Agenda
Gateway Corridor Commission
June 23, 2016 - 3:30 PM

Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room
8301 Valley Creek Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Note: There will be a DEIS Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting at 2:00 pm on June 23 at Woodbury City
Hall (immediately preceding the Gateway Corridor Commission meeting).
Action Requested

Item
1.

Introductions

Information

2.

Consent Items
a. Summary of April 14, 2016, Meetings*
b. Checks and Claims*

Approval

3.

Health Impact Assessment Final Report*

Approval

4.

Communications Update*

Information

5.

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Update*

Information

6.

FTA TOD Pilot Program Grant*

Information

7.

Other
a. Meeting Dates Summary*
b. Social Media and Website Update*
c. Media Articles*

Information

8.

Adjourn

Approval

*Attachments

For questions regarding this material, please contact Jan Lucke,
Washington County at (651) 430-4316 or at jan.lucke@co.washington.mn.us.
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The Gateway Corridor Commission convened at 3:30 p.m. by Chair Weik.
Agenda Item #1. Introductions
Introductions were made by those present.
Agenda Item #2. Summary Consent Items
Item 2a. Motion made by Councilmember Smith to approve the January 14, 2016, meeting summary. The
motion was seconded by Mayor Williams. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Item 2b. Checks and Claims: Motion made by Commissioner Ortega to approve the checks and claims. The
motion was seconded by Mayor Stephens. All were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item #3. Gateway Corridor Communications and Government Relations Update
Mr. McClug gave a briefing on legislative session progress and work. Waiting for the transportation conference
committee to get back to work on transportation bills carried over from the last session. On the bonding side,
waiting for the bonding bills to be released by the senate. Governor Dayton has already put in his
recommendations for a 1.4 billion dollar bonding bill. The House and Senate have released their targets;
tentatively the House bill is $600 million and the Senate bill is in the billion plus range. When the bills are
released to the house the numbers will be clear, and specifics will be seen for various projects. The deadline is
in 2-3 weeks and results are not anticipated before that time.
For strategic communications, follow up was done on the language audit conducted on the initial work, and
communications were reviewed around words that work, key phrases (Gateway Gold line BRT), and
standardization. A fact sheet used throughout corridor communities was reformatted.
Upon commission’s approval, social media efforts added Twitter with the username @goldlinebrt. Currently,
there are 70 plus followers. This is a good sign for the future in order to obtain more exposure and
engagement.
Business, organization, and community outreach has been optimistic; with welcoming turnouts and positive
feedback regarding transportation and transit possibilities.
Chair Weik asked for and questions or further discussion.
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Chair Weik gave a brief overview of the PAC meeting discussion, and additional conversation regarding Metro
State University’s new science addition. The students are considered activity units, and are required to travel to
offsite locations for classes and studies. Transit can make a tremendous difference for students, since parking at
the university and offsite locations is limited.
Melissa Donald, with the East Side Area Business Association (ESABA), commented that at the last ESABA board
meeting, members voted to officially support Gold Line BRT.

Item 4a: Managed Lane Alternative – Concurrence with FHWA Letter

Ms. Leitner gave a brief explanation of the Gold Line Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) and Commission, and
stated the need for the commission to assist as a gate keeper in the joint county partnership on the project.
Management alternative summary packet and handouts provided. A study completed of the managed lane
alternative, along with different concepts. All information requested by FHWA was completed and acceptance
letter has been received, concluding that the managed lane study has been thoroughly vetted, and can be
included in Chapter 2 of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Chapter 2 of the EIS is the transportation
chapter, and will not require a full environmental analysis on the alternative. The Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) has reviewed the document and concurred with FHWA. The PAC concurred at a previous meeting,
resulting in the action presented at today’s meeting. FHWA has agreed and will be documented in the EIS.
The action requested is concurrence with FHWA that the requested managed lane concept has been
demonstrated to not meet the project’s goals and objectives, as envisioned by the Gateway Corridor
Commission.
Motion made by Councilmember Prince to approve. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Smith. All
were in favor. Approved. Motion carried.

Multiple scoping amendments are being packaged together for the county board.
Item 4b: DEIS March Activities
Ms. Leitner said engagement work in the City of Oakdale developed good conversations and provided a lot of
information that will be useful in the process of re-looking the eastern end of the corridor.
A new working group formed with Oakdale, Woodbury, Metro Transit, MnDOT, Ramsey County and project
staff, as a result of this activity. The group is working together to collaboratively find an alternative plan for the
eastern end of the corridor, while not altering the existing Gateway Gold Line plan.
Agenda Item #5a. Engagement and Meeting Dates Summary
Ms. Leitner stated upcoming meeting dates: Commission meeting May 12, 3:30 pm; PAC meeting June 9, 1:30
pm; Commission meeting June 9, 3:30pm.
Agenda Item #5b. Social Media Update
Mr. McClung covered this portion of the agenda in Item #3.
Agenda Item #5c. Media Articles
Ms. Leitner commented on the wide range of media coverage this month. The articles are provided in the
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handout packet. An additional letter to the editor came in after the packet was completed, so it is not included.
Two meetings to note not included in the packet: a workshop requested by the Oakdale City Council with date
TBD, and the Oakdale City Council Planning Commission Meeting scheduled for May 5, 2016, to provide a
project update.
Mr. John Kahl said there are five plus weeks left in this session, but it remains very quiet and uneventful at this
time. Efforts continue with the working teams, but difficulties are being experienced with split parties regarding
the bill for bonding funding for Gateway and it is unknown at this time.
Commissioner Ortega asked about alternate plans if funding is not received from the session.
Chair Weik responded there have been talks with Met Council. There is the possibility of allocations through
Met Council, similar to state funding received through Met Council in 2014.Commissioner Ortega stated Met
Council will be experiencing difficulties with the 2016 session, as well. Chair Weik said this should be saved for
further discussion.
Commissioner Ortega stated that since Gateway Gold Line is next in line for funding, he would hate to lose the
opportunity.
Agenda Item #5. PAC Appointment Update
Chair Weik congratulated Bryan Smith on his new appointed position of PAC Vice Chair.
The meeting adjourned at 3:55PM
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Agenda Item #2b
DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Checks and Claims

DEIS Contract (Kimley Horn)
4/1/16 – 4/30/16
5/1/16 – 5/31/16

$52,303.40
$47,662.05

Contract Utilization = 85%
Communications Contract (MZA+Co)
4/1/16 – 4/30/16
5/1/16 – 5/31/16

$14,324.12
$28,267.34

Contract Utilization = 52%
Total
Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.
Action Requested:
Approval

$142,556.91

Agenda Item #3
DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Health Impact Assessment Grant for Gateway Corridor

Background on Health Impact Assessment Grant
The Gateway Corridor Commission received a $105,000 grant to perform a Health Impact Assessment.
The health impact assessment was supported by a grant from the Health Impact Project, a collaboration
of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trusts, with funding from the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundation. The Gateway Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit Health Impact
Assessment was completed by a project team, comprising staff from Washington County Public Works,
Washington County Public Health and Environment, and Saint Paul—Ramsey County Public Health.
Final Report Overview
The final report is intended to serve as a resource to those seeking to protect and promote health
through evidence-based land use decisions. The complex interaction between health and these
conditions means healthcare alone cannot improve our health. In fact, health begins where we spend
the most time—at home, at work, and in our communities. For this reason, how we design our
communities matters. While this report focuses on Gateway Gold Line BRT communities, the document
can serve as a reference for planners and public health advocates working to promote health through
comprehensive plans. The project summary is attached to this memo but the full report can be found
at www.TheGatewayCorridor.com/transit-study/ in the Study Materials section.
The Gold Line BRT is a proposed transitway in the East Metro that will connect urban and suburban
communities, jobs, retail, education, and recreation destinations. The route could open for service by
2023 and will provide new economic development opportunities as the region grows. The health impact
assessment is a part of broad planning efforts for the Gold Line BRT, and focuses on how health can be
integrated into the comprehensive plans for the five cities along the corridor: Saint Paul, Maplewood,
Landfall, Oakdale, and Woodbury. Because the eastern end of the route and station locations have yet
to be determined, the report does not include specific details for some Oakdale and all Woodbury
station locations. As part of each city’s comprehensive plan, they will need to include the Gold Line BRT
station areas and consider improvements around these stations that will work with the new transit line.
These station areas present a unique opportunity for each city to implement their vision for a livable and
healthy community.

The final report focuses on four health elements that were identified by a community driven process.
The Gold Line BRT project has an extensive technical, policy, and community committee structure.
These committees, along with other community groups, determined the factors considered most
important to health when it comes to the built environment. Community representatives selected four
elements important to health and influenced by land use decisions. These four elements are:
• Connectivity
• Housing
• Jobs
• Safety
Criteria for selecting the elements included:
• Availability of data,
• Interest from a wide range of stakeholders, and
• Ability to influence land use decisions.
Given these criteria, some items - such as air quality and childcare access - discussed by community
representatives at outreach meetings were not included in the assessment.
The comprehensive planning process is an opportunity for Gold Line BRT cities to reinforce their work
towards creating healthy, livable communities. Cities play an essential role in the design of our
environments and as a result yield great power in creating healthy communities. Gold Line BRT
communities have previously implemented many health-supportive strategies, as indicated by research
completed in this HIA. The analysis has also highlighted where opportunities exist for cities to bring
health front and center in decision-making processes that will affect communities for years to come.
HIA participants, including representatives from Gold Line BRT communities, noted that the project
helped increase their understanding of the relationship between land use decisions and health. The
analysis combined with stakeholder input has helped identify potential opportunities for cities to
address in their comprehensive plans. Conversations surrounding community health are ongoing, and
comprehensive plans are one of many opportunities to consider health in policy making. Accordingly,
the results of this HIA can guide community-wide discussions surrounding health improvement well
beyond the Gold Line BRT. The breadth of suggested recommendations in this study allows a city to
choose the best strategies to meet its own community-based vision for health. Each Gold Line BRT city
can work collaboratively with community members to understand health concerns and to develop and
achieve their vision for an equitable, healthy community.
Action
Approve final report for the Health Impact Assessment

Gateway Gold Line Bus Rapid
Transit: A Closer Look at Health
and Land Use
Project Summary
May 2016

Introduction
Overview

This document summarizes the Gateway Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (Gold Line BRT) health impact
assessment (HIA) process and recommendations. The HIA process provides a framework for reviewing
health benefits and impacts of land use decisions. The review results in a set of recommendations
on how to incorporate health into decision-making processes before a policy is adopted. Find more
details in the Gateway Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit: A Closer Look at Health and Land Use Technical
Report at TheGatewayCorridor.com.

Background

Our Environment Shapes Our Health

The places in which we live, work, and play affect our health. Man-made (or “built”) environments
can support or limit healthy behaviors and the ability to get to basic needs and services. Our health
begins with decisions on where to place resources such as grocery stores, schools, parks, and health
care facilities within our cities and what methods of travel we are able to use. Communities should
consider health as early as possible in these decisions to ensure all residents can lead healthy lives.
Cities play an essential role in the design of our environments and as a result, yield great power in
creating healthy communities.

A Local Vision for Health

Cities regularly develop plans for their vision of the future and map how to reach that vision. These
plans (called “comprehensive plans”) help guide how cities will develop, where resources like jobs,
housing, and trails will be located, and how we will travel throughout our communities. Individual
and community health is certainly affected by these planning processes as cities aim to create
livable communities. However, health is often missing from comprehensive plans and cities’ mission
and vision.
Certain comprehensive plan elements required by the Metropolitan Council—the metropolitan
planning organization for the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area—provide opportunities to incorporate
health. This study focuses on including health in land use decisions around the Gold Line BRT
project. The project team conducted outreach as part of this study and many community members
provided feedback about the connection between health and where they live, work, and play. As a
result, as cities work to update their comprehensive plans, they should consider health early and
often, and engage community members to further define what health means to each community.

The Gold Line BRT is an Opportunity

The Gold Line BRT is a proposed transitway in the East Metro that will connect urban and suburban
communities, jobs, retail, education, and recreation destinations. All-day transit service will be
provided at the stations and will tie into the growing regional transit system. The route could open
for service by 2023 and will provide new economic development opportunities as the region grows.
This health impact assessment is part of broad planning efforts for the Gold Line BRT, and focuses
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on how to integrate health into the comprehensive plans for the five cities along the corridor:
Saint Paul, Maplewood, Oakdale, Landfall, and Woodbury. As part of each city’s comprehensive
plan, they will need to include the Gold Line BRT station areas and consider improvements
around these stations that will work with the new transit line. These station areas present a
unique opportunity for each city to implement their vision for a livable and healthy community.

Community Driven Process

The Gold Line BRT project has an extensive technical, policy, and community committee structure.
These committees, along with other community groups, determined the factors considered most
important to health when it comes to the built environment. Community representatives selected
four elements important to health and influenced by land use decisions. These four elements are:
• Connectivity
• Housing
• Jobs
• Safety
Criteria for selecting the elements included:
• Availability of data,
• Interest from a wide range of stakeholders, and
• Ability to influence land use decisions.
Given these criteria, some items - such as air quality and childcare access - discussed by
community representatives at outreach meetings were not included in the assessment.

What We Found Out

Community Health Profile

The project team collected information on health outcomes for the Gold Line BRT communities. As
land use changes over time, we may see a change in health outcomes. The information collected
serves as a baseline for the two counties and five cities along the corridor. For the purpose of this
study, the best available data about health conditions are reported at a county level.
The overall health of people in the corridor is generally good by comparison to state and national
benchmarks. Health conditions across the corridor demonstrate the impacts to health that income
and education can have on our communities. The western portion of the corridor, which is located
in Saint Paul and Ramsey County, is characterized by lower median household income and lower
high school graduation rates than the state average. Ramsey County also has higher portions of
the population experiencing poverty (25% of children) and lacking health insurance compared to
statewide numbers. By contrast, in the eastern portion of the corridor, median household income
is 40% higher than the state average, but the average wage is well below what would be needed to
afford most homes in the area. Outcomes such as high school graduation and low birth weight are
also noticeably better than the statewide average.
Social and financial stress for households limits the ability to be healthy. The portion of households
that are over-burdened by housing and transportation costs illustrates this struggle. For Ramsey
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County communities, the portion of income paid toward housing costs is relatively high; in more
suburban communities, the combined cost of transportation and housing is significantly high.
Additionally, racial and ethnic disparities exist when it comes to homeownership and other factors
that influence the ability to be healthy. These disparities place populations of color at a notable
disadvantage in achieving healthy outcomes as individuals and families.

How the Elements Influence Health

The following summaries for each health element - connectivity, housing, jobs, and safety - include
a vision statement, what we heard from the community, highlights from the Gateway Gold Line Bus
Rapid Transit: A Closer Look at Health and Land Use Technical Report, and opportunities for action.
Find more details about the overall HIA process, along with each element in the technical report, at
TheGatewayCorridor.com.
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Connectivity
“My neighborhood is
a patchwork quilt of
sidewalks; some blocks
have sidewalks that stop
halfway down the block.
More sidewalks would
make people feel safer
about walking.”
-Community
Representative

Vision Statement
Provide convenient and reliable ways
to walk or bicycle to basic needs and
services.

Why Connectivity Matters to Health
A 2005 Article in the American Journal of Preventative Medicine
reported that 29% of people using transit to get to work met their
daily requirements for physical activity by walking to work.

What the Community is Saying
Community members want safe places to walk and bicycle
between the station areas, businesses, and neighborhoods. Many
respondents selected the presence of sidewalks as being crucial
to a healthy community. Providing better pedestrian and bicycle
connections will help people get to basic needs and services, while
also providing opportunities to be physically active.

Better Connections Improve Health
The ability to easily get to basic needs and services influence a
person’s social, economic, physical, and mental well-being. How
we design connections (e.g. roads, sidewalks, paths, and transit)
to basic needs and services determines how easily people can
benefit from the availability of these resources. Safe walking and
bicycling routes help more people get to public transportation and
are crucial connections to healthy foods, schools, jobs, and health
services. In addition, safe connections encourage people to be
physically active. Improving connections help community members
live healthy and productive lives.
There are 33,426 people without
a vehicle living along the Gold
Line BRT, over 1/5 of the sevencounty metro area’s zero-vehicle
households.
Source: Gold Line BRT
Puropse and Need

Not all people want to or can travel by car. Over 1/5 of the sevencounty area’s zero vehicle households live in Gold Line BRT
communities. Public transportation cannot connect all riders with
door-to-door service, and taking transit typically involves walking
or bicycling at the beginning and end of the trip. Development
patterns in the Gold Line BRT communities vary from one city to
another. For example, it is challenging to walk or bicycle near the
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Connectivity
When calculating Walk
Scores, maximum points
are given for amenities
within a five-minute walk.
No points are awarded
for amenities beyond a
30-minute walk. Gold Line
BRT cities’ Walk Scores
range from car dependent
to somewhat walkable.
Source: WalkScores.com

proposed White Bear Avenue and Sun Ray station locations
because the areas include large parking lots and buildings that
are located far away from streets and sidewalks. This type of
design encourages people to drive to these locations and creates
a demand for parking. These areas also discourage walking and
bicycling.

What You Can Do
Community representatives want cities to ensure that community
members have the choice to walk or bicycle to basic needs and
services including public transportation. Streets are important for
better connections and a grid network provides the best opportunity
for travel between destinations. As new businesses and homes are
built along the Gold Line BRT, cities can consider opportunities
to provide a street network that includes sidewalks and bicycle
routes. Developers and property owners are important partners in
designing these connections.
In the more developed sections of the Gold Line BRT, pedestrian
and bicycle connections are missing and need to be completed.
Bicycle lanes on streets leading to station areas can help people
travel safely to these areas. If a station area is missing sidewalks,
cities need to seek ways to include new sidewalks and trails to
support walking and bicycling.
Cities need to consider the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists
when completing a network of roads, sidewalks, and bicycle
routes. Cities will have the opportunity to determine the safest
routes to the station areas and the appropriate design measures
(e.g. intersection crossings and lighting) that promote safe
environments.

See the Connectivity
section in the technical
report for more information.

Building placement and design play an important role in creating
areas where people can walk and bicycle. Cities can help decrease
the demand for parking by developing a mix of land uses (e.g.
housing, retail, and offices) near the station areas that support
transit, while also building better pedestrian and bicycle networks.
These actions provide convenient and reliable ways to walk or
bicycle to basic needs and services and allow residents to live
active and healthy lives.
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Housing
“Housing affordability
allows families to have
money needed to afford
other basic needs and
avoid highly concentrated
areas of poverty and the
related negative health
outcomes associated
with economically
disadvantaged
neighborhoods.”
-Community
Representative

Vision Statement
Increase housing options for all ages,
incomes, and lifestyles.

Why Housing Matters to Health
Between now and 2040, the region will add 374,000 households.
Roughly, 40% of these households will earn less than 80% of area
median income ($65,800 for a family of four).
Source: Metropolitan Council Housing Policy Plan

What the Community is Saying
Community members noted that affordable housing for all ages
and income levels is important to have in the Gold Line BRT station
areas. Individuals who selected “access to affordable housing” as
an important issue in their community noted a strong relationship
between housing and health. One respondent said simply “Access
to affordable housing is a top social determinant of health.”
Social determinants of health are the physical and economic
environments in which we live, work, and play. Housing, as an
example, is the foundation for our daily lives. Where we live is
where we sleep, store valuables, recover from illness, and raise
our families. Our home and neighborhood conditions influence our
ability to make healthy choices.

Affordable Housing is Important for Physical and
Mental Health

According to the American
Public Transportation
Association (2010), transit
riders in the Twin Cities save
on average $824 a month, for
an annual savings of $9,884.

People unable to afford housing costs are likely to struggle to pay for
other basic needs and services. As a result, these individuals may
drop medical insurance, skip meals, or go without proper health
care. In addition, fewer affordable housing options may lead to
unstable housing conditions including frequent moves, eviction,
foreclosure, and even homelessness. Unstable housing can result
in a poor quality of life and high levels of stress and depression.
When housing is affordable, people keep more resources to spend
on other basic needs and services, which help support their overall
health and well-being.
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Housing
“It is difficult to remain
healthy if basic needs for
food and shelter are not
met. Struggling financially
to pay rent leads to fewer
funds for healthy foods,
less time to exercise and
leads to significant emotional stress which, in turn,
leads to higher levels of
morbidity and mortality.”
- Community
Representative

Transportation costs are the second-largest budget item for most
families. When households spend more than 45% of their income
on housing and transportation combined, they live in an area that
is not affordable. There is a wide range of household spending
on housing and transportation along the Gold Line BRT. For
example, residents in Saint Paul, an area typically better served
by transit, spend 39% of their household income on housing and
transportation, while residents in Woodbury spend 53% of their
income on housing and transportation. Living near a transit station
can help reduce transportation costs for residents or at a minimum
provide travel options for those who need them.

What You Can Do
Cities will evaluate affordable housing needs as part of the
comprehensive planning process. An important first step to ensure
affordable housing is to plan for a range of housing options. Cities
should consider modifying land use plans and other planning tools
to ensure support for and to promote a range of housing options
at Gold Line BRT stations. Cities can also explore innovative ways
to attract developers to build housing options that fit the needs of
their community based on a housing assessment.
Incorporating housing with other uses like grocery stores, jobs,
and health care services provides opportunities to get to basic
needs and services without having to drive or take transit long
distances. These services help support overall health and wellbeing, and having a variety of businesses and land uses near transit
stations can help minimize transportations costs and improve the
affordability of the area. See the “Connectivity” section for more
information on land use at Gold Line BRT station areas.

See the Housing section
in the technical report for
more information.
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Jobs

“It’s really important to
situate entry level and/
or living wage jobs around
transit lines, because it
allows people who don’t
own a vehicle to access
employment.”
-Community
Representative

Vision Statement
Increase the number and variety of
jobs available along the
Gold Line BRT.

Why Jobs Matter to Health
Unemployment and low-paying jobs have been linked with stress
and depression.
Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 2013.
According to research conducted for the Washington County
Community Health Assessment, obesity rates among people living
in poverty are double the rate of their higher-income peers. This
indicated that the ability to get to jobs that provide a living wage is
an important factor of health.
Source: Washington County, 2014.

What the Community is Saying
Community representatives said that having jobs available at the
Gold Line BRT stations would encourage people to use transit
services. They also stated that it is important to have jobs for a
variety of people and skills located near stations because it allows
people who do not own a vehicle to get to work.

Stable, Well-Paying Jobs Support Health

Nearly 20% of all Gold Line BRT HIA
worksheet respondents selected
Office Jobs and Commercial and
Retail Services as two of the five
most important elements perceived
as having the greatest influence on
creating healthier environments at
the station areas.

Financial challenges for individuals without a job have serious
impacts on individual and family health. A job can mean the
difference between struggling to pay for basic needs and services
(e.g., healthy food and health services) and having the choice to
lead a healthy, thriving life. People with stable, well-paying jobs
tend to live longer and have better physical and mental health.
While cities typically cannot offer a job for every individual
living in their community, transit helps connect individuals with
employment opportunities. In addition, the ability to get to a
job via transit increases the number of potential applicants for
positions connected by the regional transit system. In other words,
companies can hire from a larger labor pool.
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Jobs

“The closer people work to
transit lines, the less traffic
on the roads. This can
lead to less pollution, less
stress, and safer roads.”
-Community
Representative

A living wage is the amount needed for a worker to afford the cost
of living in their community. This amount varies by location. Living
wage jobs increase a person’s ability to participate in the economy
and to share in its benefits, according to Minnesota Compass.
Transit connections improve a person’s ability to get to stable, wellpaying jobs.

What You Can Do
Jobs are spread throughout the region, making it difficult,
expensive, and time consuming for workers without a car to reach
potential places of employment. Increasing transit connections to
jobs is important, as it provides workers with an affordable and
reliable way to get to work. It also allows employers to attract and
retain employees, regardless of whether the employees have a
car. Currently, there are limited transit options in Gold Line BRT
communities.
Cities could seek opportunities to support new jobs and businesses
at the Gold Line BRT station areas. For example, cities can evaluate
their economic development plans, land use plans, and planning
tools to ensure they support and promote job creation at the Gold
Line BRT station areas. Cities can also explore innovative ways to
attract new businesses to the station area. Cities should connect
jobs to station areas with safe sidewalks and bicycle routes. These
elements allow transit riders to travel safely from the station to their
place of employment. Please see the “Safety” and “Connectivity”
sections for more information on safely connecting communities.

See the Jobs section in the
technical report for more
information.
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Safety
“If people don’t feel
personally safe, they won’t
use the space. Mixed land
use can lead to greater
personal safety by making
sure there is adequate
pedestrian traffic in the
area to be observant.”
-Community
Representative

Vision Statement
Create safe places for walking and
bicycling, while reducing crime.

Why Safety Matters to Health
The likelihood of fatalities in crashes involving a vehicle and a
pedestrian or person on a bicycle decreases substantially as
vehicle speed decreases.
Source: Transportation Research Board, 1998.

What the Community is Saying
In addition to personal safety, community representatives
commented on the importance of being able to travel without
fear of getting hit by a car to and from stations and other local
destinations. For example, these stakeholders highlighted the need
for complete and well-maintained sidewalks and well-lit streets.
They also overwhelmingly selected the presence of sidewalks as
being fundamental to a healthy community.

Safe Spaces Contribute to Healthy Communities
Crash rates and accident levels have shown that the design of our
built environment has not done enough to protect pedestrians and
bicyclists. Historically we built our streets (including sidewalks)
and intersections to help cars travel quickly between destinations
with little focus on walkers and bicyclists. As a result, walking and
bicycling have become less safe over time. Often the most frequent
users of sidewalks and bicycle routes are individuals with no other
transportation options.
Recent studies in the United
States have demonstrated
that people walk on average
70 minutes longer per week
in locations where it is easy
and safe to walk.
Source: Saelens, et al., 2003

Providing an environment with pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly
design is important to safety. The same elements (e.g., street
lighting and landscaping) that create welcoming spaces help
promote safety both from accidents and from crime. Research has
also shown that having more people present in an area helps to
deter crime. In addition, these spaces, when designed for both
people and cars, can help create a sense of belonging and promote
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Safety
healthy behaviors like physical activity. When designed well, spaces
can help meet diverse needs of the population.

“Everyone wants to feel
safe in all environments.
Better lighting, shoveled,
salted and sanded
sidewalks are all a plus.”
- Community
Representative

In Gold Line BRT communities, personal safety and crime
prevention were among the elements perceived as having the
greatest influence on creating healthier environments. Community
members commented that if they do not feel safe, they are far less
likely to use transit. Community members also listed the importance
of having good lighting and a variety of services available at the
station areas to create more activity on the street.

What You Can Do
Cities can create safer places for pedestrians by implementing
good design. Good design takes into consideration the built
environment including buildings, roads, and sidewalks and how
it influences safety. For example, people feel safer when there
are many people walking on the street and business entrances
are visible from the street. A good design policy that incorporates
safety is called “Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
(CPTED),” which focuses on building design, landscaping, and
street design to invite more people to public areas and reduce
spaces where crime could occur.
Another example of good design is the use of lighting along
sidewalks. Sidewalk and street lighting creates a more inviting
space and encourages people to be out after dark. Lighting also
enables people to observe what is going on around them. The ability
to observe surroundings is referred to as natural surveillance.
Natural surveillance allows people to easily see their surroundings
without any obstructions (e.g. tall fences and hidden alleys)
and increases perception of safety in an area. Using low or seethrough fencing and placing doors and windows along street fronts
increases natural surveillance. Cities can work with stakeholders
and developers to use good design to achieve safer places.
See the Safety section in
the technical report for
more information.

A safe pedestrian place also includes a connected sidewalk
network and safe crossings. Sidewalks on both sides of the street
allow pedestrians to get to destinations without walking in traffic.
Pedestrian and bicycle connections are more thoroughly discussed
in the “Connectivity” section.
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Suggested Recommendations
Similar to the way the elements were selected, suggested recommendations were included if
positive health outcomes could result from land use decisions. Suggested recommendations were
determined through a review of available research and an analysis of current practices in each city.
Since health results from complex interactions between people and their communities, cities
have the opportunity to implement solutions they feel best serve their residents. The suggested
recommendations listed below can be implemented in any combination to help build healthy,
livable communities.

Summary of Suggested Recommendations
Equity

Because equity regularly came up in conversations with community representatives, is included as
part of community health assessments conducted in both Ramsey and Washington Counties, and is
one of five outcomes included in ThriveMSP 2040—the regional vision for the Twin Cities Metropolitan
Area—it is important for cities to consider this topic as part of the comprehensive planning process.
• Link equity to all health elements. Each city should go through their own process to define
what equity means to them, while considering the Metropolitan Council’s definition.

Suggested Actions for City Governments

• Determine what health means to your city and provide health specific questions as you
collect input from community representatives for the comprehensive plan.
• Invite diverse individuals to participate in decision-making discussions, including the
comprehensive plan.
• Ensure that residents have the choice to walk or bicycle to basic needs and services, not
just for recreation. A pedestrian and bicycle assessment could be done to determine gaps
and areas of opportunity in the existing network.
• Provide a range of housing options for all incomes, ages, and lifestyles based on the
assessment of needs for your own community.
• Plan a mix of land uses at station areas that meet market demand, input from
stakeholders, and densities that support transit.
• Assess your plan review policies to ensure that development supports safe communities.

Suggested Actions for Other Stakeholders

• Use the results of this study to talk with city staff and elected officials about the
importance of health in your community and in comprehensive plans.
• Participate in local planning and zoning commissions. These committees have an ongoing
role in planning. Look for opportunities to attend meetings, provide feedback, and join the
committees.
• Educate others on the connections between the built environment, land use, and health.
• Build partnerships between public health advocates and city planners to advance health
in city planning processes.
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Conclusion
Visions for Health

Each city has an opportunity to create a vision for health as part of the comprehensive planning process.
The Gold Line BRT cities—Saint Paul, Maplewood, Oakdale, Landfall, and Woodbury—should strive to
understand the power of the built environment in creating healthy spaces and their role in creating
more livable communities. The Gold Line BRT station areas can become models for healthy design
in each community as cities work to support health through land use changes. More information on
the results of this assessment are available in a technical document at TheGatewayCorridor.com.
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Agenda Item #4
DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Brian McClung, MZA+Co

RE:

Gateway Corridor Communications and Government Relations Update

Our communications and government relations efforts on behalf of the Gateway Corridor Commission
have been extremely active over the past several weeks.
This period included the end of the 2016 Minnesota legislative session. Legislators concluded their work
on May 23 without passing bonding or transportation bills, and the tax bill was subsequently pocketvetoed by Governor Dayton, leaving a supplemental budget bill as the only significant piece of legislation
passed during the 10-week session.
Government Relations – In what was possibly the strangest conclusion to a Minnesota legislative
session in recent history, the House and Senate adjourned after a flurry of activity that concluded
without legislation being passed. The House took up a $990 million bonding bill at approximately 11:20
pm on the final night of session, with 40 minutes until the 12 midnight constitutional deadline. The bill
passed the House 91-39 and was sent to the Senate as time began to wind down.
The Senate took up the bill and an amendment was offered to include additional funding for transit (the
Senate had previously unveiled a $1.5 billion bill; the $990 million version considered on the last night of
session left out several Senate priorities). The amendment was voted onto the bill so the bill needed to
be sent back to the House for concurrence. However, by that point the House had already adjourned
sine die. So the bonding bill died.
The version of the bonding bill considered on the last night of session did not include funding for
Gateway Gold Line BRT or the Red Rock Corridor.
Governor Dayton & legislative leaders have met twice to discuss parameters of a possible Special
Session, but not much progress has been made. On Tuesday, June 16, the House & Senate Bonding
conferees held a hearing to review the bill that was before the legislature on the final night of session
and take testimony. Woodbury Mayor Mary Giuliani Stephens testified in support of Gateway Gold Line
BRT. Senator Katie Sieben, a member of the bonding conference committee, offered positive comments
in support of the project as well
MZA+Co
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We continue to be in regular contact with legislators and staff to make the case that any future
compromise bonding bill should include the $3 million in planning funds for Gateway Gold Line BRT.
Social Media – We have done significant work to build new audiences on social media and have had
good success in this area. Since beginning our new @GoldLineBRT twitter account on March 25
(approximately 3 months ago) we have tweeted 70 times. Last time we provided an update we were at
70 followers; we are now at 117 followers.
Our recent top tweet earned 1,755 impressions – it was a “Quote retweet” of @MSP_Traffic describing
how terrible the I-94 commute was on a recent morning. We added “Morning traffic report from I-94
corridor. Good reminder why we need more transportation options in East Metro.” This garnered 10
retweets and 5 likes. We’ve also seen a positive response to tweets about a recent news article that
found 3M is the most desired employer for millennials.
In April we had 17.2K tweet impressions and in May we had 28.5K tweet impressions.
Facebook also continues to be a very strong outreach tool for us – we’ve had 33 Facebook posts since
May 1, sharing news and information, posting photos from community events and engaging with the
community.
Community Outreach – We continue to reach out to organizations, businesses and non-profits in the
community. Recent meetings and conversations have included Metropolitan State University, presenting
at an East Side Area Business Association (ESABA) member meeting, a Transit for Livable Communities
event in Oakdale, and meetings with Lisa Palmero at Globe University and Tom Given at the Prom
Center. We also attended the ESABA member appreciation picnic.
Our team is working to provide more information about the project to residents, particularly in Oakdale
and Woodbury as more input is collected about the future eastern portion of the route. A recent enewsletter also solicited feedback and we received a solid response to that request.
Strategic Communications – We continue to talk with reporters and editors to ensure that they
understand how Gold Line BRT will work. The recent opening of the Snelling A Line route has been a
helpful opportunity to talk about rapid buses and how Gold Line BRT is similar and different to that
approach. We spoke with reporters at the Pioneer Press, Star Tribune and MPR on background about
this. Stories are not in the works at this time, but we want reporters to be better educated and more
familiar with BRT for future pieces.
Action Requested: Information
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Agenda Item #5

DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Jeanne Witzig, Kimley-Horn

RE:

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Update

Key Work Activities/Progress during from mid-April to mid-June 2016


Meetings
• Technical and Community Advisory Committees (TAC) – The TAC met on June 15, 2016. The
meeting focused on the findings from the East End and Dayton’s Bluff working groups and
federal agency coordination updates.
• East End Working Group – The working group met on April 28, May 25 and June 8, 2016. The
meetings focused on the developing an outreach strategy for the project, ridership
characteristics, operational considerations, and development of preliminary station and
alignment concepts in the City of Oakdale and connecting points into the City of Woodbury. A
follow up meeting was also held with Metro Transit to discuss more detailed operational
considerations.
• Dayton’s Bluff Area Working Group – The initial meeting of this working group was held on May
19, 2016. Meeting focused on brainstorming concepts/options to minimize potential project
impacts in the Dayton’s Bluff area of St. Paul. A follow up meeting was held with MnDOT on May
23, 2016 to review in more detail traffic analysis activities associated with potential concepts.
• Meetings with MnDOT Cultural Resources Unit (CRU)–Every other week check in calls conducted
with CRU focus on status of survey work, next steps in the Section 106 process, and coordination
activities with stakeholder agencies, including FTA and SHPO. Project team meeting was also
held on April 20, 2016 at MnDOT. Purpose of meeting was to discuss the Dayton’s Bluff area.
• BPO/SPO/Gateway Coordination Meeting – Meeting held May 2, 2016. Key topics included
coordination of EIS schedules and FTA review/contacts.



Other Project Activities
• Prepared background demographic information, operational analysis and alignment concepts for
the East End Working Group.
• Conducted traffic and engineering analysis for the Dayton’s Bluff Working Group discussion.
•
Updated project schedule to reflect local decision making process.
• Advanced Section 106 activities, focusing on the Dayton’s Bluff Local Historic District area.
• Weekly coordination with KHA/SRF project team and Washington County. Respond to individual
requests for project information, as needed.

Upcoming Activities



Continue to work with the East End Working Group.
Continue to work with the Dayton’s Bluff Area Working Group

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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Continued Section 106 survey work activities and coordination with MnDOT Cultural Resources Unit
(CRU).
Prepare for and attend BPO/SPO/Gateway monthly coordination meeting
Prepare for and attend upcoming meetings with Washington County staff, PMT, TAC, PAC, GCC, CAC, and
FTA.

Agenda Item #6
DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Update on the FTA TOD Pilot Program Grant

Background on the TOD Planning Grant
The Pilot Program for TOD Planning helps support FTA’s mission of improving public transportation for
America’s communities by providing funding to local communities to integrate land use and
transportation planning. Gateway Corridor received a $1,000,000 grant and CTIB is contributing
$300,000 matching funds.
Scope of Work Summary
The following is the summary that was included in the application materials:
The Gateway Corridor BRTOD (Bus Rapid Transit Oriented Development) Plans will increase ridership
base and enable station areas to achieve their market-driven development potential. The BRTOD Plans
will identify infrastructure investments and policy changes needed to achieve the larger vision of a
vibrant and transit-supportive community. The work plan meets the needs of each station while
maintaining the continuity of the Corridor as a whole. Underlining goals for all tasks are improving
access to employment, healthcare, education and housing for all.
The scope of work that was submitted for the grant was:
• Task 1: Engagement
This task will build on existing extensive public outreach and create an engagement plan to
inform all other tasks.
A central goal of regional transitway development is to increase participation and decisionmaking by underserved populations. Therefore, 30 percent of the proposed budget is allocated
to engagement with a focus on these communities.
• Task 2: Moving the Market to BRTOD
Through the Metro Transit TOD Office, the Council will provide $50,000 of in-kind match to
support BRTOD in the Corridor and act as a resource for the region. The task includes: (1)
workshops for community stakeholders on BRT TOD, including experiences from other regions,
(2) compilation of BRT TOD planning and implementation best practices, (3) library of local and
national examples of TOD in smaller communities. A special focus will be paid to educating
Corridor public officials on task findings.
• Task 3: Review of Previous Station Planning
The Commission is currently completing base level market analysis and station visioning.
Additionally, a grant from the Health Impact Project is underway to complete a corridor Health
Impact Assessment. The BRTOD Plans will use these items as building blocks.
• Task 4: Market Analysis

•

•

•

•

•

This task will coordinate with each city to combine their market-driven station assessments with
corridor-wide assessments and focus on the relationship between demand for housing and
employment locations.
Task 5: Housing, Employment, and Education Gap Assessment
A corridor-wide assessment of existing housing (including affordable and supportive),
employment, and education will identify gaps where stronger transit access links can be made.
Special attention will be paid to the accessibility gaps identified in the regional plan, Thrive MSP
2040, between RCAPs (racially concentrated areas of poverty) and employment and education.
Task 6: Visioning
This task will develop visions for station areas incorporating market realities, sustainable
practices, existing neighborhood character, and TOD strategies for each station. Tasks 3 and 4
data will determine the appropriate level, intensity, and type of development. Agency and
community involvement will establish a final vision for each station area.
Task 7: Development Plans
This task will build on previous tasks to create land use development plans. These plans will
include land use and zoning changes, intensity and types of development supported by market
analysis, and a clear connection to the station and community vision. Attention will be paid to
minimizing displacement for each community. Innovative financing tools such as value capture,
public-private partnerships, TIF districts, and others will be evaluated for the potential to aid
development. The task timeline reflects intensive community outreach.
Task 8: Circulation and Infrastructure Plans
This task will create plans to provide access to, from, and within the station areas for all modes
of transportation and will identify an infrastructure strategy to support the development
identified in Task 7. Infrastructure could include utilities, storm water, sewer, water, sidewalks,
trails, roads, wayfinding, and lighting.
Task 9: BRTOD Plans
This final deliverable will use information generated in all previous tasks to prepare BRTOD Plans
focusing on (1) bridging the gap between current conditions and those anticipated for opening
day of the Corridor BRT line and (2) the long-term development potential of station areas. The
BRTOD Plans will provide a strategic plan to ensure station areas evolve into their highest and
best use on opening day and beyond.

Grant Kick-Off Activities
Project staff has been discussing grant kick-off activities with TAC members and other interested
stakeholders. In general, staff is working to determine the process for finalizing the scope of work and
providing learning opportunities for Gateway Corridor communities about TOD planning activities that
have taken place surrounding other transitways in the Twin Cities. A summary of these activities will be
discussed with the Commission.
Action
Information

Agenda Item #7
DATE:

June 16, 2016

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Other Items

Items 7a. Engagement and Meeting Dates Summary

Included below is a summary of the upcoming Commission and DEIS Study meetings. The engagement
meetings that have taken place and are upcoming are attached to this memo.
Month
July
August
August

Meeting
Commission (potentially cancelled)
PAC
Commission

Date
July 14
August 11
August 11

Planned Start Time
3:30pm
1:30pm
3:30pm

Item 7b. Social Media Updates
Facebook
The Gateway Corridor Facebook page was launched on Monday, February 20, 2012. The page currently
has 578‘Likes’. There have no instances during the reporting period where comments have been
removed in line with the Commission’s social media policy.
YouTube
The “views” of the Gateway Corridor videos ranges from 2-3,257.
Twitter
The Gateway Corridor Twitter account (@GoldLineBRT) was launched in March 2016. The account
currently has 117 followers.

Item 7c. Media Articles

Attached are media articles about the Gateway Corridor from the last month.
Action Requested:

Information.

The Gateway project team has been arranging outreach meetings to stakeholders along the corridor.
These stakeholders range from local community city councils, council districts, business chambers,
individual businesses, community groups and others. Included below is a summary of the Commission’s
outreach activities in 2014, 2015, and 2016.

Upcoming Outreach

Stakeholder
St. Paul Youth Services
Woodbury Rotary Club
King of Kings Church Men’s Group

Previous Outreach

Stakeholder
Oakdale Planning Commission
East Metro Equity Roundtable
District 1 Community Council
Oakdale Ridership Meeting
Ramsey Co/St. Paul Community Health Services Advisory
Committee
Oakdale Environmental Meeting
Oak Meadows Senior Living
Oakdale Community Meetings
Living Healthy Washington County
Lake Elmo City Council
Woodbury City Council
Oakdale Neighborhood Meetings
Senate Bonding Presentation
ESABA Lunch and Learn
Washington County Realtor Forum
Joint Woodbury/Cottage Grove City Council
Oakdale Community Meting
Woodbury City Council Workshop
Oakdale City Council
DC Trip
St. Paul Chamber of Commerce
Lake Elmo City Council
Lake Elmo Planning Commission
E Segment Public Hearing
East Side Enterprise Center
7th Street Live
Lake Elmo Open House
Oakdale HOA
Oakdale Farmers Market

Status
July 7, 2016
July 14, 2016
September 13, 2016

Status
May 5, 2016
April 13, 2016
March 21, 2016
March 9, 2016
March 2, 2016
February 24, 2016
February 4, 2016
January 21 and 28, 2016
January 20, 2016
January 5, 2016
December 9, 2015
December 7, 8, 17, 2015
December 1, 2015
November 12, 2015
October 20, 2015
October 20, 2015
October 15, 2015
October 14, 2015
October 13, 2015
October 7-8, 2015
September 17, 2015
September 15, 2015
September 14, 2015
September 10, 2015
Presentation, August 25, 2015
Booth, August 21, 2015
Open House, August 19, 2015
Presentation, August 17, 2015
Booth, August 5, 2015

St. Paul Youth Services
National Night Out – Conway Rec Center
District 1 Community Council
Landfall Open House
Woodbury Chamber Public Affairs Committee
CAC
District 4 Community Council
Building Owners and Managers Association
East Side Area Business Association
Saint Paul City Council Transitway Workshop
Ramsey Co/St. Paul Community Health
CAC
Living Healthy Washington County
Wilson Apartment Building
Opus (Carlson Business Park Owner)
Lake Elmo City Council
E. 7th Street Placemaking
Guardian Angels Finance Committee
Washington County Public Health staff
Lafayette Business Park Commuter Fair
Carlson/Oaks Station Property Owner
Gateway Corridor Development Forum
East Metro Strong Lake Elmo Workshop
Ramsey County Environmental Health Staff
African American Leadership Forum
HIA Workshop
Senate Transportation Committee
Oakdale Chamber
Ramsey Co/St. Paul Community Health
Legislative Breakfast
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force
St. Paul Historic Preservation committee
Stillwater Lion’s Club
Oakdale City Council
Governor Briefing
Bus Tour with Chair Duininck
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force
Community Advisory Committee
Washington County Public Health Community Leadership
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force
Maplewood Planning Commission
River Valley Action Forum
ESABA Gala

Presentation, August 5, 2015
Booth, August 4, 2015
Presentation, July 27, 2015
Open House, July 23, 2015
Presentation, July 23, 2015
June 24, 2015
Presentation, July 20, 2915
Booth, June 15, 2015
Presentation, June 11, 2015
Workshop, June 10, 2015
Presentation, June 3, 2015
Meeting, June 2, 2015
Presentation, May 20, 2015
Meeting, May 18, 2015
Meeting, May 12, 2015
Workshop, May 12, 2015
Discussion, May 12, 2015
Meeting, May 6, 2015
Presentation, April 24, 2015
Booth, April 23, 2015
Meeting, April 22, 2015
Forum, April 14, 2015
Workshop, April 13-14, 2015
Presentation, March 30, 2015
Meeting, March 16, 2015
Workshop, March 13, 2015
Tour, March 5, 2015
Presentation, March 5, 2015
Presentation, March 4, 2015
February 27, 2015
Meeting, February 17, 2015
Presentation, February 12, 2015
Presentation, February 10, 2015
Workshop, February 10, 2015
Meeting, February 9, 2015
Tour, January 6, 2015
Workshop, February 5, 2015
Meeting, January 29, 2015
Presentation, January 21, 2015
Meeting, January 6, 2015
Presentation, December 16, 2014
Presentation, December 9, 2014
Table – December 4, 2014

St. Paul Station Planning Task Force
Legislative Strategy Meeting
Met Council – Committee of the Whole
Maplewood Station Planning Meeting
Lake Elmo Station Planning Meeting
Dayton’s Bluff Community Meeting
Oakdale Station Planning Meeting
Partnership for Regional Opportunity-TOD Committee
Woodbury Station Planning Meeting
District 4 Community Council New Moon Celebration
St. Paul Station Planning Meeting
Washington County Regional Rail Authority
Globe University – Welcome Day for Students
Woodbury City Council
Oakdale City Council
Maplewood City Council
Lake Elmo City Council
Washington County Regional Rail Authority
Metro State University Fall Fest
Landfall City Council
Lake Elmo City Council
Oakdale City Council
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority- Public Hearing
Saint Paul Planning Commission
Woodbury Rotary Club
Bruce Vento Elementary-Back to School Night
City Walk Board (Woodbury)
Metropolitan Council-Transportation Policy Plan Outreach
Oakdale City Council Workshop
Maplewood City Council Workshop
St. Paul Transportation Committee
Metro State University-Welcome Day
Lake Elmo Property Owners along I-94
Landfall City Council Workshop
LPA Public Hearing
National Night to Unite-several Woodbury neighborhoods
National Night to Unite- Dayton’s Bluff, Saint Paul
Primrose/City Walk Businesses (Woodbury)
Community Thread-Stillwater
St. Paul District 1 Community Council
Woodbury Chamber Public Affairs Committee
Wabasha Street Block Party
ESABA Bowling Tournament

Workshop, December 2, 2014
November 13 and 21, 2014
Presentation, November 12, 2014
November 7, 2014
November 6, 2014
November 6, 2014
November 6, 2014
Presentation, November 3, 2014
October 31, 2014
Flyers/booth – October 30, 2014
October 27 and 30, 2014
October 7th, 2014
Booth – October 1st, 2014
September 24th, 2014
September 23rd, 2014
September 22nd, 2014
September 16th, 2014
Public Hearing- September 16th, 2014
Booth-September 13th, 2014
September 10th, 2014
Workshop-September 9th, 2014
Workshop-September 9th, 2014
Presentation-September 9th, 2014
Update -September 5th, 2014
Presentation – September 4th, 2014
Booth-August 27th, 2014
Presentation-August 27th, 2014
Booth-August 26th, 2014
Workshop – August 26th, 2014
Workshop – August 25th, 2014
Presentation – August 25th, 2014
Booth-August 20th, 2014
Presentation/discussion-August 14th, 2014
Presentation-August 13th, 2014
Public Hearing – August 7th, 2014
Booth-August 5th, 2014
Booth-August 5th, 2014
Presentation-July 31st, 2014
Update-July 29th, 2014
Presentation – July 28th, 2014
Presentation – July 24th, 2014
Booth – July 24th, 2014
Booth – July 24th, 2014

Landfall Planning and Finance Committee
Community Advisory Committee
Orange Line Tour
Make it Happen on E. 7th St. Night Out Business &
Community Fair
FTA Tour and Workshop
District 4 Community Council
Green Line Opening
Community Advisory Committee
Target Station Opening
National Train Day
Future of 4th Event
St. Transportation Summit
Woodbury Expo
St. Paul Port Authority
Corridor Cities and Market Analysis Consultant
Met Council Transportation Committee
Globe University – Students
Engage East Side – Gateway Event
Globe University – Staff
Gateway Day at the Capitol
DEIS Scoping Open House, Conway Rec Center
DEIS Scoping Open House, Guardian Angels
District 1 Community Council Open House
Interagency Scoping Meeting
River Valley Action
FHWA
Landfall HRA
Environmental Quality Board
Park and Rides
Legislative Strategy
Engage East Side – Gateway Event
Washington County Board
Gateway Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast
Guardian Angels Finance Committee
Legislative Strategy
Policy Advisory Committee/Commission
Woodbury Chamber
FTA Call
Community Advisory Committee
D1/D2 Open House
St. Paul Area Chamber

Presentation – July 8th, 2014
Meeting – June 30th, 2014
Field Trip – June 25 - 27, 2014
Event Presence – June 20, 2014
Tour and Presentation – June 20th, 2014
Presentation – June 16th, 2014
Booth at Depot/Wanderers – June 14th,
2014
Meeting – June 3rd, 2014
Booth – May 17th, 2014
Booth – May 10th, 2014
Booth – May 8, 2014
Booth – May 6, 2014
Booth – May 3, 2014
Presentation – April 17, 2014
Meetings - Week of April 14, 2014
Presentation - April 14, 2014
Presentations – April 9, 2014
Presentation/Panel – April 8, 2014
Presentation – March 28, 2014
One-on-ones - March 26, 2014
Open House – March 25, 2014
Open House – March 24, 2014
Booth – March 22, 2014
Meeting – March 20, 2014
Presentation – March 18, 2014
Meeting – March 13, 2014
Presentation – March 12, 2014
Meeting – March 12, 2014
Flyer handout – March 12, 2014
Meeting – February 28, 2014
Meeting – February 25, 2014
Workshop – February 25, 2014
Meeting – February 20, 2014
Meeting – February 19, 2014
Meeting – February 14, 2014
Meeting – February 13, 2014
Presentation – February 12, 2014
Call – February 12, 2014
Meeting – February 10, 2014
Open House – February 6, 2014
Presentation – February 6, 2014

Harley Davidson
Technical Advisory Committee
Legislative Strategy
Washington County Administrators
St. Paul East Side Groups
TAC Staff from Woodbury, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo
Driving tour of Corridor w/ Senator Housley
Technical Advisory Committee
“Get to Know Woodbury” Realtors event
3M Staff
Policy Advisory Committee
Community Advisory Committee
FHWA Staff
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation
District 2 Community Council
Technical Advisory Committee
FTA Conference Call
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation
MnDOT, Met Council, County leadership
FTA Tour
St. Paul District 1 Community Council
Landfall
Technical Advisory Committee
Lake Elmo
MnDOT/Met Council/County Staff
East Side Area Business Association
East Side Partners
Policy Advisory Committee
Community Advisory Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
FTA
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation – Engage ES
St. Paul Transportation Committee
Woodbury staff
Oakdale staff
Maplewood staff
Lake Elmo staff
3M
Metro State
St. Paul staff
Community Advisory Committee
Technical Advisory Committee

Meeting – February 3, 2014
Meeting – January 29, 2014
Meeting – January 3, 2014
Presentation – January 22, 2014
Meeting – January 21, 2014
Meeting – January 9, 2014
Tour – December 27, 2013
Meeting – December 18, 2013
Booth – December 18, 2013
Meeting – December 16, 2013
Meeting – December 12, 2013
Meeting – December 9, 2013
Meeting – December 6, 2013
Transit Summit – December 5, 2013
Presentation – November 20, 2013
Meeting – November 20, 2013
Meeting – November 13, 2013
Town Hall – November 7, 2013
Meeting – November 1, 2013
Tour – November 1, 2013
Presentation – October 28, 2013
Meeting – October 25, 2013
Meeting – October 16, 2013
Presentation – October 15, 2013
Meeting – October 11, 2013
Presentation – October 10, 2013
Meeting – October 8, 2013
Meeting – October 10, 2013
Meeting – September 30, 2013
Meeting – September 25, 2013
Coordination Call #2 – September 25, 2013
Presentation – September 25, 2013
Meeting – September 22, 2013
Meeting – September 12, 2013
Meeting – September 12, 2013
Meeting – September 11, 2013
Meeting – September 10, 2013
Meeting – September 4, 2013
Meeting – August 29, 2013
Meeting – August 29, 2013
Meeting – August 26, 2013
Meeting – August 21, 2013

FTA
East Side Groups Update
Policy Advisory Committee
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side
Technical Advisory Committee
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side
Development Forum
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability
Engage East Side Resident Network staff
Start of DEIS

Coordination Call – August 15, 2013
Meeting – August 13, 2013
Meeting – August 8, 2013
Booth – August 3, 2013
Meeting – July 24, 2013
Booth – July 13, 2013
June 24, 2013
Staff level meeting – June 7, 2013
Discussion on CAC – May 31, 2013

$3 million for Gateway Project included in
Senate Bonding Bill
By Woodbury Bulletin Staff on May 3, 2016 at 1:29 p.m.

L

ongtime champion of sustainable transportation and the Gateway Gold
Line Bus Rapid Transit Project, Sen. Susan Kent (DFL-Woodbury) is happy

to announce the inclusion of the project in the Senate’s $1.5 billion Bonding Bill.
Sen. Kent authored the $3 million project request for Washington County to
help with the state’s share of engineering and environmental analysis to move
the bus rapid transit project into its next phase.
“This $3 million appropriation was absolutely critical to keeping this project on
track, because a one year delay could increase the construction costs of this
project by up to $17 million. I’m so grateful to the Senate Bonding Committee for

seeing the importance of this project to the west metro and for including it in
the Senate Bonding Bill. The Gateway Corridor is home to 300,000 people and
that number is expected to grow rapidly in the next 15 years. This transportation
project is a critical component in the long-term solution to the east metro's
traffic problems,” said Sen. Kent.
The Gateway Corridor or Gold Line BRT would run alongside I-94 in a dedicated
guideway. It would stop at 11 stations and would serve as a connection to our
growing regional transit system. The Gateway Corridor Commission has used a
highly methodical, data-driven process in planning and evaluating alternatives.
Bus rapid transit along this corridor is viewed by project advocates as the best
way to ease the region’s traffic congestion, and is the preferred reliable, high
quality and cost-effective choice by businesses and residents.
According to project leaders, the Gold Line BRT is on schedule to submit an
application to enter the Federal New Starts funding program in the first quarter
of 2017, but must secure $3 million in state funding this year. The application
cannot be submitted until there is confirmation of matching funds for the next
phase.
Transportation projects make up the greatest percentage of the Senate’s
Bonding Bill, coming in at just under $400 million. Another quarter of the bill is
dedicated to higher education, while the rest is divided among water
infrastructure, parks and trails, public safety, housing and human services and
the arts. The bill is estimated to create around 40,000 jobs in the short term,
and will help drive economic development and enhance Minnesota’s
infrastructure well into our state’s future. To learn more about the Senate
Bonding Bill and view an interactive map of projects, visit:
http://build.mn/2016-bonding-bill/2016-senate-bonding-bill/
(http://build.mn/2016-bonding-bill/2016-senate-bonding-bill/) .
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The worst offenders let nothing interfere with their love affairs
with electronic devices. Distracted driving accounts for 1 in 4
crashes and at least 70 deaths and 350 serious injuries a year in
Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety. Between 2011 and 2015, the agency says, 326 people died
and 1,076 suffered life-altering injuries in crashes attributed to
distracted driving.
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violent crime and property crimes, they feel “least safe” from
distracted drivers and their close cousins, drunken drivers.
Washington County ranks better than three other Minnesota
counties measured in the survey, but only at the midpoint of
counties surveyed nationwide.
Dan Starry, chief deputy in the Washington County Sheriff’s
Offce, said a few seconds of distraction can be fatal. “It’s killing
people, it’s killing our loved ones, our neighbors,” Starry said. “A
lot of people think it’s teens causing it, but really it is a lot of age
groups at fault.”
Distracted driving isn’t limited to phones, Starry said. Deputies
fnd sleepy drivers and inattentive drivers who are eating and
putting on makeup. Anybody observing distracted driving should
report them at once, he said.
“Safety is paramount, and drivers have to realize distracted
driving is very dangerous,” he said.
The good news is that surveyed residents think highly of the
Sheriff’s Offce and its 911 dispatch services, implying public trust
in law enforcement authorities to confront distracted driving.
An overwhelming number of U.S. drivers know that texting while
behind the wheel is illegal, and 78 percent say it’s a serious threat
to public safety, according to the AAA Foundation for Traffc
Safety.
More transit, please
Another major fnding in the Washington County survey shows
this: Residents want more public transportation. In fact,
“availability” of bus and rail transit ranked near the “poor” end of
the satisfaction scale and, when compared with other counties,
even lower.
At recent County Board meetings, commissioners lamented a lack
of action in the Minnesota Legislature to approve requests for
transit funding.
Commissioner Karla Bigham, a champion of the Red Rock
Corridor bus rapid transit route from St. Paul to Hastings, said
she was “defated and disappointed” at what she said was a lack of
understanding of county and city needs. “It’s hard to plan longterm when it’s so unstable,” Bigham said of funding.
Bigham and another champion of transit, Commissioner Lisa
Weik, spent hours lobbying at the State Capitol for Red Rock and
the Gold Line, also known as the Gateway Corridor. That bus
rapid transit line would run between St. Paul and the east side of

Distracted drivers are hitting new lows, Washington County survey finds - StarTribune.com.html[6/16/2016 1:35:00 PM]

1

Maplewood man accused of stealing from
Hmong elders in fraud scheme• EAST METRO

2

Ramsey County deputy pleads guilty to
abusing K-9 partner• EAST METRO

3

A new medical complex in Maplewood bucks
industry trends• EAST METRO

4

$8.1M award against Duluth Diocese, order in
child sex abuse case grabs attention
• EAST METRO

5

Minn. high school senior accepted to all eight
Ivy League schools• EAST METRO

Distracted drivers are hitting new lows, Washington County survey finds - StarTribune.com

Woodbury.
Overall, the citizen survey showed high satisfaction with living in
Washington County. “Outdoor recreational opportunities”
received high grades, as did “availability of bike and pedestrian
transportation options.” The county has numerous paved trails,
including the Gateway and Brown’s Creek state trails.
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Most everybody these days tells a disturbing story about distracted drivers drifting over
centerlines, veering onto road shoulders and risking rear-end collisions as they toy with
their phones.
The worst oﬀenders let nothing interfere with their love aﬀairs with electronic devices.
Distracted driving accounts for 1 in 4 crashes and at least 70 deaths and 350 serious
injuries a year in Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.
Between 2011 and 2015, the agency says, 326 people died and 1,076 suﬀered life-altering
injuries in crashes attributed to distracted driving.
Now, from Washington County, comes more glaring concern. A new survey shows
(https://www.co.washington.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/10167) that while residents
feel relatively safe from violent crime and property crimes, they feel “least safe” from
distracted drivers and their close cousins, drunken drivers. Washington County ranks
better than three other Minnesota counties measured in the survey, but only at the
midpoint of counties surveyed nationwide.
Dan Starry, chief deputy in the Washington County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce, said a few seconds of
distraction can be fatal. “It’s killing people, it’s killing our loved ones, our neighbors,”
Starry said. “A lot of people think it’s teens causing it, but really it is a lot of age groups
at fault.”
Distracted driving isn’t limited to phones, Starry said. Deputies ﬁnd sleepy drivers and
inattentive drivers who are eating and putting on makeup. Anybody observing distracted
driving should report them at once, he said.
“Safety is paramount, and drivers have to realize distracted driving is very dangerous,”
he said.
The good news is that surveyed residents think highly of the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce and its 911
dispatch services, implying public trust in law enforcement authorities to confront
distracted driving.
An overwhelming number of U.S. drivers know that texting while behind the wheel is
illegal, and 78 percent say it’s a serious threat to public safety, according to the AAA
Foundation for Traﬃc Safety.
More transit, please
Another major ﬁnding in the Washington County survey shows this: Residents want
more public transportation. In fact, “availability” of bus and rail transit ranked near the
“poor” end of the satisfaction scale and, when compared with other counties, even
lower.
At recent County Board meetings, commissioners lamented a lack of action in the
Minnesota Legislature to approve requests for transit funding.
Commissioner Karla Bigham, a champion of the Red Rock Corridor bus rapid transit
route from St. Paul to Hastings, said she was “deﬂated and disappointed” at what she
said was a lack of understanding of county and city needs. “It’s hard to plan long-term
when it’s so unstable,” Bigham said of funding.
Bigham and another champion of transit, Commissioner Lisa Weik, spent hours
lobbying at the State Capitol for Red Rock and the Gold Line, also known as the
Gateway Corridor. That bus rapid transit line would run between St. Paul and the east
side of Woodbury.
Overall, the citizen survey showed high satisfaction with living in Washington County.
“Outdoor recreational opportunities” received high grades, as did “availability of bike
and pedestrian transportation options.” The county has numerous paved trails,
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Washington County residents feel relatively
safe from violent crime and property crimes,
but they feel “least safe” from distracted and…

including the Gateway and Brown’s Creek state trails.

For $500 million, your bus commute
from Woodbury can be slower
BY CORY ZUROWSKI

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2016 AT 6 A.M.

Gold Line estimates put 8,600 passengers on the bus Monday through Friday — in 2040 — at a today cost snifﬁng
$500 million.
Ben Schumin

Woodbury might as well be Eden within Linda Stanton's beating
heart.
"I'm not a country girl. I'm not a city girl. I'm a suburban girl," the 63-year-old Stanton
says. "I've always looked to the suburbs. I love it here."
Stanton's passion for her home turf helps fuel resistance to Met Transit's Gateway
Corridor Gold Line, a bus service planned to run along Interstate 94 between downtown
St. Paul and the Woodbury/Lake Elmo area. It's scheduled to launch in 2022.

And at almost $500 million, it would be the most expensive bus line ever built in
Minnesota.
Gold Line support comes from folks in high places, like the ofﬁces of Met Council
chairman Adam Duininck and St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman. A well-oiled PR campaign
argues that the route will decrease road congestion, increase transit for low-income
workers and seniors, and spur economic development on the East Side.
The "rapid transit" would make about 12 stops along its own exclusive, two-lane roadway.
But it's already estimated to run six to seven minutes slower, from end to end, than the
existing bus service that requires 34 minutes to take passengers from end to end. It's
predicted to carry 8,600 weekday users by 2040.
Visualize it as the east metro's version of the Red Line, a rapid-bus service on Cedar
Avenue from Apple Valley to the Mall of America. That line was built for $112 million.
Today, daily ridership averages less than 900.
If the line is built, 55 percent of the funding will come from cobbling state, city, and county
monies. The feds promise the remaining 45 percent, but with a condition. The project
needs to advance.
Otherwise, as state Sen. Susan Kent (DFL-Woodbury) warned at a meeting earlier this
month, "“They are going to send it to Utah.”
But Stanton scoffs at that argument.
"Saying we need to do this otherwise some of the money will go away — really?" she says.
"Between cost and how it'll be imposed on these beautiful communities that don't want it
and won't use it, what makes it even worse is the people pushing for it. They come across
as they think they know better than everybody else. That they should be making
decisions, telling the people who actually live there you need this."
Stanton says she sees too many ﬂaws in the plan, and she's yet to see data supporting the
expense. Before she retired in October, the social worker's clientele was the elderly. She's
still dialed in with that demographic.
"They're not going to take a bus to Cub or Walgreens when they have a car or someone
drives them," says Stanton. "They came to live out here for peace and quiet, not some new
bus where they're going to feel vulnerable. If you're a person, say, in your 80s, and need a
bathroom nearby, you're not taking the bus one day to downtown St. Paul."

bathroom nearby, you're not taking the bus one day to downtown St. Paul."
Who's it going to be built for then? asks Stanton.
"Developers, consultants, politicians. Those come to mind ﬁrst," she says. "You know,
insiders."
The skepticism is shared. The Lake Elmo City Council told Gold Line planners to go away
in January, voting to disallow building two of the transit stations there. That same month,
about 60 protesters crashed what was supposed to be a mellow meet-and-greet with
legislators at Oakdale City Hall.
The timing couldn't be worse. Legislators are being asked to appropriate $3 million so
Gold Line plans continue without hiccup.
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Letters to the Editor for April 13, 2016
By LETTER WRITERS | letters@pioneerpress.com
April 13, 2016 | UPDATED: 13 hours ago

‘IMPOSING’ TRANSIT
It would be nice if the people from Transit for Livable Communities would actually drive down Fourth Street
in Oakdale and observe our quiet, peaceful neighborhood (“Transit in the ’burbs,” April 6). Think about
what it would be like if you lived here. Imagine you are a retired senior citizen who has invested hundreds of
thousands of dollars in a home facing the prospect of a bus guideway imposed upon the street — slowing
traic with the addition of four traic lights and two bus stops running every 10 to 30 minutes.
Should homeowners start to live their lives according to the bus schedule for fear of getting hit over the
head and robbed? Should they trade in their small dogs for German shepherds to maintain a sense of
security? Maybe the writer should read “Transit police force suddenly surging” (July 12), which reported on
Metro Transit increasing the size of its police force 62 percent (to 110 from 68 oicers) for community
policing to prevent crime near or around the new transit lines, instead of reacting and reporting crimes aer
they occur. They reported that major crimes like aggravated assault and robbery went down from 656 in
2013 to 370 in 2014. “If a line isn’t safe and you don’t feel safe, folks won’t ride,” said Metro Transit Police
Chief John Harrington.
So what gives Transit for Livable Communities the right to push transit on everyone else without really
examining the details? Why do people who do not live in our community always know what is best for us?
Sharon Podgorski, Oakdale

MIDDLE GROUND ON GUNS

When does a democracy not feel like a democracy? When 82 percent of Minnesotans want background
checks on all gun sales and the chair of the relevant committee refuses to even hear a bill that would do just
that. Rep. Tony Cornish says there’s no middle ground on gun issues. But indeed there is a middle ground,
and Minnesota House bill H.F. 2897, authored by Rep. Dan Schoen, is camped squarely on it. Even 74
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Minnesota businesses need transit, and
we need it now
As CEOs of the Twin Cities' major employers, we ask legislators to
seize this opportunity.
By Richard Davis, Scott Wine and Doug Baker

MAY 6, 2016 — 11:50PM

As major employers in the Twin Cities region, we have a vested interest in helping to
ensure that our region is growing and evolving to meet the needs of our employees,
customers, patients and communities we care for — now and into the future.
We are therefore calling on the state Legislature to make a comprehensive investment in
our overall infrastructure by passing a bipartisan transportation funding bill this year.
To us, comprehensive means money for roads, bridges and transit.
Collectively, we employ more than 100,000 people in the region. Many of them rely
daily on public transit to get to work, to school and to other opportunities. In fact,
according to transit surveys, 80 percent of public transit riders are commuting to work
or school and both are increasingly linked to a person’s long-term health outcomes.
And the demand for transit is only increasing.
Estimates show that our region will add around 750,000 people over the next 25 years.
Many will be the younger workers all businesses are looking to attract. And they are
driving less and choosing transit more frequently. A Rockefeller survey showed that
young workers consider transit to be a quality-of-life factor that draws them to a region
to live or work. Gone are the days of moving to a city or region because of work; today’s
young workers choose ﬁrst where they want to live, and then seek a job in that location.
What this means for business is that our region needs to be an attractive place to live —
and that means access to aﬀordable and convenient transit options.
The good news is that our region has already invested in transit, and several valuable
projects are underway to expand access to additional communities. However, state
funding is critical to ensure that those projects can be completed. The Green Line
Extension (Southwest light-rail line), the Orange Line bus rapid transit (including the
completion of the Interstate 35W access project), the Blue Line Extension (Bottineau
light-rail line), the Gold Line bus rapid transit, and dozens of bus lines all depend on new
transit funding.
These are transit lines that travel through some of the densest areas of the region, rich
with current and future jobs. The planned lines would put 500,000 more people within a
30-minute commute from work. They would provide a faster, more reliable option for
workers who don’t want to sit in traﬃc on a snowy day or don’t want to buy a car to
live and work here.
State funding is also critical to leveraging federal dollars.
Right now, there are more than a billion dollars on the table from the federal
government to realize these transit projects. These federal funds cannot be used for
roadway or highway systems, and we will receive them only if the state dedicates its
portion of local funding.
These are federal dollars that will help create thousands of local jobs, while having a
signiﬁcant positive impact on suppliers, subcontractors and contractors in the
construction industry.
The state’s investment is small compared with what the federal government is willing to
dedicate. For example, on the Green Line Extension, securing the remaining $135 million
in state funding leverages $895 million in federal funding. When you add in the county

and city funds dedicated to the project, the state will receive $9 in federal and local
support for every $1 invested.
Wise investments in transit are worth making.
Passing a comprehensive transportation bill that includes transit is critical in this
session. If the state doesn’t act to provide funding for these projects, these federal dollars
will go to a transit project in another state. Failure to act this year also means some of
these projects will be in jeopardy.
The business community can’t aﬀord to miss out on this investment. Neither can the
health of our communities, our region or the state of Minnesota. We hope state
lawmakers will take action to ensure the best future for our region.

Richard Davis is CEO of U.S. Bank. Scott Wine is CEO of Polaris. Doug Baker is CEO of
Ecolab. This article was also submitted on behalf of the following CEOs: Penny Wheeler,
Allina Health; Hubert Joly, Best Buy; Robert I. Bonar Jr., Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of
Minnesota; Ken Powell, General Mills; Chris Policinski, Land O’Lakes; David Mortenson,
Mortenson Construction; Brian Cornell, Target; David Kvamme, Wells Fargo Minnesota,
and Ben Fowke, Xcel Energy.
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Transit planners regrouping on Gold
Line busway after taking hits
By David Peterson (http://www.startribune.com/david‑peterson/10645651/) Star Tribune
MAY 12, 2016 — 10:18PM

Transit planners are regrouping on plans for a Gold Line busway, after citizen blowback
in Oakdale and Lake Elmo’s decision to withdraw altogether.
But oﬃcials insist there’s a role for transit in an area that’s already congested and
heading for thousands of more cars.
Swatches of Oakdale are headed for as much as 1 million square feet of new commercial
development, which translates to 5,000 additional cars, said Bob Streetar, that city’s
development chief.
Commercial development is planned “whether bus rapid transit arrives or not,” Streetar
tells a small group of citizens on a video posted to the Gold Line’s website. “There’s no
plan to change that to housing; and even if we did, it would be of a high enough density
that the added traﬃc would be similar.”
This week, transit planners began inviting local residents to weigh in through July on
some basic questions aimed at guiding new station locations. Among them:
• What types of activities (jobs, shopping, housing, recreation, education, medical
services, etc.) do you want to get to or from by transit?
• Based on your answer above, what speciﬁc locations in Oakdale and Woodbury do you
think would be good for transit stations?
Comments can be left online at http://tinyurl.com/zlhenbr.
The busway is supposed to run from downtown St. Paul’s Union Station to Woodbury.
But the number of canceled and postponed meetings on the project suggests it has been
thrown into confusion.
The latest route map to be published wipes away every proposed station east of the
Crossroads/Oaks Business Park district, where many of those jobs are headed.
Previous plans called for it to take heavy advantage of the blank canvas provided by
open ﬁelds in Lake Elmo, which has been militantly kept rural even as neighboring
Woodbury has exploded with suburban development.
“I’m here as an elected oﬃcial for the folks of Lake Elmo who want to keep this rural
community pretty rural looking,” Council Member Jill Lundgren said in January.
The question of station locations has been contentious in Woodbury as well. Should
they go in areas already teeming (on a suburban scale) with stores and multifamily
housing? Or should they go in open undeveloped areas that could become high-intensity
urbanized transit zones? Both?
In Oakdale, neighbors have objected to the potential bus traﬃc and the possibility of
low-income passengers bringing in crime.
Transit planner Lyssa Leitner told Oakdale citizens in March that she ﬁnds a lot of
bewilderment even now, after years of debate, over what is planned for the I-94
corridor.
“It’s not light rail,” she said. “There’s a lot of confusion on that. There’s to be a bus lane
in each direction with stations similar to light rail but shorter. There’s a high curb for
strollers and wheelchairs and you pay before you get on. It’s not bogged down in traﬃc;
it’s quick, frequent and reliable, and half the cost of light rail.”
A working group has been assembled to ponder station locations, Leitner said, “and
we’re talking to Oakdale and Woodbury about what are the right routes going forward.”
A new route on the eastern end is to be ﬁxed this year.
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