿ>'ÿ,6/ÿ/K3/A,/0ÿ&))5@&8ÿ(:
2&44ÿ,)&-45,ÿ5-ÿ9&-0:&88ÿ5-ÿTRTUÿV6,,3WXX777?4,&),)5>.-/?A(2XC(80M85-/M>.4M)&350M
,)&-45,MA(25-CM,(M,5-'M2(>58/M6(2/MA5,'M(:M8&-0:&88XUYQZZT[UPX\ÿ=ÿ76/-ÿ,6/ÿ](80ÿ95-/
>.4ÿ)&350ÿ,)&-45,ÿ54ÿ4/,ÿ,(ÿ2&1/ÿ&ÿ4,(3ÿ(-ÿ,6/ÿA5,'B4ÿ/0C/?
^.,ÿ9&-0:&88B4ÿ8/&0/)4ÿ&)/ÿH.5A1ÿ,(ÿ&88&'ÿA(-A/)-4?
EF6/ÿ5-,/-,ÿ54ÿ,(ÿA(-,5-./ÿ&4ÿ&ÿ3.>85Aÿ>(0'=ÿ&ÿA5,'ÿ76/)/ÿ)/450/-,4ÿ3&'ÿ,6/5)ÿ)/-,ÿ&-0
A(-,5-./ÿ,(ÿ85@/ÿ5-ÿ(7-/)M(AA.35/0ÿ6(2/4=Eÿ+6.18/ÿ4&50?
vwxyzw{{ÿ}w~ÿxÿwwy~ÿzÿ~ÿwzÿ~}{
w~ÿxÿzÿ}}ÿxw{yÿÿwÿÿwz
_`abcÿefbgghcijkÿlmmg_
wÿ{
F(ÿ85@/ÿ5-ÿ9&-0:&88=ÿ&3385A&-,4ÿ2.4,ÿ3&44ÿ&ÿ>&A1C)(.-0ÿA6/A1ÿ&-0ÿ2//,ÿ5-A(2/
C.50/85-/4Wÿ&ÿ:&258'ÿ(:ÿ:(.)ÿA&-B,ÿ2&1/ÿ2()/ÿ,6&-ÿnUo=RRRÿ,(ÿH.&85:'?
N658/ÿ)/450/-,4ÿ(7-ÿ,6/5)ÿ6(2/4=ÿ,6/'ÿ3&'ÿ&-ÿ&@/)&C/ÿ(:ÿnSRRÿ2(-,68'ÿ:()ÿ,6/5)ÿ8(,ÿ&-0
A5,'ÿ.,585,5/4?ÿF6/ÿO5,'ÿO(.-A58ÿ6&4ÿ(3,/0ÿ&C&5-4,ÿ)&545-Cÿ,6&,ÿ)&,/ÿ:()ÿ,6/ÿ8&4,ÿPZÿ'/&)4=
+6.18/ÿ4&50?
EN/B)/ÿ&ÿC((0ÿ0/&8=Eÿ6/ÿ4&50?ÿE]/-/)&88'ÿ:&2585/4ÿ4,&'ÿ>/A&.4/ÿ,6/'ÿ851/ÿ5,?ÿF6/'ÿ851/ÿ,6/
&)/&=ÿ,6/'ÿ851/ÿ,6/ÿ@5/7ÿ(:ÿ,6/ÿ8&1/ÿ&-0ÿ,6/ÿA8(4/-/44ÿ,(ÿ46(335-Cÿ&-0ÿ4/)@5A/4?ÿ^.,ÿ,6/'
&84(ÿ4,&'ÿ>/A&.4/ÿ,6/'ÿA&-ÿ&A,.&88'ÿ&L()0ÿ,(?E
I-ÿ9&-0:&88=ÿ3/(38/ÿ1-(7ÿ,6/5)ÿ-/5C6>()4ÿ&-0ÿ2&'>/ÿ/@/-ÿG(5-ÿ,6/2ÿ(-ÿ,6/ÿ0(A1ÿ:()ÿ&&:,/)-((-ÿ(:ÿ;465-C=ÿ+./01&23ÿ4&50?ÿp(-()ÿ)(88ÿ4,.0/-,4ÿ&)/ÿ)/A(C-5D/0ÿ&,ÿO5,'ÿO(.-A58
2//,5-C4?ÿq&2585/4ÿ35A-5Aÿ-/&)ÿ,6/ÿ8&1/ÿ5-ÿ,6/ÿ4.22/)ÿ&-0ÿC&,6/)ÿ:()ÿ&ÿA(22.-5,'
05--/)ÿ75,6ÿ+&-,&ÿ5-ÿ,6/ÿ75-,/)?
EI,ÿ)/&88'ÿC5@/4ÿ'(.ÿ,6&,ÿ42&88M,(7-ÿ://8ÿ75,65-ÿ,6/4/ÿ>5CC/)ÿA5,5/4=Eÿ^)(7-ÿ4&50?
9&-0:&88ÿ7&4ÿ:(.-0/0ÿ>'ÿr&2/4ÿ&-0ÿ%5,D5ÿs84(-=ÿ76(ÿ2(@/0ÿ5-,(ÿ&ÿ42&88ÿA(,,&C/ÿ(-ÿ,6/
45,/ÿ5-ÿ,6/ÿPQZR4?ÿF6/'ÿ6&0ÿ85@/0ÿ5-ÿ&ÿ2(>58/ÿ6(2/ÿ0.)5-CÿN()80ÿN&)ÿIIÿ&-0=ÿ;-05-Cÿ&
46(),&C/ÿ(:ÿ&L()0&>8/ÿ6(.45-C=ÿ0/@/8(3/0ÿ,6/ÿ3)(3/),'ÿ5-,(ÿ&ÿ2(>58/ÿ6(2/ÿ3&)1?ÿF(
(>,&5-ÿ2.-5A53&8ÿ4/)@5A/4=ÿ9&-0:&88ÿ<ÿ/-,5)/8'ÿ(7-/0ÿ>'ÿ,6/ÿs84(-4ÿ<ÿ3/,5,5(-/0ÿ:()
5-A()3()&,5(-ÿ&-0ÿ>/A&2/ÿ&ÿA5,'ÿ5-ÿPQZQ?
I-ÿPQQPÿ%5,D5ÿs84(-=ÿ>'ÿ,6/-ÿ&ÿ750(7=ÿ0/A50/0ÿ,(ÿ4/88?ÿt/450/-,4ÿ7())5/0ÿ&>(.,ÿ/@5A,5(&-0ÿ,6/ÿ3)(43/A,ÿ(:ÿ&ÿ0/@/8(3/)ÿ)&D5-Cÿ,6/ÿA(22.-5,'?ÿN5,6ÿ-(ÿ>(-05-CÿA&3&>585,'=ÿ,6/'
&41/0ÿ,6/ÿN&465-C,(-ÿO(.-,'ÿp(.45-Cÿ&-0ÿt/0/@/8(32/-,ÿu.,6()5,'ÿ,(ÿ>.'ÿ,6/ÿA5,'ÿ&4
&ÿ7&'ÿ,(ÿ465/80ÿ,6/5)ÿ&L()0&>8/ÿ6(.45-C?
O(.-,'ÿ(JA5&84ÿ&C)//0=ÿ.45-Cÿ8(-CM,/)2ÿ>(-04ÿ,(ÿ>/ÿ3&50ÿ(Lÿ,6)(.C6ÿ)/-,4ÿA(88/A,/0
:)(2ÿ)/450/-,4ÿ8/&45-Cÿ,6/ÿ8(,4?
q)//5-Cÿ.3ÿ,6/ÿ2(-/'ÿC(5-Cÿ,(ÿ,6/ÿA(.-,'ÿ7588ÿ4.338/2/-,ÿ,6/ÿA5,'ÿ>.0C/,=ÿ50/&88'
3)(,/A,5-Cÿ&C&5-4,ÿ,6/ÿ-//0ÿ,(ÿ)&54/ÿ)/-,4=ÿ+./01&23ÿ4&50?
9&-0:&88ÿ>.'4ÿ5,4ÿ7&,/)ÿ:)(2ÿs&10&8/ÿ&-0ÿ5,4ÿ4/7/)ÿ4/)@5A/4ÿ:)(2ÿ,6/ÿ%/,)(3(85,&O(.-A58?ÿu4ÿ,6(4/ÿA(4,4ÿ)54/=ÿ,6/ÿA5,'ÿ7588ÿE4A)&3/ÿ&-0ÿ4A)&,A6ÿ,(C/,6/)ÿ/@/)'ÿ3/--'Eÿ,(
&@(50ÿ3&445-Cÿ,6(4/ÿA(4,4ÿ(-,(ÿ)/450/-,4=ÿ,6/ÿ2&'()ÿ4&50?
881188961968966 9668  8 9886 6691!2"2##3#01

01$

010210234
56ÿ896ÿ 6 ÿ ÿ ÿ8ÿ ÿ98ÿ8ÿÿ6 ÿ6ÿÿ69ÿÿ896
%&'ÿ)*+,ÿ,-ÿ*..-)ÿ/'-/.'ÿ,-ÿ.01'ÿ*ÿ2033.'40+5-2'ÿ.06'ÿ*,ÿ*ÿ.-)'740+5-2'ÿ/705'8%
9:'3;*2/ÿ<*03=ÿ%>?*,@<ÿ7'*..Aÿ)?*,ÿ)'ÿ*7'ÿ,7A0+Bÿ,-ÿ3-ÿ?'7'=%

CDEFGEFGÿIJKELMÿNOPI
Q+ÿ*ÿ7'5'+,ÿ*6,'7+--+ÿR:<,ÿ*6,'7ÿ<5?--.8ÿ,?'ÿ.-)'7ÿ.'1'.ÿ-6ÿS*+36*..@<ÿ/'70)0+;.'ÿT0,AÿU*..
)*<ÿ<,7')+ÿ)0,?ÿ1*70-:<ÿV-*73ÿB*2'<ÿ*+3ÿS'B-ÿ57'*,0-+<8ÿ,?'ÿ6*1-7'3ÿ*5,010,0'<ÿ-6ÿ*
3-W'+ÿB7*3'4<5?--.ÿ;03<=ÿX-)+ÿ,?'ÿ7-*3ÿ0+ÿ*+ÿ-.3ÿ2*0+,'+*+5'ÿB*7*B'ÿ,:7+'3ÿ,''+
5'+,'78ÿ*ÿB7-:/ÿ-6ÿA-:,?<ÿB*,?'7'3ÿ0+ÿ*ÿ</*5'ÿ-6ÿ,?'07ÿ-)+=
Y-,?ÿ'.'2'+,*7Aÿ*+3ÿ,''+ÿ/7-B7*2<ÿ*7'ÿ,?'ÿ7'<:.,ÿ-6ÿ*ÿ.-+B<,*+30+Bÿ/*7,+'7<?0/ÿV',)''+
S*+36*..ÿ*+3ÿZ*20.A['*+<8ÿ\?,,/<]^^)))=6*20.A2'*+<=-7B^.*+36*..4502*77-+=?,2._ÿ*
9,0..)*,'74V*<'3ÿ+-+/7-`,=
Z*20.A['*+<@ÿ0+1-.1'2'+,ÿ0+ÿS*+36*..ÿV'B*+ÿ0+ÿabbc8ÿ)?'+ÿ0,<ÿ*<<'<<2'+,ÿ<?-)'3
7'<03'+,<ÿ)'7'ÿ5-+5'7+'3ÿ*V-:,ÿR:1'+0.'ÿ5702'ÿ*+3ÿ,?'ÿ.*5;ÿ-6ÿA-:,?ÿ*5,010,0'<ÿ0+ÿ,?'
5-22:+0,A=ÿd+ÿ,?'ÿ3'5*3'<ÿ<0+5'8ÿS*+36*..ÿ?*<ÿ,?7''ÿ,02'<ÿ)-+ÿe2'705*@<ÿf7-20<'
e..0*+5'ÿ3'<0B+*,0-+ÿ*<ÿ-+'ÿ-6ÿ,?'ÿ+*,0-+@<ÿaggÿV'<,ÿ5-22:+0,0'<ÿ6-7ÿA-:+Bÿ/'-/.'=
>?'ÿ50,Aÿ/*A<ÿhag8gggÿ,-ÿZ*20.A['*+<ÿ,-ÿ/7-103'ÿ*6,'7+--+ÿ*+3ÿ<:22'7ÿ*5,010,0'<ÿ*+3
<://-7,ÿ*ÿ,''+ÿV05A5.'ÿ/7-B7*28ÿ)?05?ÿ,'*5?'<ÿV0;'ÿ7'/*07ÿ*+3ÿ/7-2-,'<ÿ̀,+'<<=ÿi7*+,
6:+30+Bÿ?*<ÿ'+*V.'3ÿS*+36*..@<ÿA-:,?ÿ,-ÿ,7Aÿ;*A*;0+B8ÿ7-5;ÿ5.02V0+B8ÿ,?'*,'7ÿ/7-3:5,0-+
*+3ÿB*73'+0+B=
%>?7-:B?-:,ÿjZ*20.A['*+<@kÿ?0<,-7Aÿ?'7'8ÿ-+'ÿ-6ÿ-:7ÿB-*.<ÿ?*<ÿV''+ÿ,-ÿV70+Bÿ'l:0,Aÿ,,?'ÿ5-22:+0,A8%ÿ<*03ÿ>-2ÿm:<;*8ÿZ*20.A['*+<@ÿ307'5,-7ÿ-6ÿA-:,?ÿ/7-B7*2<=ÿ%&'ÿ)*+,
,-ÿB01'ÿ;03<ÿ,?'ÿ-//-7,:+0,0'<ÿ,-ÿ3-ÿ,?0+B<ÿ,?'07ÿ/*7'+,<ÿ20B?,ÿ+-,ÿV'ÿ*V.'ÿ,-ÿ*n-73=%
9://-7,0+Bÿ,?'ÿ50,A@<ÿA-:+Bÿ*3:.,<ÿ0<ÿ*+ÿ0+1'<,2'+,ÿ0+ÿS*+36*..@<ÿ6:,:7'8ÿm:<;*ÿ*+3
9?:;.'ÿ<*03=
%&?-ÿ;+-)<8ÿ)?'+ÿ,?'AÿB7-)ÿ:/ÿ,?'Aÿ20B?,ÿ/*7,050/*,'ÿ0+ÿ50,AÿB-1'7+2'+,ÿ-7ÿ7:+ÿ6-7
T0,AÿT-:+50.8%ÿ9?:;.'ÿ<*03=
opqpÿstuvwuqÿxÿy 96z86ÿ{68ÿÿ8ÿ8ÿ96ÿÿx9ÿ68ÿ8ÿ 
x96zÿ9ÿx9ÿÿ8ÿ|  ÿy}ÿ
~~ ÿ  ÿ 

881188961968966 9668  8 9886 6691!2"2##3#01

$1$

012210324

56789 ÿ9ÿ79 96ÿ9ÿ9ÿ4ÿ96ÿ5ÿÿ 8ÿ9ÿÿ69ÿÿ69!"

/0
1
2
3
45
5
6
ÿ
8
5
9
:
;
6
3
<
:
ÿ
=
<
;
6
>
3
ÿ
5
?
3
<
ÿ
@
A
ÿ
B
5
;
9
8
<
3
0
:
3
ÿ
0
8
8
3
:
:
ÿ
B
5
ÿ
C
5
2
6
ÿ
D
;
9
3
ÿ
=
E
:
ÿ
<
5
E
B
3
FGHÿJKLHÿMNOÿLGHÿPKLQRJÿOSTKUÿLOSVJKLÿJLNTÿWSJÿJHXHPLHUÿTOKYSOKXQÿLN
'()*ÿ,'*-.

JHOZHÿLGHÿ[\ÿPSYT]JÿSVUÿKLJÿON]^GXQÿ_`abbbÿHYTXNQHHJcÿ

deÿfghiÿ)jklmheÿnojjpqrrssstujkgjgvwxlhtyz{righi|ujklmher}~}~rÿÿ
'd-(-ÿ~ÿÿÿq,

KLGÿ\STXHWNNUJÿNVXQÿ]JÿOSTKUÿLOSVJKLÿJLSLKNVÿLNÿ^Nÿ]TÿTOSPLKPSXXQÿNVÿLGHÿPSYT]JÿNM
LGHÿ[\ÿNcaÿPKLQÿNPKSXJÿSOHÿLOQKV^ÿLNÿVUÿWSQJÿLNÿYSHÿJ]OHÿLGSLÿOHJKUHVLJÿWGNÿUNVL
WNOÿMNOÿLGHÿYSV]MSPL]OKV^ÿ^KSVLÿPSVÿHSJKXQÿ^HLÿLNÿSVUÿMONYÿLGHÿ]JÿJLNTc
VHÿNTLKNVÿLGHÿKLQÿN]VPKXÿKJÿPNVJKUHOKV^ÿKJÿSÿY]XLKYKXXKNV¡UNXXSOÿKKV^ÿSVUÿWSXKV^
OKU^HÿLGSLÿWN]XUÿPONJJÿ¢VLHOJLSLHÿ£¤ÿSVUÿPNVVHPLÿLGHÿGNYHJÿVHSOÿ¥SLLXHÿOHHÿ¦H^KNVSX
§SOÿLNÿLGHÿTONTNJHUÿ̈NXUÿ©KVHÿ]JÿON]LHaÿWGKPGÿWKXXÿ]JHÿUHUKPSLHUÿXSVHJÿLNÿPNVVHPLÿ]J
OKUHOJÿLNÿUNWVLNWVÿªLcÿ§S]XÿNOÿNNU]OQÿNVPHÿKLÿNTHVJÿKVÿ̀b`¤c
¥HMNOHÿPNVJLO]PLKNVÿH^KVJÿKVÿSÿMHWÿQHSOJÿNVÿLGHÿON]LHaÿ\STXHWNNUÿWKXXÿVHHUÿLNÿUHPKUHÿKM
KLÿWSVLJÿLNÿ]KXUÿLGHÿTHUHJLOKSVÿOKU^HÿNOÿNLGHOWKJHÿPNVVHPLÿOHJKUHVLJÿLNÿLGHÿJLSLKNVaÿLGH
JKLHÿMNOÿWGKPGÿWSJÿJHXHPLHUÿTOKYSOKXQÿLNÿJHOZHÿLGHÿ[\ÿPSYT]JÿSVUÿKLJÿON]^GXQÿ_`abbb
HYTXNQHHJc
«FGHÿHQÿLNÿLGHJHÿJLSLKNVJÿKJÿPNVVHPLKZKLQa¬ÿJSKUÿKLQÿN]VPKXÿ\HYHOÿ¥OQSVÿªYKLGcÿ«FGH
K^ÿUOHSYÿKJÿLNÿPNVVHPLÿVNOLGÿSVUÿJN]LGÿ\STXHWNNUcÿFGSLJÿHHVÿLGHÿPGSXXHV^HÿMNO
UHPSUHJaÿWKLGÿLGHÿK^ÿSOOKHOÿ¢¡£¤®ÿLGSLÿO]VJÿLGON]^GÿLGHÿPHVLHOÿNMÿN]OÿPKLQc¬
FGHÿ̈NXUÿ©KVHÿKJÿSÿ_b¡YKXHÿH¯TOHJJÿ]JÿON]LHÿTXSVVHUÿLNÿO]Vÿ^HVHOSXXQÿSXNV^ÿ¢¡£¤ÿHLWHHV
UNWVLNWVÿªLcÿ§S]XÿSVUÿNNU]OQaÿPNVVHPLKV^ÿ\STXHWNNUaÿ©SVUMSXXÿSVUÿ SUSXHc
FGHÿTONTNJHUÿXNPSLKNVÿMNOÿLGHÿ\STXHWNNUÿJLNTÿPSVÿHÿLOKPQÿLNÿOHSPGaÿL]PHUÿSJÿKLÿKJ
HLWHHVÿ[\ÿSVUÿLGHÿMOHHWSQÿNVÿSÿNVH¡WSQÿMONVLS^HÿONSUÿLGSLÿO]VJÿHLWHHVÿHVL]OQ
°ZHV]HÿSVUÿ\P±VK^GLÿ¦NSUc
FGHÿMONVLS^HÿONSUÿUNHJVLÿSXXNWÿMNOÿT]XKPÿTSOKV^ÿVNOÿUNHJÿKLÿGSZHÿJKUHWSXJÿNOÿKH
XSVHJaÿLGN]^GÿSÿ_b¡MNNL¡WKUHÿKHÿLOSKXÿKJÿTXSVVHUÿLNÿ^NÿKVÿPNVP]OOHVLXQÿWKLGÿLGHÿ]J
ON]LHc
²HKLGHOÿ\P±VK^GLÿVNOÿHVL]OQÿWSJÿUHJK^VHUÿWKLGÿTHUHJLOKSVJÿKVÿYKVUÿSVUÿPSVÿH
UKP]XLÿLNÿPONJJcÿFGHÿ[\ÿ]KXUKV^JÿXNPÿSPPHJJÿMONYÿLGHÿVNOLGÿSVUÿ¢¡£¤ÿP]LJÿLGHÿJLSLKNV
N³ÿMONYÿVHK^GNOGNNUJÿLNÿLGHÿJN]LGaÿªYKLGÿJSKUc
¥]LÿSÿTHUHJLOKSVÿOKU^HÿPN]XUÿPNVVHPLÿG]VUOHUJÿNMÿOHJKUHVLJÿWKLGKVÿSÿGSXM¡YKXHÿLNÿLGH
JLSLKNVaÿªYKLGÿJSKUaÿWGKXHÿSXJNÿSXXNWKV^ÿ]JÿOKUHOJÿHVLHOKV^ÿ\STXHWNNUÿLNÿ́]KPXQÿGNT
NZHOÿLGHÿMOHHWSQÿSVUÿPNVVHPLÿLNÿLGHÿOH^KNVSXÿKKV^ÿSVUÿGKKV^ÿLOSKXJÿLGSLÿO]VÿLGON]^G
¥SLLXHÿOHHc
« THVKV^ÿSPPHJJÿLNÿ¥SLLXHÿOHHÿSVUÿSXXÿKLJÿLOSKXÿJQJLHYJÿPN]XUÿOHSXXQÿYSHÿJHVJHa¬ÿGH
JSKUcÿ«HOHÿVNLÿLSXKV^ÿSN]LÿSÿOKU^HÿWKLGÿSÿPGSKV¡XKVÿMHVPHÿSVUÿPNVPOHLHaÿNO
JNYHLGKV^ÿXKHÿLGSLcÿ¢MÿWHOHÿ^NKV^ÿLNÿUNÿKLaÿWHÿJGN]XUÿUNÿKLÿWKLGÿJNYHÿXSVUJPSTKV^ÿSVU
SOLaÿJNYHLGKV^ÿLNÿYSHÿKLÿKPNVKPc¬
KLQÿNPKSXJÿWKXXÿH^KVÿJL]UQKV^ÿPNJLJÿSVUÿTNLHVLKSXÿTXSVJÿMNOÿLGHÿOKU^HaÿSJÿWHXXÿSJ
NTLKNVJÿMNOÿ]T^OSUKV^ÿKHÿXSVHJÿSVUÿJKUHWSXJÿSXNV^ÿONSUJÿVHSOÿLGHÿJLSLKNVc
°ÿOKU^HÿWN]XUÿSXYNJLÿPHOLSKVXQÿVHHUÿLGHÿPNNTHOSLKNVÿNMÿ[\aÿJKVPHÿSVÿHVLOSVPHÿTNKVL
WN]XUÿXKHXQÿVHHUÿLNÿHÿ]KXLÿNVÿLGHÿPNYTSVQJÿTONTHOLQcÿNVZHOJSLKNVJÿWKLGÿ[\ÿGSZH
HHVÿNV^NKV^ÿMNOÿYNVLGJaÿªYKLGÿJSKUc
«FGHQÿWSVLÿLNÿHHTÿLGHKOÿPSYT]JÿJHP]OHÿSVUÿGSZHÿ]VUHOJLSVUSXHÿPNVPHOVJÿSN]L
THNTXHÿWSXKV^ÿSPONJJÿKLa¬ÿªYKLGÿJSKUcÿ«¥]Lÿ¢ÿLGKVÿLGHQXXÿHÿKVLHOHJLHUÿKVÿLGHÿPNYY]VKLQ
HVHLJÿNMÿLGHÿ̈NXUÿ©KVHÿSVUÿWSVLÿLNÿYSHÿJ]OHÿLGHKOÿMNXJÿPSVÿLSHÿSUZSVLS^HÿNMÿKLc¬
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Maplewood approves plans for Gold Line station
Submitted by admin on Wed, 02/06/2019 - 12:00am
By: Solomon Gustavo (/by/solomon-gustavo)

The Maplewood City Council approved preliminary
development plans for a Gold Line bus rapid transit
stop in front of the 3M campus on Hudson Road.
The Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit project will have
11 stations total, connecting nine miles of bus line
between Woodbury, Oakdale, Landfall, St. Paul’s
east side, Union Depot in downtown St. Paul, and
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Maplewood. A federal grant has made it possible;
the project will cost $420 million.

graphics courtesy City of Maplewood An artist’s rendering of the the
Gold Line Bus Rapid Line stop in front of 3M on Hudson Road, which
was included in preliminary development plans approved by the
Maplewood City Council Jan. 28.

The line is still in the planning stages — it won’t be
around until 2024.
The station plan was approved, but not before
council members expressed concerns the station
planning was being tailored to the needs of 3M and
not greater Maplewood.
“What I would hate to see happen is this becomes
the 3M station and not the Maplewood station,” said
council member Bryan Smith during the Jan. 28
council meeting. “Right now, it feels a little bit more
like the 3M station.”
Plans presented to the Maplewood council by
project consultant Don Arambula, from Portlandbased urban design firm Crandall Arambula, had
nothing to do with transit lines or buses. It also had
nothing to do with the station, said Arambula, but

(/articles/2019/02/06/maplewood-approves-plans-gold-line-station)

focused on an idea of “what happens around it.”
The ambition is to provide safe and comfortable

A map of the Gold Line running along Interstate-94 on Hudson Road
and the stop in front of 3M.

access to the station in the hopes of increasing the
number of bus riders, and a policy guide for
implementing the city’s 2040 comprehensive plan in
relation to it.
Specifically, Arambula said planners put together a
study, which included resident input, for
development impact and opportunities for a halfmile radius around the station, with a special focus
within a quarter mile. He added that 80 percent of
transit users who walk to a station live within that
quarter-mile radius.
Arambula showed the council a map of the line
running along Interstate-94 on Hudson Road, with
an artist’s rendering of the 3M station with a trail for
people to get there on bike or foot, and a wide,

(/articles/2019/02/06/maplewood-approves-plans-gold-line-station)

landscaped bridge across the freeway. The trail and
bridge would connect to Battle Creek Regional

courtesy City of Maplewood A map of the $420 million, nine-mile Gold
Line project. The double circles represent half- and quarter-mile
radiuses around each station.

Park. The station could be a trail head into Battle
Creek, said Arambula.
He said placing the “employment station” at 3M is
“pretty obvious,” considering the company’s 12,000

employees. The trail and bridge would improve employee walking and biking access to nearby shopping and recreation.
The bridge would cost the city a projected $7 million. Being so far down the road, the price tag is not set in stone. “Don’t write it
down,” joked Arambula.

Worries about
prioritizing 3M
What gave the council more pause than the price was a plan seemingly appeasing 3M above all else.
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Arambula noted that Maplewood community members and staff took issue with the lack of direct walking or biking access to
the station from neighborhoods north and south of it. 3M bans public walking or biking across its campus.
“It’s their land,” said Smith, “a large portion of the ridership coming in and out of that station will be their folks.”
3M, said Smith, has a relatively conservative culture that doesn’t reward risks. He said he’s had conversations with wary 3M
security and facilities people who see risk in elements of the project. “Their jobs are to be protective of the property.”
More bluntly, Smith said connecting Lions Park, for example, to the station and allowing the public to walk through its campus
“gives [3M security] hives right now.”
Council member Kathleen Juenemann said the council needs to somehow “strike a note” that indicates to 3M that the station
“is not all about them.”
Unless 3M is willing to partner with the city, said Smith, basics — like getting a sidewalk from the road to the station — will be
more challenging.
Arambula said his firm is considering how to connect the 3M station to the greater neighborhood.
After noting its concerns, the council approved the plan. Smith said he believes the city and the right people at 3M will be able
to open up conversation.
“I don’t mean to sound doom and gloom about this,” he said.
Said Juenemann, “If you want doom and gloom, come to me.”
Arambula said the next steps would be a feasibility study to find potential funding partners — like 3M, Ramsey County and the
Metropolitan Council — as well as determining exact costs, designs and what steps to take after that.
–Solomon Gustavo can be reached at sgustavo@lillienews.com (mailto:sgustavo@lillienews.com) or 651-748-7815.
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Station-area plans being finalized for Gold Line transit
corridor
Submitted by admin on Mon, 01/28/2019 - 12:00am
By: Hannah Burlingame (/by/hannah-burlingame)

With planning well underway for the Gold Line bus
rapid transit corridor, station-area plans are
beginning to wrap up, serving to lead potential
future development along the corridor.
The Gold Line is a transit corridor that will run from
downtown St. Paul along Interstate 94 to Woodbury.
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The transitway, which will consist of buses running

corridor)

in their own dedicated lanes, is estimated to begin
operations in 2024.

courtesy of Gold Line Partners The Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit
corridor will run between downtown St. Paul and Woodbury along

There are five stops on the East Side — Mounds

Interstate 94. As a part planning for the project, an urban planning
consulting firm was hired to help create station-area plans, which will

White Bear Avenue and Sun Ray.

help guide future development along the transit corridor.

Boulevard/Maria Avenue, Earl Street, Etna Street,

Gold Line Partners, the group of city and county
officials representing their communities in the
creation of the Gold Line, hired an urban planning
consulting firm to help create a Bus Rapid TransitOriented Development Plan to serve as a guide for
future development around the stations.
Portland-based Crandall Arambula made
suggestions for accessibility, connections, safety,
housing and jobs near the stations.
The plans are based off community meetings and
resident input, already established community plans
and others — like the St. Paul Bicycle Plan — within
the city. While the plans don’t guarantee any
specific developments, they serve more to guide
development that could occur five to 10 years after

(/articles/2019/01/28/station-area-plans-being-finalized-gold-line-transitcorridor)

construction of the Gold Line.
Within the plan are two areas — circulation and
development — that looked at how people get to

images courtesy of Gold Line Partners Most of the development
suggestions for the Sun Ray station involved redeveloping the Sun Ray
shopping center in phases, creating high-density housing and retail.

and from the station and what kind of housing and
retail could potentially be created around the
stations.
At a Jan. 16 meeting with the District 1 Community
Council, consultant Don Arambula focused on the
White Bear Avenue and Sun Ray stations.

White Bear Avenue station
While creating the plan, the demographics and
characteristics of the neighborhoods up to a half
mile from the stations were considered, Arambula
said. Each station was given a typology — a sort of
definition — based off of existing housing,
(/articles/2019/01/28/station-area-plans-being-finalized-gold-line-transitcorridor)

community plans, zoning and demographics.
The White Bear Avenue station was labeled as a
neighborhood station, meaning it has “established

Of the suggestions presented by the consulting firm during a Jan. 16
meeting, it was suggested that a parcel of land east of the new
apartment buildings on Hazel Street be turned into a park, giving direct
line-of-sight to the future bus station, which will be between the parcel
of land and Interstate 94.

residential areas with fewer opportunities for transitoriented infill or development,” as described by
Arambula.
While it’s being called the White Bear Avenue
station, it will actually be aligned with Hazel Street,
between White Bear and Ruth Street, a change

from past plans due to the recent construction of a new apartment building off Hazel between I-94 and Old Hudson Road.
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The circulation plan includes adding bike lanes on Third Street, adding a trail and buffer to White Bear Avenue and adding bike
lanes and sidewalks along Old Hudson Road. It was also suggested that a trail should be added on the south side of Suburban
and Burns avenues to create connections to retail in the area.
Of the few community members in attendance, all seemed to agree that a logical addition would be a connection to the retail
area south of I-94 via a pedestrian bridge over the freeway directly to the White Bear station. This would allow users to skip
walking up White Bear Avenue or Ruth Street. Arambula said it could be added to the plan.
The development plan included making a vacant lot just east of the new apartment building into a park, providing a shared
green space and also a clear line of sight to the bus station itself. The lot is owned by the Minnesota Department of
Transportation.
Other suggestions included turning under-used parking lots into multi-family mixed-use housing, as well as continuing to fill
vacant retail space in the area south of I-94, which has been an ongoing goal for a number of years.

Sun Ray
According to Arambula, Sun Ray station was identified as a mixed-use neighborhood station, meaning that it “retains transitsupportive uses, supports local businesses and provides housing options.”
He said the station was also unique because the Sun Ray shopping center provides an opportunity for phased redevelopment,
creating higher density housing and commercial spaces. He added its proximity to 3M, which is right across McKnight Road
from the shopping center, is also a unique asset when it comes to marketing housing and retail.
The Sun Ray station is planned to be along Old Hudson Road at the end of Pedersen Street, directly south of TJ Maxx.
Similar to the White Bear station, which is just a few blocks away, the consultants again suggested bike lanes on Third Street,
Ruth and Old Hudson, as well as creating a walking/bike trail along Pedersen Street that would connect the Sun Ray station to
Sun Ray Library and Conway Recreation Center.
In terms of development, the plan mainly accounts for possible high-density redevelopment of the Sun Ray Mall. It suggests
redeveloping the mall into a new street grid and creating a number of multi-family apartment buildings with ground-level retail
space.
Creating a new street grid could provide space for a park or plaza along Pedersen Street to keep an active line of sight to the
Sun Ray station.
Arambula also suggested studying how the already existing Park and Ride transit center at the shopping mall could be moved
or better incorporated with the Gold Line station.
The plans are set to be finalized in February, and will guide the City of St. Paul when it comes to future development. For those
with questions or suggestions, reach out to St. Paul City Planner Bill Dermody at 651-266-6617 or at
bill.dermody@ci.stpaul.mn.us (mailto:bill.dermody@ci.stpaul.mn.us).
More information about the station area plans and graphics can be found at www.thegatewaycorridor.com/station-areaplanning (http://www.thegatewaycorridor.com/station-area-planning).
–Marjorie Otto can be reached at 651-748-7816 or at eastside@lillienews.com (mailto:eastside@lillienews.com).
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