
 

For questions regarding this material, please contact Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County at (651) 430-4338 or at 
andy.gitzlaff@co.washington.mn.us.  

 

Agenda 
Gateway Corridor Commission 
May 14, 2015 - 3:30 PM 
 
 

 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room 

8301 Valley Creek Road  
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Notes: There will not be a DEIS Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting proceeding the Gateway Corridor 
Commission (GCC) Meeting this month. Commission Meetings are open to the public 
 
Item        Presenter   Action Requested 
 
1. Introductions           Information 
 
2. Consent Items          Approval 

a. Summary of April 9, 2015 Meeting* 
b. Checks and Claims* 

 
3. Kellogg Bridge Replacement - Support   Washington County  Approval 
  
4. Gateway DC Fly-in Planning*    Washington County  Approval 
 
5. Social Media Usage and Disclaimer Policy*  Washington County  Approval 
 
6. Communications Update    Jeff Dehler PR  /    

a. Outreach Activities*    Morris Letterman Co.  Information 
b.    Public Relations Activities*       Information 
c. Public Opinion Survey*        Discussion 

           
7. State and Federal Legislative Update*   Ramsey County  Information  
 
8.         DEIS Study Update*     Washington County  Information  

a. Committee Updates         
b.    HIA Update        
c. Next Steps          

 
9. Other           Information 

a. Meeting Dates Summary*        
b. Social Media and Website Update*       
c. Media Articles*    

     
10. Adjourn           Approval 
                                                                *Attachments 

mailto:andy.gitzlaff@co.washington.mn.us
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Gateway Corridor Commission  
Draft April 9, 2015 Meeting Summary 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room  

 
Members  

 
Agency  

 
Present 

Rafael Ortega  Ramsey County  X 
Lisa Weik Washington County  X 
Mary Giuliani Stephens Woodbury  X 
Dan Kyllo  West Lakeland Township  
Bill Finney St Paul X 
Randy Nelson  Afton   
Mike Pearson Lake Elmo  X 
Paul Reinke  Oakdale   
Nora Slawik Maplewood  X 
Amy Williams Lakeland  X 
Victoria Reinhardt, Alternate  Ramsey County   
Ted Bearth, Alternate  Washington County   
Richard Bend, Alternate  Afton  X 
Bob Livingston, Alternate  Lakeland   
Paul Rebholz, Alternate  Woodbury   
Justin Bloyer, Alternate  Lake Elmo   
Dave Schultz, Alternate  West Lakeland Township X 

 
 
Ex-Officio Members 

 
Agency  

 
Present  

Scott Beauchamp St Paul Chamber of Commerce  
Ed Schukle Landfall Village X 
Randy Kopesky Lakeland Shores  
Bill Burns Oakdale Area Chamber of Commerce  
Tim Ramberg WI Gateway Coalition  
Doug Stang 3M  
Jason Lott Woodbury Chamber of Commerce X 
Lisa Palermo Woodbury Chamber of Commerce  

 
Others Agency  
Kevin Roggenbuck Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority 
Andy Gitzlaff Washington County 
Jan Lucke Washington County 
Lyssa Leitner Washington County  
Laura Kearns Washington County 
Catherine Riley Washington County 
Tom Cook Metro State University 
Tim Cossalter Senator Klobuchar’s Office 
Pam Brushaber  HNTB Consulting 
Jeanne Witzig Kimley - Horn 
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Will Schroeer East Metro Strong 
Shelly Schafer Senator Franken’s Office 

 
The Gateway Corridor Commission convened at 3:35 p.m. by Chair Weik.  
 
Agenda Item #1.  Introductions  
Introductions were made by those present.  
 
Agenda Item #2.  Consent Items 
Item 2a. Summary of March 12, 2015 Meeting: Motion made by Commissioner Ortega to approve the 
Summary of March 12, 2015 Meeting. Seconded by Council Member Pearson. All in favor, Approved. Motion 
carried.  
Item 2b. Checks and Claims: Motion was made by Commissioner Ortega to approve the checks and claims. 
Seconded by Mayor Slawik. All in favor, Approved. Motion carried. 
 
 
Agenda Item #3.  Communication Update 
Item 3a. Outreach Activities:  
Mr. Gitzlaff said the HIA meeting that was on March 13, 2015 was very well attended. Staff also met with the 
African American Forum on the HIA project. Mr. Gitzlaff pointed out the April 13, 2015 meeting with the 
Regional Council of Mayors was not on the upcoming outreach activities. Commissioner Weik and Mr. Gitzlaff 
will be attending that meeting together. Mr. Gitzlaff said on April 13 and April 14 two national experts will be in 
town courtesy of East Metro Strong. They are Dena Belzer with Strategic Economics and Roger Millar whom 
specializes in BRT. They will be conducting a two day workshop with Lake Elmo, talking about development  
opportunities and what should Lake Elmo being doing now to prepare for transit and the overall vision for the 
city. Mr. Gitzlaff said the Gateway Corridor Commission was able to obtain them to be the key note speakers at 
the development forum. Invitations were sent out to legislatures and every city elected official along the 
corridor. Mr. Gitzlaff said the Oakdale Area Chamber, Woodbury Area Chamber and St. Paul Area Chamber put 
an invitation out to their membership list as well.   
Mr. Gitzlaff said the St. Paul City Council Transit way Work shop has been scheduled for June 10, 2015. They will 
be bringing in staff from different counties to give an update to their city council.  
Mr. Gitzlaff said there is a Senate hearing at 8:30AM tomorrow April 10, 2015 to talk about the Gateway 
Bonding bill.  
 
Item 3b. Public Relations Activities:  
Mr. Gitzlaff said the Jeff Dehler has been searching for a subcontractor to help gauge the level of knowledge 
and support for the Gateway Corridor through conducting a public opinion survey. He is proposing Morris 
Leatherman Company who was formally Decision Resources. Staff would like to bring in a representative from 
Morris Letherman and Jeff Dehler to give a brief presentation in order help the commission with the questions 
for the survey that will be put out. Staff is planning on this presentation being at the next meeting.  Mr. Gitzlaff 
said Mr. Dehler would like him to speak on having some of the videos for Gateway updated. They would like to 
target more specific audiences (business community, policy makers and transit riders) and topics. Mr. Gitzlaff 
said final touches are being made on the strategic communications plan and hard bound copies will be available 
at the next meeting. 
 
Item 3c. Twitter Usage and Disclaimer Policy: 
Mr. Gitzlaff asked to table the approval of the Twitter Usage and Disclaimer Policy.  
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ortega to lay over the usage and disclaimer policy. Seconded by Mayor 
Giuliani Stephens. All in favor, APPROVED. Motion Carried. 
 
 
Agenda Item #4. State and Federal Update 
State:  
Mr. Roggenbuck said the House and Senate have officially reconvened on Tuesday April 7, 2015 after a 10 day 
break. Most of the work has been done in committee meetings thus far, but both bodies will begin to spend 
more time on the floor passing bills now that the first two committee deadlines have passes. Earlier today the 
state Senate DFL Majority Caucus released their budget. The House GOP Majority released their budget earlier 
this week. Transportation funding has been a major focus of both of the legislature and the governor’s office. 
House Republicans released a proposal on Monday, March 23 that would invest $7 billion over ten years 
without raising taxes.  
 
Federal: 
Mr. Roggenbuck said US Secretary Fox released a Grow America Act. It is a $478 billion proposal over the next 
six years. The Grow America Act would authorize $115 billion for public transportation, which is up from $72 
billion. Mr. Roggenbuck said Secretary Fox announced that $500 million would be available for transportation 
projects under the seventh round of Tiger funding for transportation. The pre application deadline is due in 
May and final application deadline is in June of this year. 
 
Commissioner Ortega said that even though the figures run close between the Senate and the House there are 
differences on how they get there and there can be an impact on Cities and Counties.  
 
Mayor Slawik asked when you are taking about testifying is this the funding request that is in the bonding bill.  
 
Commissioner Weik said she doesn’t believe that the Governor has Gateway identified on his bonding budget.  
In the House there is a cash appropriation request and a bonding request.  
 
Ms. Lucke said the House met on March 25 and heard about the cash and bonding bills. There were six people 
who testified. They were, Commission Weik, Councilmember Reinke, Tom Cook with Metro State University, 
Will Schroeer with East Metro Strong, Matt Kramer with St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce and Roger Green 
representing the Woodbury Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Lucke added the Senate bill meeting tomorrow (April 
10) the chief author is Senator Susan Kent and the co-author is Senator Karin Housley.  
 
 
Agenda Item #5. Gateway DC Fly-in Options. 
Mr. Gitzlaff said the corridor is currently in the environmental process and complying with the Federal rules and 
regulations and are going to need the Federal Highway and the FTA to sign off on the Environmental Impact 
Statement document before the end of the year to be able to publish it so this project to be able to move into 
the next phase. This is why the trip this fall will be well timed if there are some policy related items that need to 
be discussed and having a group out there can be very valuable. Mr. Gitzlaff said that it has been recommended 
by Lockridge Grindall that a broad span of attendees attend the trip; Met Council partners, MnDot, East Metro 
Strong, labor and construction trade etc. Mr. Gitzlaff said that October 7 and 8 seemed to be the dates that 
worked the best for most people.  Mr. Gitzlaff said currently in the budget there is a $5000 to utilize for the trip. 
 
Commissioner Weik said she thinks that the dates stated are a good time to go to DC. 
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Mayor Giuliani Stephens said even though staff has regular contact with FTA that it is good to have some face 
to face time with them to give us the red flags that are important to them and are critical when they come 
back. It is important to impress them and to find out there in site on what they think are the hang ups so we are 
able to address them early on.  
 
Commissioner Ortega said that it would be a good idea to set the dates for the trip and get feedback from 
others on the date. Council member Williams would like to have the dates set as well.  
 
Commissioner Weik said she has received interest from local state law makers to be notified when the trip will 
be. Under their ethics rules they are not able to accept a stipend. If they choose to travel with the group it is 
with their own financing.  
 
Commissioner Ortega would also like the cities to be made aware of the dates as well.  
 
 
 
Agenda Item #6 DEIS Update 
Committee Updates 
Mr. Gitzlaff said the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) provided input on the projects alignment 
configuration and station orientation. Right now the focus is from Mounds Blvd. to 694 and will be evaluated in 
the DEIS document. The Hwy. 61 interchange has also been discussed. The next PAC meeting will focus on the 
eastern area and how to get through Oakdale, Lake Elmo and Woodbury, where the crossing is the positions of 
the stations and how many.  
 
HIA Update 
There were over 110 people who filled out the worksheets that prioritized what are the top indicators. The next 
steps with the HIA is what recommendations will come out of them as it come to the physical environment and 
planning around the stations as it relates to health going forward.  
 
Next Steps 
Mr. Gitzlaff said the past two meetings they have gone through thoroughly about the additional resources for 
the contract to get the DEIS published by December. The Washington County Board did approve the contract 
and Jeff Dehler’s contract. All of the resources are now in place to get this phase of the project completed by 
the end of the year, so the beginning of 2016 can start the next phase. 
 
Agenda Item #7 Other 
Mr. Gitzlaff said the next meeting will be held on May 14, 2015. Currently there is also a PAC meeting scheduled 
prior to the Gateway meeting.  The July meeting is potentially going to be cancelled because of the holiday and 
NACO trip that occurs during that time frame.  
 
Media articles are included in the packet to read at the commission leisure. 
 
Commissioner Weik said St. Paul Business Journal announced ECMC in Oakdale currently employs 500 people 
and for access to a larger labor market they will be moving their location to Minneapolis and possibly adding 
another 100 jobs. Commissioner Weik said Will Schroeer with East Metro Strong and their co-chairs put 
together a proposal in an op-ed for the Pioneer Press and an email was sent to Matt Kramer and her. They both 
responded to the email.  
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Will Schroeer said it seemed like a good opportunity to use some unfortunate news to send out a message. He 
hopes that the story will be ran this evening (April 9) and a copy can be shown to legislature tomorrow. If not, 
they will circulate it at a later date.  
 
Commission Weik said per the census in 2010 the population in the tri county area Washington, Dakota and 
Ramsey (1.1 million people) is equal to Hennepin County (1.1 million people). We can counter back to ECMC 
and let them know that there really are not more people in Hennepin County then the tri county area.  
 
Commissioner Ortega said there really are not more people it is more access to mass transit.  
 
Mayor Slawik said the governor’s office is currently working with mayors to get the transportation and transit 
messages out to people.   
 
Commissioner Weik said the Newport transit station on the Red Rock Corridor is having an official grand 
opening and ribbon cutting on April 27 from 4:00 – 7:00.  
 
Commission Weik said there were certificates of appreciation sent out to Greg Watson, Tim Herman, Michael 
Erickson and Kathy Lantry for their contribution to commission. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Ortega to adjourn. Seconded by Mayor Slawik. All in favor, Approved. 
Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35PM 
 
 



 
 

Agenda Item #2b 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Checks and Claims  
 
 
        
Communication Contract - (Jeff Dehler PR)      Amount 
3/1/15 – 3/31/15         $16,590.51 
 
 Contract Utilization = 11% 
 
DEIS Contract (Kimley Horn)        Amount 
3/1/15– 3/31/15         $91,294.96 
   
Contract Utilization = 71% 
 
Total           $107,885.47 
 
 
Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.  
 
 
Action Requested:  
 
Approval  



 
   

Agenda Item #3 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Kellogg Bridge Replacement – Resolution of Support  
 
The Gateway Corridor Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) route is proposed to travel over the Kellogg 
Bridge to enter downtown Saint Paul through the Union Depot.  The Kellogg Bridge has been 
determined by the City of Saint Paul to be in a substandard condition and will need to be replaced.  The 
City of Saint Paul is requesting a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
Grant from the federal government to pay for a portion of the costs to replace the bridge and is seeking 
resolutions of support to help strengthen their application.  Staff is in the process of working with the 
City of Saint Paul and other stakeholders to craft a potential resolution that best supports the grant 
application.  A draft will be provided at the meeting 
 
Action 
Consider approval of a resolution of support for the City of St. Paul’s TIGER grant request to replace the 
Kellogg Bridge 



 
   

Agenda Item #4 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Gateway DC Fly-In Planning – October 7th through 8th  
 
Background 
The Commission’s 2015 Work Plan and Budget identifies going to Washington DC to meet with our 
congressional delegation and the US-DOT administration about the Gateway Corridor project as a 
priority for this year. The purpose of the trip is to increase awareness of the project, share recent 
milestones and show local support for the project. The Gateway DEIS will also be under active review by 
USDOT, giving the contingent an opportunity to connect with senior department staff on any policy 
items related to their review.  The attached memo from LGN provides more details. 
 
Itinerary 
The trip would be for two days / one night.  Attendees arrive the night before and have an initial 
strategy meeting upon arrival.  Hill and Administration meetings would take place on the second day 
and attendees could fly back that evening.  
 
Contingent 
The County’s lobbyist, LGN, recommends that a board group of stakeholders (elected officials, chamber 
and business reps, labor and other local and regional partners) attend.  A doodle poll was sent out to 
gauge interest of Commission members and to review prospective dates.  At the April meeting, the 
Commission set the dates for the trip from Wednesday October 7th through Thursday October 8th.  Other 
partners including state legislators, MnDOT and Met Council representatives will be invited to help 
round out the contingent 
 
Below is a list of those that are confirmed to attend. 

• Lisa Weik, Washington county Commissioner 
• Rafael Ortega, Ramsey Council Commissioner 
• Mary Giuliani Stephens, Woodbury Mayor 
• Nora Slawik, Maplewood Mayor 
• Amy Williams, Mayor Lakeland 
• Paul Reinke, Oakdale Council Member 
• Will Schroeer, East Metro Strong  
• Tom Cook, Metro State University 
• Tim Mayasich, Ramsey County RRA Director 
• Andy Gitzlaff, Gateway Corridor Project Manager 

 
 



 
   
Budget 
The Commission should also discuss the reimbursement policy for this trip.  The approved 2015 work 
plan and budget includes $5,000 for travel expenses related to the trip.  If needed, contingency funds 
could be used to cover additional costs. Estimated costs per person would be approximately $1,000 at 
the high end or less depending on which flight times are booked and the group rate that can be 
obtained for a hotel.   In the past, the Commission has offered a stipend to members and partners to 
cover a portion of the out of state travel costs.  The Commission should discuss the amount of the 
stipend and who it should be eligible for the stipend.  
 
Action 
Set an overall budget for the trip and determine amount of stipends. 



 

  
MINNEAPOLIS 
Suite 2200 
100 Washington Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2179 
T  612.339.6900 
F  612-339-0981 

 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Suite 210 
415 Second Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002-4900 
T  202.544.9840 
F  202-544-9850 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Gateway Corridor Commission 

FR: Lockridge, Grindal, Nauen P.L.L.P. – Federal Relations Group 

        Dennis McGrann // Andy Burmeister  

DT: April 20, 2015 

RE: Gateway Corridor Commission Washington, D.C. Fly-In  

 
The following has been prepared to provide you with additional information and 
recommendations related to the upcoming Gateway Corridor Commission Washington, D.C. fly-
in which is currently scheduled for Wednesday October 7 – Thursday October 8, 2015.   
 
In an effort to ensure that we are well-prepared for possible visits on Capitol Hill and with 
Administration officials, the following memorandum briefly highlights some additional logistical 
considerations that we recommend the Commission consider in advance of the visits.  This 
includes information related to flight schedules and the potential meeting schedule. 
 
We greatly look forward to your potential visits and believe that the gathering of influential East 
Metro leaders in various sectors would help ensure that your message is heard and fully 
understood. 
 
GENERAL FLIGHT AND MEETNG SCHEDULE: 
 
Below is the expected schedule for that we would pursue on behalf of the Gateway Corridor 
Commission visit to Washington, DC. Please note – requests are typically made 3-4 weeks out. 
As meetings get confirmed we would update the Commission on the arrangements. 
 
*LGN Recommends that Fly-In Representatives arrive in Washington by the early to mid-
afternoon of Wednesday October 7, 2015.  In brief, we are preparing a special event for that 
evening.  More details will follow. 
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Wednesday October 7, 2015: 

• Early Evening – Gateway Corridor Commission and Stakeholders Arrive 
• Evening – Special Event on Capitol Hill (Details to Follow) 
• Evening (Time permitting/Commission Preference) – Initial strategy meeting 

 
Thursday October 8, 2015: 

• AM – Pre-meetings strategy session (Location TBD) 
• AM – Meetings with the Offices of Senator Klobuchar, Senator Franken 
• PM – Mid-Meeting Strategy Session and Lunch (TBD)  
• PM – Meetings with Congresswoman McCollum and the Federal Transit Administration, 

DOT, Federal Highway Adminstration 
• PM – Meetings with other Members as appropriate, helpful, and time permitting 
• PM – Post-meeting strategy and meeting recap session 
• PM – Commission Members and Stakeholders Depart 

 
LODGING AND FLIGHTS: 
 
We are working with Gateway Corridor Commission staff to identify lodging and flight options 
that will be able to accommodate the group and also the budget needs set out by the Commission.  
As viable options become available that we are made aware of, we will alert staff.  
 
PURPOSE OF FLY-IN: 
 
Throughout the last several years the Commission has reached and surpassed significant 
milestones as it pertains to the development of the Gateway Corridor.  Of importance and as you 
know, the federal government has already begun recognizing the merits of the project through 
the addition of the project to the “Federal Permitting Dashboard”.  Further, it is nearing the point 
that the US-DOT will be reviewing the DEIS before signing off on its publication.    
 
Given the size and scope of this project and the significant current and future federal 
involvement that will be needed to complete it, it is important to keep the your federal 
Congressional Delegation and key Department of Transportation officials aware of your 
progress, challenges, and successes so that when the time comes for major funding decisions to 
be made, they will be fully aware of the project and able to confidently put their support behind 
it.  Having public officials, chamber representatives, business representatives, labor 
representatives, and other local stakeholders, will underscore the local support and importance of 
this project.    
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BASIC MESSAGING: 
 

• Although the message will be refined in the weeks leading up to the fly-in and during our 
pre-meeting strategy sessions, the following provides a short glimpse of some key 
messages which will be important for the group to convey during the visits. 

 
• We appreciate your support in helping to bring the Gateway Corridor this far and look 

forward to continuing to work with you as the process progresses.  
 

• We have made significant process in the planning and development of this critical transit 
corridor and are looking forward to working with you and our local partners to continue 
that progress. 
 

• We recently reached another significant milestone and wanted to take this opportunity to 
update you the Commission’s work to choose a mode for the transit corridor.  
 

• In fact, we are extremely pleased by the Federal Government’s recognition of the merits 
of this project through its addition to the Federal Permitting Dashboard.   
 

• Further we appreciate the work you are doing at this point in time to evaluate the DEIS 
for the Gateway Corridor Project. 

 
 

• As you can see, we have significant local support from the Counties, Cities, Chambers of 
Commerce, Business, and the Labor Community. 

 
• With this said, we work tirelessly every day to expand and strengthen this coalition of 

support.   
 

• Once again, we appreciate your tireless efforts to advance transit and the Gateway 
Corridor here in Washington and look forward to another year of working closely with 
you to advance this critical Twin Cities transit project.   

 
CONCLUSION: 
 
We will continue to monitor federal transportation and transit policy legislation.  Additionally, 
we will continue to provide up-to-date analysis throughout the process.  As always, please do not 
hesitate to contact us at any time with questions, comments, or concerns. 
 
Dennis McGrann 
Dmmcgrann@locklaw.com 
Phone: (202) 544-9841 
Cell: (202) 669-4591 

Andy Burmeister 
Arburmeister@locklaw.com 
Phone: (202) 544-9844 
Cell: (202) 713-0895 



 
 

Agenda Item #10 
 

DATE:  May 5, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Social Media Usage and Disclaimer Policy  (Facebook, Twitter and You Tube) 
 
 
The Gateway Corridor Commission has had Facebook and YouTube pages since 2012 and is now starting 
a Twitter page. In 2012 the Commission discussed what the intent of their social media pages would be 
and established a Facebook policy. Since social media and online communications is a fast changing 
environment the Commission should reaffirm the intent and policies for social media.  
 
Social Media Policy 
This policy was adopted and discussed at the February, 2012 Commission meeting. Staff suggests 
making the minor changes noted in red.  
 
The value of social platforms, like Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter, are they allow organizations to 
interact with and engage key audiences. Because the Gateway Corridor website is already used to 
disseminate information, we recommend using Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter as opportunities to 
further interact with the public. Therefore, the intent of the Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter pages would 
be to generate comments, questions and conversations with followers of the page.    
 
To ensure the Commission provides information of value to followers, we recommend providing 
information that puts the Gateway Corridor in a larger context, by posting information that is directly 
and indirectly related to the corridor. This will attract an audience that is interested in issues in the east 
metro, but may not have thought that the Gateway Corridor is relevant to them. Posting a variety of 
information also gives the public more opportunities to continue to visit the page.  
 
While providing information of value is the most important way to engage audiences and to maintain 
and grow the number of followers, it is necessary that the Commission frequently posts new content to 
the page. Therefore, it is recommended that the commission post new content on Facebook and Twitter 
multiple times a week. weekly basis. 
 
Finally, in order to ensure the Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter pages are used to interact with the public, 
comments should be allowed on the page. Staff should be prepared to respond to posts with the 
appropriate level of feedback to encourage followers to continue to ask questions and provide feedback 
on the page. By frequently providing information of value and consistently responding to comments on 
the pages, the Commission will be able to foster an online community that has a vested interested in new 
transit in the east metro. 
 



 
 
Disclaimer Policy 
The disclaimer was adopted and discussed at the February, 2012 Commission meeting. Staff suggests 
making the minor changes noted in red to be consistent with the general protocal for social media use 
at Washington County, which is the entity responsible for maintaining the Commission’s social media 
platform. The suggested changes are to ensure that all conversations on Facebook are accurate, civil, 
and encourage others to join the conversation. For example, in the past few months multiple posts have 
been made by others that include external links to sites that are demeaning or include inaccurate 
information. In order to ensure accurate and civil discussions removing external links has been added to 
the Disclaimer Policy. This policy is only for Facebook because tweets can only be removed by the 
author. If tweets relate to the disclaimer policy below, staff will directly message the Twitter user and 
suggest that the tweet be removed.  
 
The Gateway Corridor Commission reserves the right, at our sole discretion, to change, modify, add, or 
delete comments or posts, photos, videos, or the entire site at any time, without notice or warning. 
In general, it is the Commission’s intent to allow comments to be posted on its social media pages. In the 
instances where comments are allowed, the commission will use the following guidelines when deciding 
to edit/remove a post: 

1. Obscenities 
2. Comment demeaning people  
3. Comment that is libelous/slanderous 
4. Inaccuracies  
5. Comments not related to the specific content of the site 
6. Comments on elections 
7. Solicitations of commerce 
8. Sexual content or links to sexual content 
9. Identified as a SPAM message  
10. Supports or opposes any political campaign, issue or ballot measure  
11. Encourages illegal activity 
12. Posts with external links  

It should be noted that: 
• The Commission has the right to reproduce any pictures or videos posted to this site in any of its 

publications or websites or any other media outlets. 
• The Commission has the right to quote any comments or suggestions left by users. 
• The views, postings, positions, or opinions expressed on the site do not necessarily reflect those 

of the Commission. 
• The Gateway Corridor Commission does not endorse any product, service, company or 

organization advertising on any of the websites with which it chooses to engage. The ads that 
appear on the websites are sold, posted and maintained by the individual corporations that host 
the pages. 

• The Commission typically monitors its sites during regular business hours. Comments and 
questions will be answered in a timely manner, typically within 24 hours on a business day. 

 
Action Requested: Approval: Updated Social Media Usage and Disclaimer Policy  



 
 

Agenda Item #6a 
 

DATE:  May 5, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Gateway Corridor Outreach Activities 
 
 
The Gateway project team has been arranging outreach meetings to stakeholders along the corridor.  
These stakeholders range from local community city councils, council districts, business chambers, 
individual businesses, community groups and others.  Included below is a summary of the Commission’s 
outreach activities in 2014 and 2015. 
 
Upcoming Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Saint Paul City Council Transitway Workshop June 10, 2015 
Landfall Public Meeting  June, exact date TBD 

 
Previous Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Guardian Angels Finance Committee Meeting, May 6, 2015 
Washington County Public Health staff Presentation, April 24, 2015 
Lafayette Business Park Commuter Fair Booth, April 23, 2015 
Carlson/Oaks Station Property Owner Meeting, April 22, 2015  
Gateway Corridor Development Forum Forum, April 14, 2015 
East Metro Strong Lake Elmo Workshop Workshop, April 13-14, 2015 
Ramsey County Environmental Health Staff Presentation, March 30, 2015 
African American Leadership Forum Meeting, March 16, 2015 
HIA Workshop Workshop, March 13, 2015 
Senate Transportation Committee Tour, March 5, 2015 
Oakdale Chamber Presentation, March 5, 2015 
Ramsey Co/St. Paul Community Health  Presentation, March 4, 2015 
Legislative Breakfast February 27, 2015 
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force Meeting, February 17, 2015 
St. Paul Historic Preservation committee Presentation, February 12, 2015 
Stillwater Lion’s Club Presentation, February 10, 2015 
Oakdale City Council Workshop, February 10, 2015 
Governor Briefing Meeting, February 9, 2015 
Bus Tour with Chair Duininck Tour, January 6, 2015 
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force Workshop, February 5, 2015 



 
 

Community Advisory Committee Meeting, January 29, 2015 
Washington County Public Health Community Leadership Presentation, January 21, 2015 
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force Meeting, January 6, 2015 
Maplewood Planning Commission Presentation, December 16, 2014 
River Valley Action Forum Presentation, December 9, 2014 
ESABA Gala Table – December 4, 2014 
St. Paul Station Planning Task Force Workshop, December 2, 2014 
Legislative Strategy Meeting November 13 and 21, 2014 
Met Council – Committee of the Whole Presentation, November 12, 2014 
Maplewood Station Planning Meeting  November 7, 2014 
Lake Elmo Station Planning Meeting November 6, 2014 
Dayton’s Bluff Community Meeting November 6, 2014 
Oakdale Station Planning Meeting November 6, 2014 
Partnership for Regional Opportunity-TOD Committee Presentation, November 3, 2014 
Woodbury Station Planning Meeting October 31, 2014 
District 4 Community Council New Moon Celebration Flyers/booth – October 30, 2014 
St. Paul Station Planning Meeting October 27 and 30, 2014 
Washington County Regional Rail Authority October 7th, 2014 
Globe University – Welcome Day for Students Booth – October 1st, 2014 
Woodbury City Council September 24th, 2014 
Oakdale City Council September 23rd, 2014 
Maplewood City Council September 22nd, 2014 
Lake Elmo City Council September 16th, 2014 
Washington County Regional Rail Authority Public Hearing- September 16th, 2014 
Metro State University Fall Fest Booth-September 13th, 2014 
Landfall City Council September  10th, 2014 
Lake Elmo City Council Workshop-September 9th, 2014 
Oakdale City Council Workshop-September 9th, 2014 
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority- Public Hearing Presentation-September 9th, 2014 
Saint Paul Planning Commission Update -September 5th, 2014 
Woodbury Rotary Club Presentation – September 4th, 2014 
Bruce Vento Elementary-Back to School Night Booth-August 27th, 2014 
City Walk Board (Woodbury) Presentation-August 27th, 2014 
Metropolitan Council-Transportation Policy Plan Outreach Booth-August 26th, 2014 
Oakdale City Council Workshop Workshop – August 26th, 2014 
Maplewood City Council Workshop Workshop – August 25th, 2014 
St. Paul Transportation Committee Presentation – August 25th, 2014 
Metro State University-Welcome Day Booth-August 20th, 2014 
Lake Elmo Property Owners along I-94 Presentation/discussion-August 14th, 2014 
Landfall City Council Workshop Presentation-August 13th, 2014 
LPA Public Hearing Public Hearing – August 7th, 2014 
National Night to Unite-several Woodbury neighborhoods Booth-August 5th, 2014 
National Night to Unite- Dayton’s Bluff, Saint Paul Booth-August 5th, 2014 



 
 

Primrose/City Walk Businesses (Woodbury) Presentation-July 31st, 2014 
Community Thread-Stillwater Update-July 29th, 2014 
St. Paul District 1 Community Council  Presentation – July 28th, 2014 
Woodbury Chamber Public Affairs Committee Presentation – July 24th, 2014 
Wabasha Street Block Party Booth – July 24th, 2014 
ESABA Bowling Tournament  Booth – July 24th, 2014 
Landfall Planning and Finance Committee Presentation – July 8th, 2014 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – June 30th, 2014 
Orange Line Tour Field Trip – June 25 - 27, 2014 
Make it Happen on E. 7th St. Night Out Business & 
Community Fair 

Event Presence – June 20, 2014 

FTA Tour and Workshop Tour and Presentation – June 20th, 2014 
District 4 Community Council Presentation – June 16th, 2014 
Green Line Opening Booth at Depot/Wanderers – June 14th, 

2014 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – June 3rd, 2014 
Target Station Opening Booth – May 17th, 2014 
National Train Day Booth – May 10th, 2014 
Future of 4th Event Booth – May 8, 2014 
St. Transportation Summit Booth – May 6, 2014 
Woodbury Expo Booth – May 3, 2014 
St. Paul Port Authority Presentation – April 17, 2014 
Corridor Cities and Market Analysis Consultant Meetings - Week of April 14, 2014 
Met Council Transportation Committee Presentation - April 14, 2014 
Globe University – Students Presentations – April 9, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Presentation/Panel – April 8, 2014 
Globe University – Staff Presentation – March 28, 2014 
Gateway Day at the Capitol One-on-ones - March 26, 2014 
DEIS Scoping Open House, Conway Rec Center Open House – March 25, 2014 
DEIS Scoping Open House, Guardian Angels  Open House – March 24, 2014 
District 1 Community Council Open House Booth – March 22, 2014 
Interagency Scoping Meeting Meeting – March 20, 2014 
River Valley Action Presentation – March 18, 2014 
FHWA Meeting – March 13, 2014 
Landfall HRA Presentation – March 12, 2014 
Environmental Quality Board Meeting – March 12, 2014 
Park and Rides Flyer handout – March 12, 2014 
Legislative Strategy Meeting – February 28, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Meeting – February 25, 2014 
Washington County Board Workshop – February 25, 2014 
Gateway Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast Meeting – February 20, 2014 
Guardian Angels Finance Committee Meeting – February 19, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – February 14, 2014 



 
 

Policy Advisory Committee/Commission Meeting – February 13, 2014 
Woodbury Chamber Presentation – February 12, 2014 
FTA Call Call – February 12, 2014 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – February 10, 2014 
D1/D2 Open House Open House – February 6, 2014 
St. Paul Area Chamber Presentation – February 6, 2014 
Harley Davidson Meeting – February 3, 2014 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 29, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – January 3, 2014 
Washington County Administrators  Presentation – January 22, 2014 
St. Paul East Side Groups Meeting – January 21, 2014 
TAC Staff from Woodbury, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo Meeting – January 9, 2014 
Driving tour of Corridor w/ Senator Housley  Tour – December 27, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – December 18, 2013 
“Get to Know Woodbury” Realtors event Booth – December 18, 2013 
3M Staff Meeting – December 16, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – December 12, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – December 9, 2013 
FHWA Staff Meeting – December 6, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation Transit Summit – December 5, 2013 
District 2 Community Council  Presentation – November 20, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee  Meeting – November 20, 2013 
FTA Conference Call  Meeting – November 13, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation  Town Hall – November 7, 2013 
MnDOT, Met Council, County leadership Meeting – November 1, 2013 
FTA Tour Tour – November 1, 2013 
St. Paul District 1 Community Council  Presentation – October 28, 2013 
Landfall  Meeting – October 25, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – October 16, 2013 
Lake Elmo Presentation – October 15, 2013 
MnDOT/Met Council/County Staff   Meeting – October 11, 2013 
East Side Area Business Association Presentation – October 10, 2013 
East Side Partners  Meeting – October 8, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – October 10, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee  Meeting – September 30, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – September 25, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call #2 – September 25, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation – Engage ES Presentation – September 25, 2013 
St. Paul Transportation Committee Meeting – September 22, 2013 
Woodbury staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 
Oakdale staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 
Maplewood staff Meeting – September 11, 2013 



 
 

Lake Elmo staff Meeting – September 10, 2013 
3M Meeting – September 4, 2013 
Metro State Meeting – August 29, 2013 
St. Paul staff Meeting – August 29, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – August 26, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – August 21, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call – August 15, 2013 
East Side Groups Update Meeting – August 13, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – August 8, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – August 3, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – July 24, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – July 13, 2013 
Development Forum June 24, 2013 
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability Staff level meeting – June 7, 2013 
Engage East Side Resident Network staff Discussion on CAC – May 31, 2013 

Start of DEIS 
 
 
Action Requested:          Information 
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DATE:  May 6, 2015 
 
TO:    Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:  Jeff Dehler Public Relations 
 
RE:     Gateway Corridor Communications and Public Relations Update 
 
Development Forum  
The Development Forum was held Tuesday, April 14, at Globe University in Woodbury. Approximately 
100 people attended to hear two distinguished national speakers, Roger Millar and Dena Belzer. A news 
release recapping the event, and the PowerPoints presentations, can be found on the website under 
recent news.  Our appreciation goes to event partners East Metro Strong and three area chambers of 
commerce, Oakdale Area, Saint Paul Area and Woodbury Area.  
 
Media and Community Relations 
A Pioneer Press opinion piece authored by Matt Kramer, Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, and 
Washington County Commissioner Lisa Weik was distributed to legislators on appropriate committees, 
used as a handout at the Development Forum and posted on the website and Facebook.  
 
One e-newsletter was sent in April. It focused on the Development Forum. News releases were 
distributed before and after the Development Forum. Lillie News used both. Editorial visits were made 
with the Woodbury Bulletin and Stillwater Gazette by Commissioner Weik and Andy Gitzlaff. The 
purpose of the visits was to update editors on project advances since last year and outline the 
Commission’s legislative request.  
 
Strategic Counsel – Talking points were drafted for presenters at one legislative committee hearing. 
Assistance was provided to the Woodbury Area Chamber of Commerce which is engaging in providing 
information to legislators.  
 
Video – Video scripts were reviewed by Ramsey County staff and Scott Beauchamp with the Saint Paul 
Chamber. Additional comments are being sought before scripts and finalized and production begins. 
 
Twitter – Last month, we anticipated launching a Twitter account. However, additional considerations 
are being reviewed with county staff prior to initiating this new tool. 
 
Strategic Communications Plan – The updated Gateway Corridor Strategic Communications Plan was 
finalized and approved by the board in April. Copies will be available for Commission members at the 
May 14 meeting. 
 
Next Steps –The legislative session wraps up. Video production begins. Survey questions are finalized.  
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DATE:  May 6, 2015 
 
TO:    Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:  Jeff Dehler Public Relations 
 
RE:     Public Opinion Survey 
 
Situation 
The Gateway Corridor Commission has been diligent in its efforts to not only conduct the technical 
studies and planning of Gateway Gold Line BRT service, but also in its efforts to engage the public in 
helping to shape the service. Dozens of meetings have been held, presentations made, news releases 
sent and a variety of additional communications tactics used to fulfill the commission’s responsibility to 
provide information to the public and gather feedback. What we don’t know is how many people are 
aware of the project, how much they know, and what additional information they need. 
 
Survey 
The Commission included a public opinion survey in its 2015 work plan to answer these questions. The 
survey will help the Commission gauge current levels of support, set messaging, and identify areas 
where further information, education and feedback is necessary. The Commission’s communications 
consultant will subcontract with a professional survey company to ensure the survey is conducted in a 
scientific and unbiased manner. The information from the survey will be used to adjust the 
Commission's strategic communications plan to ensure that all segments of the community are 
informed.  Results from the survey would inform appropriate revisions to the strategic communications 
plan so it is audience and message appropriate. 
 
Survey Consultant 
The Morris Leatherman Company (formerly Decision Resources, Ltd.) was selected to conduct the survey 
based on its extensive experience in assisting local governments with community engagement and on 
the skill level of the company’s principal consultants. As a full-service firm, all survey construction, 
sample selection, coding, data entry and computer analysis are undertaken on-site. All telephone 
surveys are conducted at the company’s phone bank located in Saint Paul, Minnesota.  Bill Morris and 
Peter Leatherman have almost 50 years of combined experience in market and opinion research.  
 
Timeline 
Peter Leatherman will review a draft of the survey with the Commission on May 14 and ask for input 
from the Commission. The Commission will consider approval of the final survey on June 11. The survey 
will be implemented in June/July and a preliminary report is expected at the Commission’s August 
meeting.  
 



 
   

Agenda Item #7 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: State and Federal Legislative Update  
 
 
State Update 
The 2015 legislative session begins on Tuesday, January 6th  and must conclude by Midnight on Monday 
May 19th. Below are excerpts from a mid-session review of Minnesota’s 2015 legislative session 
provided by LGN on May 4th 2015: 
 

Transportation  
The Senate approved its omnibus transportation finance bill last Monday, April 27. The bill 
invests $6 billion over six years and raises the wholesale gas tax. The House’s omnibus 
transportation finance bill invests $7 billion over ten years by redirecting the existing motor 
vehicle lease tax and rental vehicle sales tax into dedicated funds and increasing trunk highway 
and general obligation bonds for roads and bridges. While transportation funding has been a 
major focus of the legislative session as predicted, House Republicans and Senate Democrats 
have both given little indication they will be willing to budge on their funding mechanism. 
 
Senate tax bill 
The Senate will take up its omnibus tax bill on the floor today, May 4. The bill includes Governor 
Dayton’s proposal for an expanded child care tax credit for families and increased money for the 
local government aid formula. The House’s tax bill, which it approved last Wednesday, April 29, 
cuts over $2 billion in taxes compared to the Senate’s $460 million. The legislature is not 
technically required to pass a tax bill this year. If they do not, existing tax codes remain in place. 
While the government will not shut down without a tax bill, it is unlikely the legislature will pass 
on the chance to provide some form of tax cuts with a $2 billion surplus and the 2016 elections 
on the horizon.  
 
Conference committees 
With exactly two weeks to the legislature’s constitutionally mandated adjournment date, the 
majority of the legislature’s work will now shift into conference committees. In conference 
committee, three or five members the House and Senate will be tasked with combining portions 
of each of their omnibus bills into an identical bill. Non-partisan staff put together a side-by-side 
spreadsheet that committees will walk through in the coming days to grasp how much ground 
they need to cover to craft the finance bills that will set the state’s two year budget. 
 
 

 



 
   
Federal Update 
Below is a recap of the Federal Updates prepared by LGN: 
  

 
Washington Update for Week of April 27 
  
In the past week, Members of Congress turned to the Fiscal Year 2016 Appropriations bills and 
worked to resolve differences between House and Senate budget resolutions. Members in the 
House focused on the Military Construction-Veterans Affairs, Energy-Water, Transportation-
Housing and Urban Development, and Legislative Branch appropriations bills. The House of 
Representatives will be on recess next week, but the Senate remains in session. Congress has 
one month left before the expiration of MAP-21, which authorizes federal transportation 
spending. 
 
In this Update:  

Budget Deal Passes in the House  

Progress on Appropriations Bills in the House  

House Appropriators Unveils Transportation Bill  

Rural School Payments Reauthorized  

FCC Plans to Auction Airwaves  

Continued Debate in Congress About Surface Transportation  

Rail Safety Rule Released  

DOT Limits Rail Tank Speeds  

Key Upcoming Dates  

News Notes and Events  

Minnesota Delegation Notes  

Additional Media  

Budget Deal Passes in the House 
On Thursday, April 30, the U.S. House of Representatives adopted a conferenced Fiscal Year 
2016 budget resolution. The measure passed through a 226-197 vote and will now head to the 
Senate for vote next week. The budget offers $523 billion in defense spending and $493.5 billion 
for non-defense, which matches discretionary spending caps. It would balance the budget in ten 
years without raising taxes. The deal also includes reconciliation instructions that aim to partially 
repeal or make changes to the Affordable Care Act. Sources indicate this would allow the repeal 



 
   

to pass with only 51 votes, but would still require the President's signature when he is almost 
certain to veto it. 

Progress on Appropriations Bills in the House 
As Congress turns to Fiscal Year 2016 appropriations, the House has taken up a series of 
spending bills. As of this week, the $76.1 billion Military Construction-Veteran Affairs measure 
narrowly passed on the House floor by a 255-163 vote. Sources indicate that the House's 
Energy-Water bill has faced challenges due to controversial measures and amendments. On 
Tuesday, the White House threatened to veto the $35.4 billion bill. The Transportation-Housing 
and Urban Development bill, requesting $55.27 billion passed out of its subcommittee and will 
proceed to the full House Appropriations Committee. The $3.3 billion Legislative Branch 
measure was also passed in committee on a voice vote. 

House Appropriators Unveils Transportation Bill 
On April 28, House Appropriators revealed their Fiscal Year 2016 Transportation-Housing and 
Urban Development bill. The legislation would provide $55.27 billion in discretionary spending, 
which represents a $1.5 billion increase from FY2015. Nevertheless, this expansion remains $9.7 
billion below the President's FY2016 budget proposal. 
  
In the House version of the Transportation Appropriations bill, the Department of 
Transportation would receive $17.2 billion, which is $1 billion less than FY2015. Meanwhile, the 
bill provides the Federal Transit Administration with $10.7 billion, a $161 million decrease. More 
specifically, Transit formula grants remained in line with MAP-21 authorized funding at $8.6 
billion. Capital Investment Grants or "New Starts" see $1.9 billion in funding and "Small Starts" 
received full funding for projects that begin in FY2016. TIGER Grants received $100 million, 
which represents a $400 million decrease from last year and is $1.15 billion less than the 
requested level in the President's budget. According to sources, the bill also offers flat highway 
funding at $40.25 billion, which means that Congress would have to find an alternative method 
to resolve the insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund. Citing "tight-budget times," House 
Appropriations Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY-5) said that the bill aims to make the most out of 
each dollar being spent on transportation and housing.  

Rural School Payments Reauthorized 
On Monday, April 27, USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that $285 million had been 
allocated by Congress to be distributed between 41 states and Puerto Rico as part of an 
extension of the "Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act." According to 
USDA, the funds will go through the U.S. Forest Service and be granted to rural communities for 
schools and roads, projects dedicated to improving the health of rural forests, and for various 
county-wide fire safety initiatives. Of the total disbursement, $28 million will be ear-marked for 
Title II programs that are dedicated to conservation efforts on federal lands. Each state's share 
of the total allocated funds is determined by many factors, including the number of participating 
counties within a given state. A complete breakdown of the funds by state and by county can be 
found on the Forest Service's website here. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZR1r0vJodvgloaTdAtC3f-L3wCRtR16nH6Ehs94R4Ek1Znu9fTr1MW9b6k1C9ev-P-0gXYEHlsZWCkg8EkKct8LgiI6E-SKbGZkzbwtwl3VY3Z_8LJFGswludhlLfvoZ4GsuBIZwK9FN4ZWTB-SJNjS7e1zF12Xb42mi9Pf6VAiw=&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==


 
   

FCC Plans to Auction Airwaves 
Since fall of 2014, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has been investigating ways to 
auction off additional portions of the usable spectrum. Sources say that such an auction has 
support in Congress, as it would bring in substantial funds, while also enabling growth in the 
wireless economy. Earlier this year, the FCC raised roughly $45 billion through bids for 65 MHz 
of spectrum that had previously been used for defense and meteorological purposes. It has 
been reported that next year, the FCC hopes to convince television broadcasters to sell off a 
portion of its spectrum.  

Continued Debate in Congress About Surface Transportation 
As the May 31 expiration of the Highway Trust Fund approaches, Congressional Leaders 
continue to disagree on funding options, particularly with regards to the Administration's 
proposed repatriation tax plan. Disagreement over the repatriation tax not only spans the two 
Chambers of Congress, but also both political parties. Last week, Senator James Inhofe (R-OK), 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works, and Senator Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) both came out in support of a one-time repatriation tax in order to pay for the 
Highway Trust Fund. Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA-09), Chairman of the House Transportation 
Committee, has also said that a repatriation tax will likely have to be involved in any solution for 
the Highway Trust Fund. However, Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, and Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI-01), Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
both came out in opposition and stated that any repatriation tax would have to be a part of a 
broad tax overhaul. Sources indicate that any plan that involves tax alterations to replenish the 
Highway Trust Fund will likely need to have the support of Rep. Ryan and Sen. Hatch in order for 
the funds to be part of a deal. 

Rail Safety Rule Released 
The Department of Transportation unveiled a long-awaited final rule to strengthen tank car and 
operating standards for trains shipping crude oil across the United States on May 1. The rule 
includes stricter construction standards for rail tank cars made after October 1and the phasing 
out of older cars by January 2018. In addition it will mandate the use of advanced brakes and 
make permanent new speed limits. The rule comes as a response to increases in serious 
accidents from oil trains in both the United States and Canada. While working on finalizing the 
rule, DOT has taken other actions such as limited speeds in urbanized areas and calling for 
better data regarding the contents of shipments.  

DOT Limits Rail Tank Speeds 
In mid-April, the Department of Transportation released an order that will enforce a new speed 
limit for trains that are hauling large amounts of crude oil in urban areas. It will apply to trains 
with 20 or more crude cars in a row or with 35 in the entire train. This order seeks to limit the 
growing number of incidents involving crude oil and ethanol shipped by rail. There has been a 
significant increase in the total amount of trains shipping crude oil and accidents in recent years. 
For instance, a train derailment in February leaked over 378,000 gallons of crude oil in West 
Virginia and ignited a fire which lasted for 30 hours. The Department of Transportation's new 
restriction will be enacted in May and have been made permanent by the wider-ranging rule 



 
   

released on May 1. 

KEY UPCOMING DATES 
  
May 31, 2015 
  
Current surface transportation law Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 
extension expires. 

SPECIAL NEWS, NOTES, AND EVENTS 
  
National Police Week 2015 
Monday, May 11th- Friday, May 15th, 2015 
Washington D.C.  
  
44th Annual Minnesota Transportation Alliance Washington Fly-in 
Tuesday, June 2nd - Thursday, June 4th, 2015  
Washington D.C. 
  
N.O.I.S.E. 2015 Policy Summit & Community Involvement Workshop 
Wednesday, November 4th  
Nashville, Tennessee 

MINNESOTA DELEGATION NOTES 
  
Senator Amy Klobuchar, (D-MN), cosponsored bipartisan legislation originally introduced by 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-IA) which seeks to reform the patent 
system. Read more here. 
  
Senator Al Franken, (D-MN), introduced legislation in the Employment and Workplace Safety 
Subcommittee which seeks to update safety standards for American Workers. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Tim Walz, (D-MN-01), applauded Sens. Michael Bennet (D-CO) and Mike Enzi (R-
WY) for introducing the same bill in the Senate that he introduced in House in February. The 
bipartisan legislation seeks to provide resources for national forest trail preservation. Read 
more here. 
Congressman John Kline, (R-MN-02), helped lead bipartisan efforts within the House Armed 
Services Committee to review and finalize the FY 2016 National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA). Read more here 
Congressman Erik Paulsen, (R-MN-03), informed reporters that the Ways and Means 
Committee will likely bring up his proposed medical device tax legislation once current trade 
negotiations are complete. Read more here. 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum, (D-MN-04), attended a White House Welcome Ceremony for 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe before he addressed a joint session of Congress. Read 
more here. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZ2n0rtHJrjhgmR5DBG6AgrXQoM--nE9mY-G1i2tTEV90YfeMAokUJBs9lrMIjceTQbmXyQ_hGh-Yi0JEub952PGQmRI-6acB_3RPLsLqCJKJRMmxTpq6qriqTd9mE2tXGoATyAofTlCU36gONKB_7nuUGeePDv_jZ7d7pC-htBsiaNgUpH6EmD76iKhoP5R7fGoi-BnNLA6274eT9bD7uJQ==&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZpol2nXPMXPkbwkoVvDSbROXPcs7JqWnDUivqHnVBl223IO0jHAHiC-ALoCw81NlNGikeJx9nxSQ1AWx_dWVOdW6zKn13Fpkan61FILlg7nextsWiinLaXK4yQodc88qTcjqL6IC34hrPCJPMA6Gtu5qLMF7Oh5f-&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZX3c3oGsyWXxOUTqNZlj9NuEV3IbSHb6kRgGv5tzyFnFBoVJu8Bhsq3kedJIzpuMcW125buiQIqPGbYaGd9CA3bvlsphHcszqM6V8sYR6kgvYiU9z9B-FkUb-ivCzS_BBzJH6hnyNadf6lc6sdB0CvaOlSDQLTNSf8tP1mHqKZxyg8lyBSbIjvU_s3aMftWGC9_LO6weCeVPIYKplAXPggA==&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZPJjv0RU8h_Alp-cvIOiTLAIGP3zsAn6cYoVzmx1CcEnHDH-3Ilg0amMqQetME4ngKxi24hZkkKYl_Bu-oKpNMxttNmIyfjZ4O16hdzMZaHqnWHRTQKeAs9kHJHboRPoM60e0oxaS9PNTRTXbBVuOS3WsGbHO7a2gvmpQMwFW5l0=&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZ7pyEibwxHWjXR_7r57OEjcEj4NbJuBnx4QqN-2UXdWlzl7-08yEyrAIrU3alXBKdEnDne-C_QCMcBcZ-NMsC-r25thlul5-Cfk6Fi8844SibWdTiUp8zG18Zw2TjTorQ1rm_BJaKbQs70b2UCon8_RhQpZZ8ZMK1-PO1yeQVXo83PW9MJs-cIlC_Ho1gqX7N&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wv3EkpEy8cdmoOoa9wBFelk57IJA2RwkuJZQumsYQEjJYVVwIEAIkG37uvoFVpeZnvKTEYCibO63U1XTeHBWY8x5ZoV0kkuUJnK9Ja0lw9JhX7BmbzyYkqsdrhJ_B6IQMmW6xHml06QzOwD18_HTQ0GoulutdymmEUXo6LxVutK2mloTc4tXGrpXwjgPuNhMJuMnzTNrRqXf6BsgMekcvTLURZYL7wuZ2xCOh3otJMs=&c=LDRqMwyUBAhOYDcmMDJSsYe7yqAKs_A3dWN_x_yF3SOpB_PCe3wJoQ==&ch=n7G5iowIE7EhMZ6NwYyz55bQeS97Mb_gBbTuTsCk3BBa1V9tSqm5Sw==


 
   

Congressman Keith Ellison, (D-MN-05), co-introduced the "Child Support Assistance Act of 
2015,"  which seeks to help state and local support enforcement agencies aid families in 
collecting child support payments. Read more here. 
Congressman Tom Emmer, (R-MN-06), spoke to Fox News about his journey to Congress and 
his main priorities as a new Representative. Read more here. 
Congressman Collin Peterson, (D-MN-07), received the U.S. Chamber of Commerce award for 
"Spirit of Enterprise" for his support of pro-growth and pro-jobs policies during the second 
session of the 113th Congress. Read more here. 
Congressman Rick Nolan, (D-MN-08), announced his support for several transportation 
infrastructure projects near the international rail crossing in Ranier, Minnesota. Read 
more here. 
ADDITIONAL MEDIA 
OMB Chief Urges New Talks to Replace Sequester 
By Alan K. Ota, CQ Roll Call 
  
White House Budget Director Shaun Donovan and senior Democrats are looking to exploit 
Republican concerns about the GOP's fiscal 2016 budget blueprint as they try to promote a new 
round of sequester replacement talks. 
  
Donovan discussed the sequester and other fiscal issues on Thursday with Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., and other senior Democrats. He said in an interview there was signs 
that a number of Republicans - including supporters of increased defense spending - want to 
cut a deal similar to the two-year budget accord (PL 113-67) worked out by Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., Rep. Paul D. Ryan, R-Wis., in 2013 that eased the sequester. 
  
"Look, I think it's up to the Republicans. And you are hearing more and more Republicans saying 
themselves that they want a deal," Donovan said. 
  
He said a number of Republicans shared at least some of President Barack Obama's concerns 
about the sequester-based spending levels in the fiscal 2016 budget conference report (H Con 
Res 27). But Donovan was wary of any efforts by GOP leaders to try to broker a sequester 
compromise near the end of the fiscal year, when there could be the threat of another 
government shutdown. 
  
"Again, I think they have a choice," he said. "We want to come together as soon as possible. We 
have the precedent of a Murray-Ryan deal. We ought to do that again. And we ought to do it 
sooner rather than later. But if they're going to manufacture another crisis, then unfortunately, 
that's the choice they have to make. 
  
"The president has been very clear. He will not accept a budget that locks in sequestration. And 
he's not going to accept a budget that fixes defense without fixing non-defense," Donovan said. 
  
Senior Republicans greeted the call for sequester talks with caution, saying it was too early to 
begin serious negotiations on a new plan to reconfigure the spending caps. That's because 
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Republicans are deeply divided, with defense hawks pushing for additional Pentagon spending 
and many conservatives pushing hard to defend sequester cuts woven into the fiscal 2016 
budget blueprint. 
  
House Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., said some Republicans unhappy with 
spending levels for defense may be open to eventually renewing talks on easing caps in the 
budget control law (PL 112-25) 
  
Rogers said time would be needed to vet and whip Republican votes for fiscal 2016 spending 
bills, to see whether they can pass or run into delays connected to sequester concerns. 
  
"It's going to be tough to pass these bills ... I think the pressure is going to build as we move 
along during the year. When it happens, I have no idea," Rogers said. "It's going to  . . .  take a 
willing White House, and Senate and House agreement." 
  
Grand Bargain? 
  
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-N.J., said he 
believed support for another sequester deal could increase if there are a number of unfinished 
appropriations bills at the end of the fiscal year. 
  
"There may be a grand bargain at the end of the process. But quite frankly we are moving 
ahead with our appropriations bills," Frelinghuysen said. 
  
Ryan, now chairman of House Ways and Means, told reporters there was potential for another 
deal at as Christian Science Monitor breakfast on Thursday. He said any agreement likely would 
mirror the accord he struck with Murray, which provided about $85 billion in mandatory 
spending cuts to help finance deficit reduction and "discretionary add-backs, sequester 
replacement, if you will." 
  
"That's the formula that Patty and I produced. There's absolutely a way to replicate it for 
another session here," Ryan said. 
  
The top tax writer said that a sequester deal might also incorporate some permanent changes 
in mandatory spending, similar to the newly enacted Medicare physician payment law (PL 114-
10). 
  
Reid and Murray called for negotiations on another sequester deal by the end of the fiscal year. 
  
"It is not only possible, but it's how we will get to a place where we can fund what we need to. 
I'm willing to start talking now. I think all Democrats are willing to work towards a solution," 
Murray said. 
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LETTER: Bus rapid transit would slow my 
commute
Posted Today at 8:41 a.m.

Email Tweet 0

oodbury has express bus service from Woodbury to downtown St 

Paul and downtown Minneapolis. I take the bus from Woodbury to 

downtown St Paul. I have enjoyed the bus service, other then a few 

times when MTC lacked in getting a bus to show up. We have called in these 

situations and they have stated they will work on their problems. 

ADVERTISEMENT

I am not in favor of bus rapid transit (BRT) as it will be a slower process to get 

into the downtown area. 

They are proposing to run BRT in designated lanes to the Union Depot. Once 

at the Union Depot, you will need to board the light rail or another bus to get 

into the downtown areas of either St Paul or Minneapolis. 

Right now, when we board the park-and-ride bus, it goes all the way into 

downtown; no other bus needed. When you are trying to get to work in the 

morning you do not have time to board one bus, and then wait for another 

bus on the edge of downtown. I would think everyone is smart enough to 

understand that without paying millions of dollars for a study to see if the 

BRT is needed. You can look at a survey online at the Woodbury City Council; 

they have asked the citizens of Woodbury about interest in BRT, and the 
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interest has been declining. The citizens of Woodbury have stated they would 

like to see express-bus service expanded. 

I think we should listen to the citizens. 

If other cities are needing bus service, they should enter into express-bus 

service, not BRT. As far as designated lanes - the buses use the shoulder. 

That is their designated lane, and it is free. 

Karen Bauman

Woodbury
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Agenda Item #8 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) Update  
 
3a. Committee Updates 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on April 15, 2015.  The TAC discussed the approach to 
Segment D and E (Oakdale, Lake Elmo and Woodbury), the different options under consideration and how 
they will be evaluated. The TAC has also been providing input on the overall station area planning (SAP) 
and health impact assessment (HIA) process.  The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) does not meet this 
month.  The next PAC meeting will be held at 1:30 pm on June 11th before the Commission meeting. 
 
The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) will be meeting on June 2nd and June 24th from 6-8 pm to 
discuss the following topics; environmental justice analysis, station planning, health impact assessment, 
confirmation on BRT guideway from St. Paul to I-694. The location is to be determined but will likely be in 
Saint Paul. 
 
3b. HIA Update 
The project team is working on analyzing technical input and community feedback about health 
considerations as they relate to land uses. In late May and June there will be additional engagement with 
the TAC, PAC, CAC, and Washington and Ramsey County health leadership teams to confirm the approach 
to the HIA analysis. 
 
3c. DEIS Next Steps 
DEIS document preparation will continue through July 2015. The Gateway Committee’s will be meeting 
over the next few months to complete the following tasks: 

• Finalize all station locations and the I-94 crossing location in Lake Elmo / Woodbury 
• Address the use of the I-94 highway right-of-way 
• Refine the Guideway design concept and service plan 
• Analysis of community and environmental issues for all Build alternatives advancing for 

DEIS evaluation 
• Ongoing station area planning, health impact statement preparation (HIA) and market 

analysis 
 
Action  
Information 
 



 
 

Agenda Item #9 
 

DATE:  May 7, 2015 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Other Items  
 
 
Items 9a. Meeting Dates Summary 
Included below is a summary of the upcoming Commission and DEIS Study meetings. 
 

Month Meeting Date Planned Start Time 
June PAC June 11 1:30 PM 
June Gateway Corridor Commission June 11 3:30 PM 
July NOT PAC or COMMISSON   

 
Item 9b. Website and Social Media Updates 
 
Facebook 
The Gateway Corridor Facebook page was launched on Monday, February 20, 2012.  The page currently 
has 485 ‘Likes’.   There have not been any instances where comments have had to be removed during 
this reporting period. 
 
YouTube 
The four YouTube videos of the various alignments are still posted.  The “views” of these videos ranges 
from 82-1,407.  
 
Website 
For the month of April, there were 750 visits to the website.  
 
Item 9c. Media Articles 
Attached are media articles about the Gateway Corridor from the last month.  
 
 
Action Requested: Information. 
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Gateway bus line project runs right on time
By Michelle Leonard on Apr 8, 2015 at 12:22 p.m.

rogress on the Gateway Corridor is running right on schedule, and a nod from the Washington County

Regional Railroad Authority should help keep it on track through the next year or longer.

The WCRRA approved two amendments to contracts associated with the Gateway Corridor — now officially named

the Metro Gold Line by Metropolitan Council — at its March 24 meeting. 

The contracts give the go-ahead to allocating $620,845 to complete the Gateway Corridor draft environmental

impact statement, and spending another $145,000 for the Gateway Corridor public relations efforts associated with

the project.

In presenting the contract amendments, Washington County Transportation Manager Jan Lucke shared a report on

Gateway’s progress with members of the WCRRA. The progress, she said, is moving along at a good speed.

Lucke shared a number of what she called “project milestones” with the railroad authority. 

The early planning phases of Gateway Corridor are nearly complete, Lucke said. An alternatives analysis was

completed nearly two years ago, the scoping phase for the draft environmental impact statement was completed in

June 2014, and the locally preferred alternative (LPA) – the route itself – was developed last September and

October. 

http://www.woodburybulletin.com/users/michelle-leonard-0
http://www.woodburybulletin.com/
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All indications from the transportation consultant group, HDR Inc., show that the Gateway Corridor project is right

where it should be at this point in the planning process, Lucke said. 

“I think one of the great accomplishments for these milestones is that we stayed on schedule,” she said told WCRRA

members. “The Gateway Corridor is one of the few projects, along with Red Rock (Corridor), that is on track.”

That means that the Gateway/Gold Line bus rapid transit line could be constructed and open as early as the third

quarter of 2022, Lucke said. 

Still, there are a few years of work left before the project moves to the construction phase. 

One of the steps that have to be completed is to identify the final locations of stations along the LPA, particularly in

the area of Oakdale, Lake Elmo and Woodbury. Within that, planners have to decide where the Gold Line will cross

over Interstate 94.

Four different alignments have come forward as part of that phase, Lucke said. The original draft environmental

impact statement looked at the full alignment, but it will have to be extended to look specifically at the additional

alignments. 

“That requires additional cultural resources analysis, inventorying archeological and historical significant places,

also looking at that alignment through Lake Elmo and Woodbury, that additional station where it will cross over and

just the basic scope of carrying forward an alternative,” Lucke said. 

The amendment for the draft environmental impact statement included funding for the original work, as well as an

additional $60,000 to do the draft EIS work for the four additional LPA. Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc., is the

contractor for the DEIS.

The second amendment passed by the Washington County Regional Railroad Authority was to continue a strategic

communications contract with the firm Jeff Dehler Public Relations. The company has developed a strategic

communication work plan that includes legislative communication support, media and community relations,

community and business engagement, video production, and website and social media services. 

FUNDING

Funding for much of the work evolved from an $8,000 expenditure made by the WCRRA to fund the alternative

analysis process. That initial funding set the path to an accumulation of more than $3 million in county, state and

federal funding for the Gateway Corridor.

Most recently, the Pew Charitable Trust awarded a $100,000 grant for the health impact assessment associated

with the project. The HIA is a process that helps evaluate potential health effects of a plan before it is built or

implemented, and brings forward public health issues in the area of land use, transportation and infrastructure.

“It’s focused on working with communities on what they want their station to look like, what aspects of public

health are important to them, such as access to healthy foods, access to health care services, sidewalks, things that

will help them become more active and improve the public health of their individuals and families,” Lucke said. 

In this project, the HIA will be focused on land use around each of the proposed Gateway Corridor stations. 

SCHEDULE
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If everything continues on schedule, Lucke said, the county’s work on the Gateway Corridor should be complete by

late 2015, possibly early 2016. A technical analysis is under way and is anticipated to be completed by the end of

April. Between April and July, staff will review technical reports and prepare the draft EIS. 

The draft EIS will be available for review beginning in July, with a plan to finalize the document in November.

Publication of the draft EIS is set for December. The entire Gateway Corridor project is scheduled to be

transitioned from Washington County’s control to the Metropolitan Council by February of next year. 

This is a big year for the Gateway Corridor, WCRRA member and County Commissioner Lisa Weik said.

“This is an important year. It’s a very important transition year. We are going to be moving into the nuts and bolts of

stationary planning and letting communities do visionary work in what these areas look like,” Weik said.

Six of the 12 miles included in the Gateway Corridor are in Washington County. Before construction of the project

can begin, all of the cities along the corridor will have to approve the final plans, she added.

Michelle Leonard

Michelle Leonard joined the Woodbury Bulletin staff in November, 2014, after 14 years covering

news for the Bulletin's sister publication, the Farmington Rosemount Independent Town Pages.

 Michelle earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Mass Communications: NewsEditorial from

Mankato State University in 1991. She is an active member of the American Legion Auxiliary Clifford

Larson Unit 189 of Farmington, and is the 201415 Third District President to the American Legion

Auxiliary Department of Minnesota. Michelle is also the volunteer coordinator for the Minnesota

Newspaper Museum which is open annually during the Minnesota State Fair. She has earned

Minnesota Newspaper Association awards in Investigative Reporting, Local News Coverage,

Feature Photography and Column Writing. 

MLeonard@woodburybulletin.com

(651) 7020974
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A room of nearly 100 policy makers and business leaders were encouraged by what they heard April 15 at the Gateway 
Corridor Development Forum, held at Globe University in Woodbury. Two national experts shared ideas on how communities 
and developers can use the proposed Gold Line bus rapid transit project to create prosperous communities.

“The kind of transit for which you’re planning is outstanding,” said Dena Belzer, president of Strategic Economics, a national 
leader in urban economics techniques that guide local public policy decisions.

“When you do this bus rapid transit line, you’re going to reinvent the meaning of BRT, not just in this region, but in this 
country,” Belzer said. “You’re taking a line and moving it out toward communities that don’t have as much development. You’re 
not retrofitting an urban area. So you’re really going to lead the way nationally.”

Roger Millar, vice president of Smart Growth America, talked to the group about leveraging BRT and transit-oriented 
development to advance community goals. He offered five tests for planning community investments:

1. Popsicle Test—Can you walk home from the store before your popsicle melts?

2. Smooch Test—Is the place comfortable, safe, attractive, and intimate, suitable for a date-night stroll?

3. Kid Test—Can children safely explore a world beyond their own backyards?

4. Seniors Test—Are elder citizens a welcome part of the community? Can they get out and about and get their needs met 
when driving is no longer an option?

5. Commons Test—Does development contribute to the overall community something greater than what it takes in terms of 
natural and community resources?

Washington County Commissioner Lisa Weik, chair of the Gateway Corridor Commission, said people felt empowered by the 
presenters and enthused to continue working together.

“The message was clear that a successful regional transitway service requires collaboration and communication between 
policy makers, property owners, developers, and the transit provider,” said Commissioner Weik. “Coming together for 
educational events like the Development Forum is one way we’re meeting that goal.”

The event was presented by the Gateway Corridor Commission and sponsored by East Metro Strong, Oakdale Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, and Woodbury Area Chamber of Commerce. This was the second 
Development Forum presented by the Commission. The first, in 2013, focused on lessons from the BRT system in Cleveland.

About the Gateway Corridor transit project

The Gateway Gold Line BRT is a proposed bus rapid transit line that would run next to Interstate 94 for 12 miles in an 
exclusive lane on Hudson Road between the Union Depot in downtown Saint Paul and Woodbury. All-day transit service would 
stop at 12 stations and include connections to the growing regional transit system. The system could open for service by 2022 
and will provide a focal point for new economic development opportunities as the region grows. This would be Minnesota’s first 
BRT line in an exclusive lane. The work is led by the Gateway Corridor Commission, which is comprised of local elected 
officials, business and community leaders. More information is available at www.theGatewayCorridor.com.
(http://www.theGatewayCorridor.com)
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Carlson Real Estate Co. had planned a sixstory office building on a vacant site on the northeast quadrant of Interstates 694
and 94 in Oakdale, pictured here. Opus Development announced Wednesday it will finish the development. (Staff photo: Bill

Klotz)

Opus, Carlson team up in Oakdale
By: Adam Voge   February 18, 2015  4:27 pm   0

Minnetonkabased Carlson Real Estate Co. is enlisting Minnetonkabased Opus Development to finish development of about 35
acres of vacant land in a business park along Interstates 694 and 94 in Oakdale.

Opus plans to add about 463,000 square feet of office and office flex space to the existing Oaks Business Park in Oakdale,
finishing a Carlson project that has completed at least six buildings. The site already has city approval for
construction, so Opus could bring projects to market faster than normal.

“There are not a lot of sites like that, where we could respond to the market dynamics right when they show up,”
Phil Cattanach, senior manager of real estate development for Opus, said Wednesday.

The east metro market admittedly has fewer tenants to choose from, the project’s leasing broker said, but the
development team hopes that quick turnaround and prime location could help draw prospects.

Although Opus holds a purchase option on the site, it also could develop the property without buying it.

The Oaks Business Park sits on the northeast quadrant of I694 and I94 in Oakdale, immediately south of Fourth
Street North. Woodbury retail developments including Woodbury Lakes and Tamarack Village are within a mile on the
south side of I94, as is a prominent office building occupied by The Hartford.

Carlson’s plans for about 650,000 total square feet of office and flex space in the park date back about a decade.
About 16 acres in the park have been developed to date. The developer has completed a set of four 9,000square
foot office suite buildings on the project site’s southeast corner as well as a 98,000squarefoot technology building and
a 58,000squarefoot office building, all of which were developed around 2007, just as the Great Recession was
taking hold.

Carlson sold the technology building for $9.5 million in 2013 but still owns the office building.

Cattanach said Wednesday that Opus’ first priority will be to develop the site with office and flex buildings as
planned, although slight size modifications could occur.

“We think that’s what is wellsuited in that location,” he said. “It’s complementary with what’s already established
there.”
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City officials met with Opus for the first time this week and hope to hear more about project plans within a few
weeks, Oakdale Community Development Director Bob Streetar said Wednesday.

“It’s certainly a priority for our City Council,” he said, adding that the city paid for infrastructure on the site and
agreed to a tax abatement for Carlson at the time the project was approved. “The outcome for us was goodpaying
jobs. That’s what we’re anticipating and looking forward to.”

Streetar went on to say that the future Gold Line bus rapid transit route — also known as the Gateway Corridor line —
will travel through the site, potentially attracting more companies.

Previously approved plans for the site still include about 135,000 square feet of tech space between Third and Fourth
Street, and about 329,000 square feet of office to the south and west. On the very southwest corner of the site,
Carlson had planned a sixstory “Class A” office building overlooking I94 with up to 156,000 square feet.

Opus could end up building some of the projects speculatively, but Cattanach said Wednesday that decision will
come after some due diligence.

“We can’t manufacture the market, so that’s really based on what we’re seeing on the market,” he said.

What kind of demand will exist for the new buildings remains a question, said one of the brokers retained to help
attract tenants.

“The site itself is a terrific site,” said Todd Hanson, a senior director for Bloomingtonbased Cushman &
Wakefield/NorthMarq. “Our biggest challenge is going to be the market we’re in.”

Hanson said his team — which includes Jason Sell, Chris Weirens, Eric King and Tom Stella — will try to attract
“highend” users who are looking for sites ready to go at short notice. The east metro is generally more of a
“shallow market,” he said, but given the site’s infrastructure, he expects to find interest.

Office space in the northeast metro was 17.4 percent vacant at the end of 2014, according to C&W/NorthMarq’s
most recent Compass report. The vacancy rate for industrial space in the same submarket was 8.9 percent.

Washington County values undeveloped land in the Oaks Business Park at about $4.96 million, according to property
tax records.

Carlson has spent much of the past three years divesting itself of its real estate and development interests. In 2013,
the company sold its Plaza Seven downtown office tower for $43.6 million and the attached Radisson Plaza for $28.9
million. Carlson tapped Colliers International last year to manage its properties around the Twin Cities as it continued to
seek sale opportunities.

Representatives of Carlson Real Estate couldn’t be reached for comment Wednesday.

Because of the previous entitlements in Oakdale, Opus has the option of taking a “fast track” to final city project
approval, Streetar said. That means each building might only need to pass one vote of the City Council before it can
be constructed.

“It’s very teed up out there,” he said. “If there are any users looking for new space at a great location, it doesn’t get
any easier.”

Opus will decide when to start developing buildings after its due diligence period.
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UPDATE: Exclusion
from transportation bill
jeopardizes federal
funding for Gateway
Corridor
By Mathias Baden on Apr 21, 2015 at 4:07 p.m.

he Gateway Corridor project was left out of the omnibus transportation

bill headed to the floor of the Minnesota House of Representatives this

afternoon.

At 3:22 p.m., the House reconvened to discuss the bill, nicknamed the Road and

Bridges Act of 2015. Watch live

here: http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/htv/htv.asp. 

(http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/htv/htv.asp. )

The $6.6 billion spending bill does not include an increase to the gas tax.

"In listening to Minnesota families, even in my district and the emails that I get,

people do not want to see a gas tax increase now," said Rep. Kelly Fenton, R-

Woodbury.

Rep. JoAnn Ward plans to speak about the exclusion on the House floor. She

hoped to talk to Fenton on "a strategy about how to continue Gateway" before

members reconvened.

Neither Fenton nor Ward thinks the Gateway Corridor, aka Metro Gold Line,

project is dead. If the House and Senate each pass an omnibus transportation
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bill but they don't match, the bills will go to conference committee before being
passed on to the governor, who would need to sign the bill for it to become law.

Conference committees can produce some surprises, primarily in what is left

out at the last minute.

"What we do know is if we don't get this money this session that we lose our

federal match," Ward said.

A federal appropriation for Gateway Corridor requires a state match.

Read the text of the bill

here: http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS89/HF0004.2.pdf. 

(http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS89/HF0004.2.pdf. )

Mathias Baden

mbaden@woodburybulletin.com
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