
 

For questions regarding this material, please contact Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County at (651) 430-4338 or at 
andy.gitzlaff@co.washington.mn.us.  

 

Agenda 
Gateway Corridor Commission 
June 12, 2014 - 3:30 PM 
 
 

 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room 

8301 Valley Creek Road  
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Note: There will not be a DEIS Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting proceeding the Commission 
Meeting  
 
Item        Presenter   Action Requested 
 
1. Introductions          Information 
 
2. Consent Items*         Approval 

a. Summary of May 8, 2014 Meeting 
b. Checks and Claims 

  
3. HIA Grant Letter of Support*     Washington County  Approval 
 
4. Transit Tour Update*      Washington County  Information 
 
5. TIRP Transitway Research Synthesis*   Washington County  Information 
 
6. Communications Update*    Washington County  Information  

a. Outreach Activities        
b.    Public Relations Activities 
           

7. Legislative Update*          
a. State Legislative Session Recap  Jeff Dehler PR / John Kaul Information  
b.    Federal Update    Ramsey County  Information 

 
8. DEIS Study Update*     Washington County  Information 
 
9. Other*       Washington County  Information 

a. Meeting Dates Summary        
b. Social Media and Website Update       
c. Media Articles    

     
10. Adjourn           Approval 
                        
*Attachments 
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Gateway Corridor Commission  
Draft May 8, 2014 Meeting Summary 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room  

 
Members  

 
Agency  

 
Present 

Rafael Ortega  Ramsey County   
Lisa Weik Washington County  X 
Mary Giuliani Stephens Woodbury  X 
Dan Kyllo  West Lakeland Township  
Kathy Lantry St Paul X 
Randy Nelson  Afton   
Mike Pearson Lake Elmo   
Paul Reinke  Oakdale  X 
Nora Slawik Maplewood   
Amy Williams Lakeland  X 
Victoria Reinhardt, Alternate  Ramsey County  X 
Ted Bearth, Alternate  Washington County   
Richard Bend, Alternate  Afton   
Bob Livingston, Alternate  Lakeland   
Paul Rebholz, Alternate  Woodbury   
Dave Schultz, Alternate  West Lakeland Township X 
Mike Reeves, Alternate  Lake Elmo  X 

 
 
Ex-Officio Members 

 
Agency  

 
Present  

Mike Amundson Baytown Township  
Scott Beauchamp St Paul Chamber of Commerce X 
Mike Ericson Landfall Village  
Tim Herman East Side Area Business Association X 
Randy Kopesky Lakeland Shores  
Richard McNamara OBPA  
Tim Ramberg WI Gateway Coalition  
Doug Stang 3M  
Greg Watson Woodbury Chamber of Commerce X 

 
 
Others 

 
Agency  

Kevin Roggenbuck Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority 
Andy Gitzlaff Washington County 
Jan Lucke Washington County 
Jeanne Witzig Kimley-Horn and Associates 
Mark Finken City of St. Paul 
Linda Jungwirth Assistant to Ramsey County Commissioner Rettman 
Stephen Ebner West Lakeland Township 
Shelly Schafer Senator Franken’s Office 
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Others Agency  
Janelle Schmitz City of Woodbury Staff 
Linda Stanton Gateway Corridor CAC 
Bob Tatreau Woodbury Resident 

 
The Gateway Corridor Commission convened at 3:37 p.m. by Chair Weik.  
 
Agenda Item #1.  Introductions  
Introductions were made by those present.  
 
Agenda Item #2.  Consent Items 
Item 2a. Summary of April 10, 2014 Meeting: Chair Weik requested an addition to Item 4 
of the minutes to include the mode identified as the most effective for the Red Rock Corridor 
is BRT. Motion made by Lantry to approve the April 10, 2014 meeting summary. Seconded 
by Reinke. Approved. Motion carried.  
 
Item 2b. Checks and Claims: Motion made by Reinhardt to approve the checks and claims. 
Seconded by Lantry. Approved. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #3.  Transit Tour Budget 
Gitzlaff provided background and purposes of the proposed transit tour trip. He discussed 
the approximate expenses involved as listed in the packet. Staff was able to reserve a hotel 
downtown Los Angeles which is right off the Red Line and connects to the Orange Line, and 
Kimley-Horn’s office space is one block away and available to use for meetings. Gitzlaff said 
an email will be sent in the next few days confirming the logistics of the trip and everyone’s 
contact information.  Going forward, staff will prepare a more detailed agenda and materials 
to go along with the trip. He noted the bulk of the activity will take place on Thursday, June 
26th, which includes a full-day tour of the Orange Line. Gitzlaff asked for discussion from the 
Commission on stipends and how they can be used to get a bigger group to attend the trip. 
He distributed an updated list of confirmed attendees noting that Ramsey and Washington 
County staff did not require a stipend since the trip was included in their budgets. Of the 22 
people attending, 14 stipends have been requested, and there are still a few others 
contemplating going on the trip. He suggested a stipend allowance for potential additional 
attendees. Gitzlaff said $5,000 is budgeted for travel and there is $25,000 in contingency 
funds available to cover costs exceeding the $5,000.  
 
Williams asked if the budget is for the trip or for the stipends. Weik said it’s for the stipends. 
Williams asked if the meals would be covered by the attendees or if the group meals would 
be part of the budget. Gitzlaff said the group meals aren’t factored in at this point, but the 
Commission could add that into the trip budget if desired. Williams said the itinerary includes 
a meeting over dinner to discuss Thursday’s events; if each attendee is responsible to pay 
for their dinner, we need to be mindful of where that dinner would be held since Los Angeles 
is a very expensive city.  Herman added that it would be helpful to know what the expected 
auxiliary costs would be. Williams commented that $100 for three days of meals in Los 
Angeles is soft.  Kopesky suggested meeting for dinner at the Kimley-Horn offices and have 
food brought in; having a conducive place to meet, eat, and be productive would be best. 
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Jeanne Witzig, Kimley-Horn, said they could accommodate space for that dinner. She added 
they are planning to hold a breakfast at the Kimley-Horn offices on Friday morning prior to 
everyone’s departures.  
 
Reinke said he fully supports stipends for any members or alternates of the Commission or 
those on the CAC, TAC, and PAC; however, if an attendee is not formally part of one of our 
Committees, he struggles with offering them stipends from the Gateway funds. Weik noted 
there is only on individual, the Administrator for the City of Woodbury, who has requested a 
stipend that is not on one of the Gateway Commissions. Reinhardt said that if that is the only 
person from Woodbury who is able to attend, she would not have a problem providing a 
stipend; it’s important that the City of Woodbury is represented on this trip. Giuliani Stephens 
said she would be arranging her schedule to attend the trip and any additional City staff 
could potentially go using the City budget.  
 
Reinhardt said it would be difficult to do a meal subsidy separately; therefore, she suggested 
the higher stipend amount of $750.  
 
Herman stated the cost of the trip appears to be approximately $1,200; if the stipend is $750, 
each individual would have to cover that gap. Giuliani Stephens noted that for the DC trip, 
the discussion was that the entity being represented would cover the gap. Gitzlaff concurred. 
Williams said that many members of the CAC who would be attending are small business 
owners and not only have the travel costs, but also have the costs of being away from their 
businesses during that time. She stated she is in favor of the larger stipend amount. 
Beauchamp commented that being a non-profit, the lower stipend amount would cause a 
burden for them. Weik said the precedent, based on the fly-in, is a stipend of $750. 
 
Motion made by Williams to adopt stipends in the amount of $750 for a maximum of 20 
attendees or up to $15,000. Seconded by Reinke. Approved. Motion carried. 
 
Gitzlaff said staff knows the sensitivity of different people and expectations of costs on meals 
and we will be looking at several meal options. We will be able to give a good walk-through 
of what to expect in Los Angeles at our next meeting. Weik suggested asking the hotel if 
they can provide a meeting room and meal options. Weik said in her letter to the CEO of the 
Transportation Authority in Los Angeles they also want to see where transit oriented 
development has occurred or where diverse populations are served.  She added that the 
municipalities that border the Gateway Corridor include over one-fifth of the zero vehicle 
population in the seven county metro area.  
 
Reinke asked if it is possible to determine what happened with people’s home values along 
the Orange Line, before and after, noting that home values can increase. Lucke said that is 
an excellent idea; the University of MN researchers have done research on the effect of 
residential and commercial properties along the Hiawatha Line and have started to look at 
the Central Corridor Line. Staff could invite them to a future Commission meeting to share 
their research. Weik said it would be a great topic for our Commission. Lantry said along the 
Central Corridor people were talking about freezing property values for fear they would 
skyrocket; the evidence is clear that they rise and some people don’t want that. Williams 
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commented that comparing Frogtown to Oakdale is not comparing apples to apples; the 
impact of transit could be very different.  
 
Agenda Item #4. Rush Line Corridor Update 
Roggenbuck distributed copies of and gave a PowerPoint Presentation on the Rush Line 
Corridor noting they went through 40 or 50 variations of the logo before one was chosen. 
He noted they will keep watching the area north of Forest Lake but it will not be part of the 
formal pre-project development study.  
 
Herman asked if the two options being considered are BRT along I-35 or LRT through the 
interior into St. Paul and if there is an option to explore both routes. Reinhardt said both 
options can be explored; there could be some deviation but she doesn’t believe they would 
be looking at BRT to White Bear Lake. She added that it was considered during the AA, but 
it didn’t get selected. Herman said his concern would be that the LRT option would only go to 
White Bear, and asked if it could go up to Forest Lake as well. Reinhardt said this study is for 
this time; we could certainly look at LRT further north in the future. If the LRT line is the 
option chosen as the LPA, we still have an express bus that goes along the I35 to Columbus. 
Herman asked if Forest Lake wants the LRT line all the way into their city, will their voice be 
stronger than the cities along the BRT line. Reinhardt said she is the Chair of the Rush Line 
Corridor Commission and that issue has been discussed; even though the pre-project 
development study only goes to Forest Lake, the counties of Pine, Anoka and Chisago have 
all put money into this project knowing that this is as far as the study will go. They get it: this 
is for now, we’re not forgetting the rest, but are choosing what is best for now. 
 
Roggenbuck continued stating the pre-project study will determine the LPA. Williams 
suggested placing notices in the city newsletters as a useful way to get information out. 
Roggenbuck concurred stating they are also including notices in some of the smaller 
newspapers. He distributed a flyer of upcoming open houses to the Commission members. 
 
Weik asked if the Rush Line Corridor is a bit ahead of the Red Rock Corridor. Gitzlaff said 
Red Rock is in the discovery/analysis phase prior to reaching an LPA decision and Rush 
Line is a bit ahead of that with their study underway.  
 
Agenda Item #5.  Communications Update 
Item 5a. Outreach Activities: 
Gitzlaff discussed some of the outreach activities listed in the packet stating the list 
continues to grow. There are close to 100 different types of engagements since the DEIS 
was started. Watson commented that the Woodbury Expo keeps growing exponentially and 
Commissioner Weik kept a tally of how many people stopped by the Gateway booth. He 
stated there were a lot of comments as to when will this get done, what are the benefits, and 
how people can get involved. Weik said there were 50 to 60 walk-ins and there was a lot of 
curiosity and interest. 
 
Gitzlaff said there is a new prize wheel, display items, and new materials ready and available 
for events that come up. He suggested future discussion on where the Commission feels 
having a presence would be valuable. Gitzlaff referred to the upcoming events listed in the 
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packet including National Train Day at the Union Depot, the Target Station Opening and the 
Green Line Opening. Gateway is working on and/or will have items on display at those 
events; the goal is to get Gateway’s name out there while supporting those projects. Staff is 
planning to order Gateway Corridor t-shirts to wear at the Target Station and Green Line 
events and asked Commission members to let staff know if they plan to attend so a t-shirt 
can be ordered. Gitzlaff added that event booths are a commitment and can be difficult to 
staff; therefore, let staff know if you are available to volunteer.  
 
Kopesky suggested having a presence at the Washington County Fair. Herman suggested 
the Ramsey County Fair. Weik suggested checking with East Metro Strong for upcoming 
events.  
 
Item 5b. Public Relations Activities: 
Gitzlaff referred Commission members to the update of recent public relations activities listed 
in the packet.  
 
Item 5c. Legislative Support Strategy: 
Lucke said she spoke with John Kaul just prior to the meeting and the Senate bonding bill 
moved out of the Finance Committee today and Gateway Corridor is earmarked for $3 
million; although both the House and Senate have money for transit expansion, the House 
version does not specific individual projects. The next step is the Senate floor and then it will 
likely end up in Conference Committee. Lucke said some of the recent strategies included 
visits to every legislator on the corridor by herself and Commissioner Weik. Once the 
Conference Committee participants are named, they will work with John Kaul to schedule 
time to meet with each of them. She added that the lobbyists are hearing there is bipartisan 
support for the Gateway project and they are also hearing that Gateway is running a clean 
and inclusive process. Lucke noted we should applaud those who have gone to visit 
legislators on Gateway’s behalf. 
 
Kopesky noted that we asked for $5 million and if it would slow down the project if we only 
get $3 million. Weik said Gateway is fully funded for the phase of the project we are now in; 
the money we are asking for is for the next phase, and it is unlikely we would move into the 
next phase sooner than one year from now. The next phase could get started with $3 million 
and there would be next year’s legislative session to determine if more funding is needed. As 
it moves into the project development final EIS, the record of decision, and the engineering, 
it’s possible that the project could transition to the State of MN. We’re actually making sure 
the State has enough money to continue the project without any delays. Lucke commented 
that for projects that have lagged in State and Federal funding, another factor to keep in 
mind is that CTIB has been willing to take on some of that risk and front those costs in order 
to keep the project moving.  
 
Shafer commented, on the Federal level, they are hearing that the Transportation 
Reauthorization Bill will likely be unveiled next week; it could be a multi-year bill, but there 
are no details yet. 
 
Agenda Item #6.  Legislative Update 
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Item 6a. State: 
Roggenbuck referred to the update listed in the packet stating he has heard from some of 
the lobbyists that the bonding package will likely be a combination of bonding and using the 
budget surplus cash. 
 
Item 6b. Federal: 
Roggenbuck referred to the update listed in the packet highlighting the proposed Grow 
America Act that would sharply boost transit spending. He added that Congress is in a 
crunch to pass a bill to reauthorize Map 21.  
 
Agenda Item #7. DEIS Study Update 
Witzig said they are about one-third of the way into the overall EIS marathon; the DEIS is 
scheduled to come out in 2015. Currently we are focusing on the capital costs, going through 
the ridership model exercise, market analysis and outreach to the communities. She added 
they have been working very closely with MnDOT and Met Council in responding to FHWA’s 
request to further evaluate the managed lane alternative and coordinating with FTA to 
document the process and decision making that took place during the AA. Weik commented 
that the PAC will hold public comment on the LPA decision in August.   
 
Agenda Item #8.  Other 
Item 8a. Meeting Dates Summary: 
Information on upcoming meeting dates is included in the packet. 
 
Item 8b. Social Media and Website Update: 
An update is printed in the packet for Commission member’s information. 
 
Item 8c. Media Articles: 
Recent media articles are printed in the packet for Commission member’s information.   
 
Agenda Item #9.  Adjourn 
Chair Weik called the meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.  



 
 

Agenda Item #2b 
 

DATE:  June 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Checks and Claims  
 
 
Gateway Corridor DEIS Contract (Kimley Horn)      Amount  
Dates 
4/1/13 – 4/30/14         $160,168.92 
 
Contract Utilization = 41% 
 
Public Engagement – Buttons and T-Shirts Order (Advisors Marketing Group)  $995.60 
 
Total           $161,164.52 
 
 
Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.  
 
 
Action Requested:  
 
Approval  



 
 

Agenda Item #3 
 

DATE:  June 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Health Impact Assessment Grant for Gateway Corridor  
 
Background on Health Impact Assessments  
The Health Impact Project, a collaboration of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, The Pew Charitable Trusts and Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Minnesota, is a national initiative designed to promote the use of health 
impact assessments (HIAs) as a decision-making tool for policymakers.  
HIAs use a flexible, data-driven approach that identifies the health 
consequences of new policies and develops practical strategies to 
enhance their health benefits and minimize adverse effects. The image 
to the right provides details on the steps of an HIA.  
 
Washington County staff is working to submit an application for a grant 
from the Health Impact Project to perform an HIA on the Gateway 
Corridor station areas. The attached presentation provides more 
detailed information about what an HIA is and the scope of work.  
 
Proposed Scope of Work  
An HIA is supposed to be directly related to a decision making process. 
Past HIAs around the country (and for the Bottineau Corridor locally) 
have focused on health impacts of different alignment options. Even 
though there are alignment options still under consideration for the 
Gateway Corridor (in the D and E segments) there is not enough 
geographic deviation to differentiate health impacts. The proposed 
scope of work for the HIA for the Gateway Corridor will focus on the 
health impacts of station areas, including; pedestrian and bike 
infrastructure, equitable access to education, recreation, food, housing, 
and employment and economic development potential in diverse 
communities. The recommendations from the HIA are meant to inform 
city comprehensive planning and site planning, processes that has not 
always recognized or considered health as part of their planning 
processes.  The engagement process for the HIA would run parallel to 
the DEIS and existing station area planning efforts underway. The HIA 
recommendations are envisioned to be one more tool for local 
communities to prepare for transit in their communities.  
 
 
 



 
 
Letter of Support  
Five letters of support are required for the grant application. Letters have already been secured by the 
Washington County Housing and Redevelopment Authority, East Metro Strong, and Living Healthy 
Washington County. Since the HIA recommendations are envisioned to be directly tied to the planning 
processes for each Corridor community, it is important to show the support of those jurisdictions. A 
draft letter of support is attached to this memo for the Commission’s consideration.  
 
Action  
Approve submitting a letter of support for the Gateway Corridor HIA grant application  
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Gateway Corridor Commission • 11660 Myeron Road North Stillwater, MN 55082 • (651) 430-4300 
 

June 4, 2014 
 
Health Impact Project 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
901 E Street NW, 10th Floor 
Washington, DC, 20004  
 
RE: Letter of Support for the Gateway Corridor Health Impact Assessment Grant  
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
On behalf of the Gateway Corridor Commission, we would like to express our support for Washington County’s 
grant application to conduct a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) on the Gateway Corridor station areas in 
partnership with the Cities of Saint Paul, Maplewood, Landfall Village, Oakdale, Lake Elmo, and Woodbury. The 
Gateway Corridor Commission is dedicated to finding a transit solution for the east metro to support our 
existing communities, create economic development opportunities, and provide mobility options.  
 
The Gateway Corridor transitway is not just a transportation project; it is also a community and economic 
development project. In the coming year, our communities will be working to investigate how station areas can 
be planned for and how local policies can be changed to support the transit investment. We are already 
planning to undertake market analyses on station areas. The consideration of health impacts through an HIA 
would help all of our communities understand the long term impacts on our investments.  
 
We are hopeful that the engagement work through the HIA process will help residents and businesses 
understand the importance of health in the built environment and broaden community understanding of the 
link between health, transportation, and the built environment. As the decision makers for the communities 
along the Gateway Corridor, the Commission will work with staff to conduct and data-driven HIA to inform our 
local plans and policies.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
  
Lisa Weik, Gateway Corridor Commission Chair and Washington County Commissioner 
 
C:    Commissioner Rafael Ortega, Gateway Corridor Commission Vice-Chair and Ramsey County Commissioner 
       Mayor Mary Giuliani Stephens, City of Woodbury 
       Council President Kathy Lantry, City of Saint Paul  
       Mayor Nora Slawik, City of Maplewood 
       Councilmember Paul Reinke, City of Oakdale 
       Mayor Mike Pearson, City of Lake Elmo  
       Councilmember Randy Nelson, City of Afton  
       Councilmember Amy Williams, City of Lakeland 
       Chairman Dan Kyllo, West Lakeland Township  
       Gateway Corridor Ex-Officio Members   
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Health Impact Assessment

June 12, 2014

Definition: A systematic process that uses an array of 
data sources and analytic methods and considers input 
from stakeholders to determine the potential effects of a 
proposed policy, plan, program, or project on the health 
of a population and the distribution of those effects 
within the population. HIA provides recommendations 
on monitoring and managing those effects. 

Health Impact Assessment

2

National Research Council, Improving 
Health in the United States: The Role 
of Health Impact Assessment, 2011. 
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Insert good picture of 
parks or 
transportation 
project in the county

4
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Determinants of Health

5

Health status is determined by: 30% by genetics; only 10% by 
health care; but 60% by social & environmental conditions, 
and behavior

Source: N Engl J Med 2007;357:1221-8.

Health & the Built Environment

6

Planning/Design Issues

• Disconnected Land Use 
Patterns

• Land Fragmentation (Loss 
of farmland, open space, 
wetlands, etc…)

• Low Density

• Auto Dependency

• Congestion

• Trail/Sidewalk Gaps

• Limited Choices

Health Issues

• Physical Inactivity

• Poor Diet & Nutrition

• Mental Health Issues

• Decreased Social 
Capital

• Poor Air Quality

• Increase in Car Crashes

• Increase in Bike/Ped
Injuries

• Poor Water Quality
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Purpose of an HIA

7

The purpose of an HIA: to provide health 
information to decision‐makers before
important decisions are made, so they can 
make a more informed decision 

Project 
Launch

Draft Plan 
Available 

Final 
Decision

Can the HIA be 
ready here?

Six Steps of HIA

8

1. Screening ‐ to determine if an HIA is useful for a 
specific project or policy

2. Scoping ‐ identify which health effects to consider

3. Assessment ‐ determine which people may be 
affected and how they may be affected

4. Recommendations ‐ suggest changes to proposal 
to promote positive or mitigate adverse health 
effects

5. Reporting ‐ present the results to decision‐makers

6. Evaluation and Monitoring ‐ determine the affect 
of the HIA on the decision process
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Over 2 dozen HIAs either completed or underway

• Health Corridor for All (Central Corridor/Green Line)

• St Louis Park Comprehensive Plan

• Hennepin County ‐ Bottineau Transitway

• Emerald Ash Borer Policy‐ St Paul

• Gary/New Duluth Small Area Plan

• Anti‐bullying Legislation 

• Goodhue County Zoning Districts

HIA in Minnesota

9

Gateway Corridor HIA Proposal

10

An HIA for the Gateway Corridor will focus on the health 
impacts of station area locations, including: equitable 
access to education, recreation, food, housing, and 
employment and economic development potential in 
diverse communities. 
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 Engage Gateway partners

 Broaden engagement for 
the Corridor

 Inform decisions on 
station locations and land 
use policy

 Amend existing contract 
for EIS

Gateway Corridor HIA Proposal

11

Questions?

12



6/6/2014

7

Thank you!
Stephanie Souter, Washington County

Stephanie.Souter@co.washington.mn.us

651‐430‐6701

Lyssa Leitner

Lyssa.leitner@co.washington.mn.us

651‐430‐4314



 
 

Agenda Item #4 
 

DATE:  June 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Orange Line Transit Tour Update 
 
Background 
The Commission’s 2014 travel budget and work plan identifies going to a peer region as a priority for 
2014.  The purpose of the trip would be to experience another transit system/line with similar 
characteristics as what is being proposed in the Gateway Corridor and identify strategies and lessons 
learned that could be applied to our region.  Since BRT within a dedicated guideway does not exist in 
Minnesota travel to another region is required.  
 
In February the Commission identified the important characteristics to incorporate into a tour and staff 
worked with the DEIS consultant team to prepare a short list of potential options.  At the March meeting 
the Orange Line BRT in Los Angeles, California was chosen because of its similar transit characteristics to 
those being proposed on Gateway (ratio of corridor length to number of stations, use of dedicated 
guideway, level of transit station and vehicle amenities) as well as the diverse communities, variety of 
land uses from urban to suburban and TOD along the line.  
 
The trip will be an opportunity to interact with the people behind the service to learn what works well 
and what they’d do differently. These are valuable lessons for Gateway Corridor Commission and project 
partners to learn from prior to making significant decisions on future investments in the corridor. 
 
Trip Details 
The trip will be from Wednesday June 25th through Friday June 27th.  Connections have also been made 
with the project sponsors and our DEIS consultant is assisting with finalizing the itinerary. Commission 
members should let staff know if there are certain things that attendees would like to learn about the 
Orange Line while on the tour. A detailed trip itinerary will be provided at the Commission meeting for 
additional input. 
 
Confirmed Trip Attendees List 
# Name Affiliation Stipend 

Requested 
1 Lisa Weik GCC Member – Washington County Yes 
2 Victoria Reinhardt GCC Member – Ramsey County Yes 
3 Nora Slawik GCC Member – Maplewood Yes 
4 Mary Giuliani Stephens GCC Member - Woodbury Yes 
5 Amy Williams GCC Member - Lakeland Yes 
6 Randy Kopesky GCC Member Ex-Officio – Lakeland Shores Yes 
7 Tim Swanson GCC Member Ex-Officio – Woodbury Area Chamber  Yes 
8 Scott Beauchamp GCC Member Ex-Officio – St Paul Area Chamber Yes 



 
 
9 Tim Herman GCC Member Ex-Officio  - East Side Area Business Association Yes 
10 Scott McBride PAC Member – MnDOT Yes 
11 Katie Roth PAC Member  - Met Council (alternate for Arlene McCarthy)  Yes 
12 Kevin Roggenbuck TAC Member – RCRRA Staff No 
13 Andy Gitzlaff TAC Member – WCRRA Staff No 
14 Lyssa Leitner TAC Member – WCRRA Staff No 
15 Kathryn O’Brien TAC Member – Metro Transit Staff Yes 
16 Mark Finken TAC Member – St Paul Yes 
17 Janelle Schmitz TAC Member - Woodbury  Yes 
18 Tim Mayasich RCRRA Director No 
19 Jan Lucke Washington County Transit and Planning Manager No 
20 Don Theisen Washington County Public Works Director No 
21 Andy Burmeister Lockridge Grindal Nauen  No 
22 Paul Sawyer CAC Member – St Paul Yes 
23 Tabitha Derango CAC Member – Dayton’s Bluff Community Council Yes 
24 Lindsey Wollschlager CTIB Representative No 
25 Beth Bartz Consultant Team – SRF No 
26 Jeanne Witzig Consultant Team – Kimley Horn No 
27 Ashley Verburg Consultant Team – Kimley Horn No 
28 Alan Dale Developer/Property Owner No 
29 Josh Straka US Congresswoman McCollum’s Office Yes 
30 Susan Kent State Senator Yes 
31 Representative JoAnn Ward State Representative Yes 
 
Stipend Policy 
At the May Commission meeting a motion was approved to offer stipends in the amount of $750 for a 
maximum of 20 attendees or up to $15,000.  There was also discussion that attendees should be 
members or alternates of the Commission or members of one of the committees (CAC, TAC, PAC).  
Although not discussed at the May meeting, the Commission had previous discussed the importance of 
having legislators on the trip and offering stipends if permissible under the gift law.  Research into the 
gift law has uncovered that the trip appears to be exempt from the gift law since it is being sponsored by 
local government entities.  However, it is up to each individual legislator attending to make their own 
determination on whether they should accept the trip stipend and receive any clearances necessary. 
 
There are a total of 31 confirm attendees. Of those 19 are tentatively requesting stipends. Since the last 
meeting, State Senator Susan Kent, State Representative JoAnn Ward and Josh Straka, Policy Aid to U.S. 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum, have indicated they would like to attend and have expressed an 
interest in receiving stipends. 
 
Josh Straka has received clearance from the US House Ethics Committee to accept the stipend, provided 
it covers the full trip cost (estimated at $1,250).  Senator Kent and Representative Ward are in the 
process of getting a determination on whether or not they can accept the stipend. The total estimated 
cost assuming these 19 stipends is $14,750, slightly under the $15,000 budget set by the Commission. 
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Agenda Item #5 
 

DATE:  June 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: TIRP Transitway Research Synthesis 
 
 
The Transitway Impacts Research Program (TIRP) was launched in 2006 by the Hennepin–
University Partnership to answer questions about the economic, travel, and community impacts 
of transitway corridors in the Twin Cities metropolitan area. TIRP has grown to include a mix of 
state, regional, and local jurisdictional partners.  Ramsey and Washington Counties, MnDOT 
and the Metropolitan Council are all partners. 
 
The program creates knowledge and information needed to improve planning and decision 
making for transitway expansion. It also helps educate legislators, agency leaders and staff, and 
the University research community about current issues, innovations, and trends pertaining to 
transitways. In addition, the program serves as a national model of inter-jurisdictional 
collaboration between government and academia for transitway research, education, and 
outreach. TIRP has funded a diverse body of research, including extensive modeling, data 
analysis, and numerous surveys of residents, transit riders, and business owners both within 
transit corridors and from the broader region.  
 
The attached document synthesizes the findings of seven TIRP research projects completed to 
date. The document also incorporates findings from two related research projects conducted 
by University of Minnesota researchers. 
 
At the meeting, staff will provide a brief overview of the findings of research to date.  If Commission 
members would like to learn more about any of the research projects staff could put Commission 
Members in contact with the researchers or invite them to present at a future Commission meeting. 
 
Action  
Information 
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Preface
The Transitway Impacts Research Program (TIRP) was launched in 2006 by the Hennepin–University Part-
nership to answer questions about the economic, travel, and community impacts of transitway corridors in 
the Twin Cities metropolitan area. TIRP has grown to include a mix of state, regional, and local jurisdictional 
partners.  

The program creates knowledge and information needed to improve planning and decision making for 
transitway expansion. It also helps educate legislators, agency leaders and staff, and the University re-
search community about current issues, innovations, and trends pertaining to transitways. In addition, the 
program serves as a national model of interjurisdictional collaboration between government and aca-
demia for transitway research, education, and outreach.

TIRP has funded a diverse body of research, including extensive modeling, data analysis, and numerous 
surveys of residents, transit riders, and business owners both within transit corridors and from the broader 
region. This document synthesizes the findings of seven TIRP research projects completed to date. The 
document also incorporates findings from two related research projects conducted by University of Min-
nesota researchers. (See page 16 for a bibliography.) 
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Northstar Commuter Rail = unchanged



SuMMAry
The identity and history of the greater Minneapolis–Saint 
Paul metropolitan area are strongly shaped by transporta-
tion—from water to rail, to streetcars, airports, and high-
ways. In 2004, almost half a century after the region’s street-
car lines were removed, the first new transit line opened in 
the Twin Cities. 

The Blue Line is the initial piece of an expanded network of 
transitways being called for by several organizations. The net-
work will connect Minneapolis and Saint Paul and the many 
suburban jurisdictions that make up the greater Twin Cities 
area—connecting people to jobs, schools, and the other des-
tinations that matter in their lives.

These landmark regional investments have the potential to 
significantly change long-term land-use patterns and travel 
behavior. They also raise important questions for policymak-
ers and elected officials regarding the potential return on 
investment:

•	 How are travel choices and mobility changing in the 
Twin Cities as a result of increased transit service and 
availability? 

Executive Summary

Key findings
Transitway investment is significantly improving access 
to jobs and workers, particularly benefiting low-wage 
earners. The Blue Line made 14,000 additional low-wage jobs 
accessible within a 30-minute transit commute to low-wage 
workers in areas immediately adjacent to transit stations. For 
those with a direct bus connection to LRT, an additional 4,000 
low-wage jobs became accessible. 

Transit improves mobility. Transit ridership is increasing. 
Light rail attracts riders from across the region, including 
those with access to a car. In fact, 62% of light-rail riders have 
other travel choices. Express buses and light rail are used by 
urban and suburban workers of all skill levels.  

Development is occurring along new and emerging transit 
corridors. The Green Line has seen a particularly strong devel-
opment response. Eighteen residential and commercial/retail 
developments worth more than $275 million began construc-
tion or entered the planning stage in 2012. This is in addition 
to the nearly 40 developments worth more than $944 million 
that opened, were under construction, or were in the planning 
stage in 2011 along University Avenue. 

The marketplace values transit access. Prices per building 
square foot have increased near the Blue Line, with highest 
values for those properties located closest to transit stations. 
Average single-family home values in Blue Line station areas 
increased more than $5,000 between 2004 and 2007, control-

•	 What is the connection between transit accessibility and 
economic growth?

•	 How will transit investment influence the housing mar-
ket, development patterns, and land values?

•	 Who benefits from increased transit accessibility?

The Transitway Impacts Research Program (TIRP) was 
launched in 2006 to help answer these questions. Under the 
TIRP umbrella, University of Minnesota researchers provide an 
objective analysis of data, public perceptions, and complex 
impacts resulting from these investments. Their research is 
unique in its breadth, scope, and ability to provide real-time 
analysis of the changes experienced when a region introduces 
high-quality transit service. 

This synthesis pulls together seven years of TIRP research as 
well as findings from two related projects conducted by Uni-
versity of Minnesota researchers. It summarizes the actual and 
projected impacts of transitways on the Twin Cities region, 
offering lessons learned to help guide the build-out of the 
rest of the network most effectively. It concludes with a set of 
implications for policymakers. 
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“Our region is committed 
to building out a strong, 
networked system of transit-
ways, not just for the obvious 
benefits of improving trans-
portation options, but just 
as importantly, to shape the 
way our region grows—aim-
ing for greater sustainability, 
strengthened communities, 
better access to jobs, and eco-
nomic competitiveness. These 
research findings offer criti-
cally important information to 
guide our efforts in meeting 
key regional goals.”  

— Peter McLaughlin, Hennepin 
County Commissioner and Chair of 
the Counties Transit Improvement 
Board

ling for market conditions. The positive effect on commercial 
property values was found to extend to properties located 
almost a mile from a light-rail station.  

People of all incomes benefit from transitway expansion, 
and those with lower incomes gain the most. The expand-
ed network increases job accessibility and opportunity. Low-
income workers see the benefits of transit and are moving 
into transit-accessible neighborhoods.

A majority of residents and businesses see the value in 
transit. Roughly 70% of frequent transit riders along Blue 
Line neighborhoods indicated they have a strongly positive 
transit experience. Throughout the region, even those who 

seldom use transit expressed a positive reaction to transit and 
its potential effects on neighborhoods. Perceptions about the 
impacts of transit vary most by corridor and by race. 

There is pent-up demand for transit-oriented develop-
ment in the Twin Cities metropolitan region. Regulatory 
and cost barriers, combined with the uncertainty of transit ex-
pansion, inhibit developers from responding to this demand.

Policymakers can maximize the benefits of transitway 
investment. Greater benefits are possible the more trans-
portation planning is coordinated with land-use, economic 
development, and housing policies. Strategies should reflect 
differences in public preferences, community character, and 
local housing markets.
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What is a transitway?
The term transitway refers to corridors 
served by fast, reliable, and high-
quality passenger transit service such 
as light rail, commuter rail, and bus 
rapid transit. Transitways serve high-
demand corridors with facility and 
route improvements that may include 
dedicated stations and right-of-way. 
(Definition provided by the Transitway 
Impacts Research Program.)
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VISION
The Twin Cities region has been experiencing a transit renais-
sance in recent years. In 2004 the Metropolitan Council (the 
region’s transit agency and metropolitan planning organiza-
tion with responsibility for long-range transportation plan-
ning) proposed improving existing bus services and develop-
ing a network of dedicated transit corridors. The council’s 2030 
Transportation Policy Plan, adopted in 2010, includes a goal to 
double regional transit ridership from 73 million riders in 2004 
to 145 million riders in 2030. The plan also calls for a network 
of transit corridors, four of which will be operational in 2014. 

Counties and local governments are key partners in realizing 
this transit vision. In 2008 the Minnesota legislature estab-
lished the Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) and 

Setting the Stage for the region’s Transit System

passed a regional 0.25% sales tax estimated to generate $100 
million annually to help build out the regional transit plan.  In 
2012, the Minnesota Transportation Finance Advisory Com-
mittee, established by Governor Mark Dayton, recommended 
a slight increase in this sales tax to significantly expand the 
Twin Cities metropolitan transit system.

The impacts from an increased commitment to transit are al-
ready evident. Ridership numbers and public support for tran-
sit are both on the rise. In 2012, almost 94 million transit rides 
were taken on Metro Transit, contract service, and suburban 
providers.1 In a January 2013 poll, 79% of respondents agreed 
that Minnesota “would benefit from having an expanded and 
improved public transit system.”2

Area foundations, businesses, nonprofits, and other organiza-
tions are also supportive of transitway expansion. The Itasca 
Project, an employer-led civic alliance, released an assessment 
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A changing region 

Population growth and change
•	 Regional population, currently at 2.8 million, is projected to 

reach 5 million by 2050. 
•	 By 2035, almost 75% of households in the Twin Cities region 

will have no children. 
•	 The number of Minnesotans 65 or older will nearly double in 

the next 20 years.
•	 The number of foreign-born immigrants in Minnesota was  

7.3% in 2011, a 27% increase from 2000. 
Congestion 

•	 The average Minneapolis–Saint Paul metro-area driver spends 
34 hours each year in traffic, an eight-fold increase since 1982. 

•	 A 2013 Metropolitan Council report found that households in 
the region make 8.8 trips per day.  

Transportation costs
•	 On average, moderate-income households in the Twin Cities 

spend 26% of their annual income on transportation. 
•	 Only 48% of the region’s neighborhoods are considered af-

fordable when looking at combined housing and transporta-
tion costs using the Housing and Transportation Affordability 
Index.

Data sources:  Immigration Policy Center, Texas Transportation Institute, Met-

ropolitan Council, Center for Neighborhood Transportation, National Housing 

Conference

projecting $6.6 to $10 billion in direct benefits from 
an estimated $4.4 billion investment, with substan-
tially higher return from an accelerated build-out.3

In addition, a number of important macro-trends are 
motivating change in transportation and housing 
preferences both nationally and in the Twin Cities 
region. The population is becoming much more 
diverse and demanding more choices, connectivity, 
and convenience. The growing millennial generation 
(those born from the early 1980s to the early 2000s) 
highly value quality of life when choosing where to 
live and work, and they are driving much less than 
their parents. 

Together, these policies and trends set the stage for 
the build-out of the Twin Cities transit network. TIRP 
research found four major ways in which transitways 
are transforming communities: improving mobility, 
supporting economic growth, spurring development 
and higher land values, and supporting opportunity 
and equity.
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MOBIlITy
Transit ridership is increasing—and so is regional mobility. 
More than a quarter-million rides are taken on transit each day 
in the greater Minneapolis–Saint Paul metropolitan region. 
Of those rides, more than 80% bring people to and from work 
or school.4 Express buses and LRT are used throughout the 
region by urban and suburban workers of all skill levels. 

Transit provides essential service for people unable to drive 
because of their income, physical abilities, or age. Light rail 
also attracts new riders to the transit system, including those 
who have access to a vehicle. In fact, TIRP research found that 
62% of light-rail riders have other travel choices. Riders use 
a variety of modes to connect to LRT—bus, park-and-ride, 
and bicycling or walking are used in almost equal numbers 
to reach stations. As a result, LRT was found to have a much 
broader influence on the regional transportation network 
than local buses and express services do. 

Transitways Improve regional Mobility 

“Transit and highway infrastructure operating as 
one system offer valuable efficiency and ameni-
ties to both citizens and employers. Clearly, this 
level of integrated transportation service makes 
for a choice destination to live and do business.” 

— Charles Zelle, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation

Land use also plays a big part in mobility. Case in point: the 
ridership of the Blue Line, which exceeded projections in 
both the amount and rate of growth. The line connects two 
major employment centers, provides a linkage to the region’s 
international airport, and serves major healthcare, retail, and 
residential destinations. Researchers found that transit use 
increased significantly among residents who were living along 
Hiawatha Avenue prior to LRT construction, both for work 
trips and for non-work trips.5
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Across the region, transit service varies, and people use transit 
at different rates and for different trip purposes. TIRP survey 
results show how people living along existing and proposed 
transitways travel for personal trips such as medical appoint-
ments, shopping, or entertainment. For most people, the car 
is the mode of choice, reflecting the geographic size of the 
region, dispersion of housing and jobs, and lower levels of 
transit provided in many suburban areas. (In Minneapolis, 
however, 18.8% of households do not have a vehicle.) While 
46% of Green Line corridor respondents and 52% of Blue Line 
respondents make personal trips by walking or biking at least 
twice a week, this is the case for only 18% of Red Line and 
15% of Northstar Commuter Rail respondents.6 Northstar is a 
popular choice for special events, however, such as Minnesota 
Twins and Vikings games. 

In looking at all transit trips (including work trips, which make 
up the largest percentage), TIRP researchers uncovered the fol-
lowing Twin Cities characteristics:7 

•	 Local buses carry the greatest percentage of riders who 
do not own a car or cannot drive (52%).

•	 Blue Line riders’ mode choice for reaching stations is a 
rough balance of walking (38 percent), park and ride 
(30 percent), and bus (31 percent). Among the walkers, 
about two-thirds walk more than a quarter mile to reach 
a transit station, with a median of 0.37 mile. 

•	 On average, Blue Line riders live 3.5 miles away from the 
route, whereas riders of parallel local buses live within 
one mile of a bus stop.

•	 One-third of Blue Line riders are reverse commuters.

•	 Half of all Blue Line riders transfer to another mode dur-
ing their trip (primarily bus or auto), enabling rail stations 
to serve as multimodal transit centers. 

•	 Premium express buses are an important mobility op-
tion. They bring suburban workers to downtown jobs 
and have the greatest number of “choice” riders (92%)—
those who can drive but choose to ride transit.

•	 Almost a quarter of residents along the Green and Blue 
Line corridors commute by transit at least twice a week, 
making transit the most important individual non-auto-
motive mode. 
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GrOWTh
Transitways Support Economic Growth 
Job accessibility
For a region to thrive, employees with the right skills need to 
be able to reach appropriate employers in a reasonable time 
and at an affordable cost. The expanded Twin Cities transit 
network is helping to make this happen: Employers now have 
access to a larger labor pool, and workers of all skill levels can 
reach a larger number of jobs. 

The Blue Line, for example, made 14,000 additional low-
wage jobs accessible within a 30-minute transit commute for 
low-wage workers in areas immediately adjacent to transit 
stations. For those with a direct bus connection to LRT, an ad-
ditional 4,000 low-wage jobs became accessible.8

Transit serves the downtowns and urban neighborhoods well, 
but in recent years job growth has largely occurred in subur-
ban areas not currently well-served by transit. TIRP researchers 
found that while 80% of the region’s jobs are located within a 
half mile of a transit station, only 27.4% of jobs located near 
stations have frequent service. Within a 30-minute bus or 

“By locating jobs on or near transitways, busi-
nesses gain a significant competitive advan-
tage in accessing the largest practical labor 
pool possible—an advantage that will only 
grow sharply as competition increases for 
employees due to demographic shifts.”

 — Jay Cowles, Co-Chair, Itasca Project Transportation 
Task Force

train commute, the average metropolitan resident can access 
slightly more than 117,500 jobs. In contrast, more than 1 mil-
lion jobs are accessible within a 30-minute drive.9 

Researchers also found that the current transit system serves 
core industry clusters at different levels. These core industry 
clusters (such as medical equipment manufacturers) drive re-
gional employment, pay higher wages, and have faster wage 
growth, and they vary in size and location. Findings show that 
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few medical manufacturing jobs are reachable by transit, for 
example, while many finance and insurance jobs are located 
along urban transitways. This reflects decisions by some 
employers to locate in suburban areas where land costs are 
generally lower, along with the unique needs of certain types 
of manufacturing for moving goods and services.  

To predict how transitway expansion will improve accessibil-
ity to core industry clusters and all other jobs, researchers 
developed and analyzed several different scenarios.10 They 
found that if the build-out proceeds as planned, areas in the 
center of the metropolitan area—home to many low-income 
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Figure 1: Accessibility by transit to all jobs within 30 minutes of travel in 2010 and 2030 (Fan and Tilahun 2012)

workers—will see even greater job accessibility than today 
(Figure 1). 

Targeting future development inside the I-494/I-694 loop 
would create additional job accessibility beyond these projec-
tions, and locating development along transitways would 
provide even greater benefits. In both cases, the population 
with the greatest need receives the greatest benefits. 

Researchers also found that locating new jobs near transit-
ways produces larger accessibility increases than locating new 
housing near transitways, with the greatest benefits realized 
by balancing both.11
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Figure 2: The business community views transit access as important for attracting in-demand 
employees and improving regional competitiveness (Fan and Guthrie 2013).

regional competitiveness

America’s metropolitan regions are increasingly recognizing 
that transit investments help drive economic competitiveness. 
Cities that offer walkable, vibrant neighborhoods with access 
to transit and other amenities are better able to compete with 
their counterparts across the country and beyond our borders.

The Twin Cities business community also recognizes that 
investing in a world-class regional transit system will help 
ensure long-term regional competitiveness. Transit access is 
viewed as important for attracting highly skilled, in-demand 
employees, particularly the millennials who are beginning to 
succeed baby boomers in the workforce. Interestingly, even 
employers who do not expect many of their own employees 
to use transit see transit improvements as desirable from a 
regional competitiveness perspective.12

The Twin Cities region includes a mix of small, medium, and 
larger employers, and it has more Fortune 500 companies per 
capita than any other region in the nation. TIRP researchers 
studied four regional transitway corridors to get a picture of 
the types of businesses currently located along them.13 Retail 
accounts for a large percentage of the businesses sampled 
(16% to 36%), with notable percentages of food service and 
personal service businesses as well as professional, scientific, 

and technical services. Regardless of the mix, small businesses 
(with 8 to 13 employees) made up the majority of businesses in 
all four corridors’ samples. 

Among these small businesses, a majority believe that custom-
ers currently use or will use transit. Some of the small business-
es are concerned, however, about the loss of revenue during 
transitway construction. Some also wonder if they may be 
“planned out” of transitway areas based on sector, size, or age; 
this is especially true for automobile sales and service business-
es, businesses with smaller sales volumes, and older businesses. 
Suburban small business owners are also more uncertain of 
transit’s impact.

In another study, researchers surveyed senior executives and 
business owners in core industry clusters.14 These business lead-
ers generally see the connections between transit access and 
their bottom line (Figure 2), and they are incorporating transit 
into their marketing, business location, and sales strategies.  

As light rail extends into suburban locations, it will link to some 
of the region’s largest employers. One example is along the pro-
posed Green Line extension, where UnitedHealth Group Inc. is 
building a 70-acre campus for 6,700 employees in Eden Prairie 
near a planned LRT station. 
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DEVElOPMENT
Transitways Spur New Development and higher 
land Values 

Land-use change is often slow, yet since the opening of the 
Blue Line, new construction along transitways has exceeded 
expectations. In fact, the opening of the first light-rail line con-
tributed significantly to a residential building boom in south 
Minneapolis. TIRP research found that 5,400 new housing units 
were completed or under construction by 2005, with permits 
for an additional 7,000 processed by city governments. This 
represents almost twice as much new construction within the 
first year of service as was projected for the next 20 years. In 
total, 67 residential properties were constructed within 300 
feet of the Blue Line between 2004 and 2008.15  

The Green Line along University Avenue, which has a mix of 
land-use types and vacant land, has seen a particularly strong 
development response. Eighteen residential and commercial/
retail developments worth more than $275 million began 
construction or entered the planning stage in 2012. Those 18 
projects will have nearly 2,300 housing units and more than 
109,000 square feet of commercial/retail space. This is in ad-
dition to the nearly 40 developments worth more than $944 

million (with 5,100 housing units and 712,000 square feet) 
that opened, were under construction, or were in the planning 
stage in 2011 along University Avenue.16

Numerous national studies have generally found a price pre-
mium for properties located near rail transit, reflecting their 
perceived accessibility benefits. Along the Blue Line, a TIRP 
research team found a substantial increase in land values near 
the 17 stations, especially those located in Minneapolis.17 

 Among the key findings:

•	 A significant accessibility effect is increasing property 
values for single-family residential properties located 
within station areas west of the Blue Line, with price 
increases extending beyond a half mile.  

•	 Total development resulted in a combined price pre-
mium of $25.2 million for residential properties sold 
after 2004 in the station areas from Cedar Riverside in 
the north to the V.A. Medical Center to the south. When 
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“What I find so compelling is the 
opportunity for this investment to 
help connect a community to the 
broader region. Transit increases a 
neighborhood’s potential for new 
private investment and increased 
access to regional jobs.” 

— Jim McDonough, Commissioner, 
Ramsey County

applying the increase in value to all residential proper-
ties along the Blue Line, the LRT line has produced an 
increase of $47.1 million in residential property value 
between 2004 and 2007.

•	 Properties on the east side of the Blue Line do not 
benefit from proximity to the line. This is likely due to 
the intervening effect of the four-lane Hiawatha Avenue 
and the strip of industrial land use immediately adjacent 
to the highway on the east.  The combination of these 
factors pushes the nearest residential property close to 
200 meters away from the LRT line and its stations. Fur-
thermore, the large industrial structures create a visual 
barrier between the residential properties on the east 
and the Blue Line. 

A companion TIRP study found that commercial and industrial 
properties also saw land value rise along the Blue Line, with 
impacts extending nearly one mile from station areas. After 

the line opened in 2004, prices per building-square-foot in-
creased from $36 to $56, controlling for other factors, with the 
highest rents going to areas closest to stations. Proximity to 
highway ramps and major traffic intersections along Hiawatha 
Avenue did not provide any financial impact for nearby prop-
erties. In 2007, commercial land values within a quarter mile of 
LRT stations increased 38% from 2004, which was roughly 18% 
higher than the change for the larger subregion.18   

Higher land prices are translating into higher market inter-
est. In a TIRP-related study, interviews of developers revealed 
pent-up demand for transit-oriented development.19 Regula-
tory and cost barriers, however, combined with the uncertain-
ty of transit expansion, inhibit the market from responding to 
this demand. Developers said they will sacrifice transit access 
if a site is more expensive or presents more complex regula-
tory hurdles than traditional auto-oriented design. 

9



OPPOrTuNITy
The expanded transitway network increases job accessibility 
(see Figure 3) and broadens access to opportunity for low-
wage workers. TIRP researchers found that low-income work-
ers see the benefits of transit access and have moved into 
neighborhood station areas along the Blue Line and in areas 
surrounding bus stops that offer a light-rail connection.22 

Transitway neighborhoods also reflect the increasingly di-
verse Twin Cities metro population. Significant concentrations 
of racial minority residents live near the northern end of the 
Blue Line and the eastern end of the Green Line. Suburban 
corridors are generally less racially diverse, but suburban 
blocks with high proportions of minorities are becoming 
more common in the northwest metro. In general, minority 
populations use transit more frequently and rely most heavily 
on the bus system—and thus stand to gain from increased 
transit accessibility. 

The increase in property values and construction along the 
Blue and Green Line corridors testifies to the desirability that 
a growing number of households see in living near transit. As 

Transitways Support Opportunity and Equity 

Figure 3: The expanded transitway network increases the average number of low-wage jobs accessible 
within a 30-minute transit trip in the Twin Cities’ transit-served areas (Fan et al. 2010).

One of the questions TIRP sought to answer was this: Who 
benefits from transitway expansion? And specifically, will the 
build-out increase opportunity for low-income residents and 
improve equity? 

The answer is that people of all incomes benefit from tran-
sitway expansion—and those with lower incomes gain the 
most. Low-income residents use transit at considerably 
higher rates than do high-income workers. Researchers 
discovered the current transit system is largely consistent 
with the needs of the population, offering the greatest job 
access to those with the greatest need.20 Areas of weakness, 
however, exist in locations outside the downtowns scattered 
throughout the region, some with major concentrations of 
low-wage jobs and workers.21
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“The true cost of housing must include trans-
portation. Housing and transportation costs 
make up the largest parts of most household 
budgets. By expanding the Twin Cities’ transit 
system and providing affordable housing 
options along it, we can create more eco-
nomic stability for working families.” 

— Susan Haigh, Chair, Metropolitan Council

demand for housing near transit increases, however, concerns 
grow that low-income renters or business owners may be 
priced out. In a TIRP-related study, multiple developers said 
that for affordable housing to be financially feasible, it needs 
to be  “affordable by design” (through increased height and 
density limits and reduced parking ratios) rather than by pub-
lic subsidy.23 Several study participants also said that transit 
access itself—by dramatically reducing household transporta-
tion costs—makes all housing inherently more affordable.

The general public’s perceptions toward transit have also 
changed over the past decade. In their research on neigh-
borhood and social influences of transit corridors, TIRP 
researchers found that overall, the perception of transit-
ways’ impact on neighborhoods is positive. Residents value 
transit investments and think they will give them more 
travel choices throughout the region and support more 
vibrant neighborhoods.24 People with experience using LRT, 
frequent transit users, and transit-dependent riders all have 
overwhelmingly positive attitudes regarding transit-induced 
neighborhood change.
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The extent of positive change that residents and busi-
nesses expect, however, varies widely from corridor to 
corridor, and specific groups have negative perceptions 
of transit-induced change. Differences exist between 
suburban and urban respondents (Figure 4) and across 
racial and ethnic groups. A majority of Asian urban resi-
dents, for example, expect positive future impacts of 
the Green Line, yet 41% expressed negative views, with 
particular concern about transit construction’s potential 
impacts on small businesses. These differences demon-
strate a need for local community-sensitive planning of 
transitways, with an understanding that communities 
can be defined in many ways. 

Figure 4: Residents’ perceptions of transitway impacts vary by corridor  
(Fan and Guthrie 2012).
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IMPlIcATIONS
Policy Implications 

TIRP research sheds light on the broad impacts transitways 
have on communities. It also points out the potential to maxi-
mize benefits to support mobility, economic, quality-of-life, 
and equity goals. Accelerating the transit build-out could yield 
results even sooner.

The following policy implications—derived from the re-
search—are offered to support local policymakers, planners, 
transit providers, and others in their decision making and pri-
ority setting for the continued build-out of the regional transit 
network in the Twin Cities. 

Mixed use means more mobility. A mix of land uses and 
compact development near transit can significantly increase 
mobility options, allowing for more trips to be made by transit, 
walking, or bicycling. Greater accessibility benefits are possible 
the more transportation planning is coordinated with land-
use, economic development, and housing policies.

Employers and workers benefit.  For all workers, and espe-
cially those with low incomes, maintaining and improving the 
entire transit network increases their ability to seize regional 
employment and educational opportunities. Riders will need 
reliable and frequent transit routes, which may mean more 
feeder bus services and park-and-ride facilities. 

Transit promotes regional competitiveness. Companies and 
employees—especially millennials and young professionals 
in high demand—are seeking metro areas with a variety of 
transportation choices. Targeting jobs near transit will create 
the greatest use of the transit system and expand accessibility 
to jobs and workers.  

A changing population is changing development. Popula-
tion growth, demographic change, and market demand are 
creating new interest in transit-oriented design, but policies 
such as minimum parking requirements inhibit the market 
from responding. Local policies that support more compact 
and mixed-use development near transit could allow more 
development to meet this demand. 
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No one size fits all. Development opportunities are uneven 
along transit corridors, which include a mix of established 
neighborhoods, older industrial areas, and downtown cen-
ters. Diverse strategies need to ensure that land-use policies 
and development reflect differences in public preferences, 
community character, and local housing markets. This could 
include new partnerships between local governments and 
community advocates to ensure long-term affordability of 
homes and businesses.

Change is constant. Land-use change is ongoing, and it 
takes time. Each new transitway brings a greater understand-
ing of the potential impacts, both positive and negative, to 
surrounding neighborhoods and the region. The real estate 
market is just beginning to respond to these changes, so the 
impacts on property values, gentrification, and land use are 
still unclear. Policies need to provide flexibility to adapt to 
these changes and market realities, which may differ in urban 
and suburban locations.

Neighborhoods and communities matter. Public support 
for transit is growing, with a majority of residents and business 
owners perceiving its benefits. Important distinctions exist, 
however, across different racial and economic groups and be-
tween urban and suburban residents. Neighborhoods along 
transitways also have differing physical attributes—some 
may have higher densities and sidewalks, for example, while 
others have more trails and open space—which influences 
attitudes toward transit use. Additional investments may thus 
be needed to create more transit-friendly station areas. This 
underscores the need for local and regional governments to 
conduct ongoing, inclusive outreach, planning, and mitigation 
efforts that recognize the unique cultural and ethnic values of 
communities. 

“Companies’ decisions to locate 
within the inner metro are not as 
intuitive as we would love them 
to be. Spatial economic devel-
opment incentives need to be 
looked at in a very strong way.” 

– Matt Kramer, President, Saint Paul 
Chamber of Commerce
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unconventional wisdom
Over the past seven years, TIRP researchers uncovered a 
number of facts that counter previous national studies and 
assumptions regarding transit and transit-oriented develop-
ment. Here are the top eight findings that run counter to 
conventional wisdom:

1. Roughly three-quarters of LRT users walk more than a 
half mile to and from transit. (Planners generally assume 
a half mile is the upper limit.)

2. Both high- and low-income riders benefit from increased 
transit access, with LRT creating greater regional acces-
sibility impacts than express bus service.

3. The Twin Cities has a greater percentage of high-fre-
quency riders than typical systems.

4. Low-income commuters make up the largest percentage 
of transit riders but don’t uniformly support transit. 

5. Accessibility increases associated with LRT extend to bus 
connection areas. 

6. Destinations such as the Mall of America attract riders to 
the Blue Line even though the corridor lacks high densi-
ties or land-use mixes commonly thought necessary to 
create strong ridership numbers.

7. Prioritizing jobs near transit creates bigger accessibility 
benefits than a housing-focused approach.

8. Property value increases extend to almost a mile beyond 
the station area—farther than reported for any other 
system in the country.

15



Bibliography
These reports are available for download on the TIrP website: cts.umn.edu/research/Featured/Transitways

TIRP-funded work
Cao, Xinyu (Jason), and Rachel Jordan (July 2009). Understanding Transporta-

tion Impacts of Transitways: Demographic and Behavioral Differences between 
Transitway Riders and Other Transit Riders. Minneapolis, MN: Center for 
Transportation Studies, CTS Report 09-16.

Cao, Xinyu (Jason), and Jessica Schoner (January 2013). Transportation Impact 
of Transitways: A Case Study of Hiawatha Light Rail Transit in Minneapolis. 
Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transportation Studies, CTS Report 13-13.

Fan, Yingling, Andrew Guthrie, and Rose Teng (June 2010). Impact of Twin 
Cities Transitways on Regional Labor Market Accessibility: A Transportation 
Equity Perspective. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transportation Studies, CTS 
Report 10-06.

Fan, Yingling, and Arthur Huang (May 2011). How Affordable is Transportation? 
A Context Sensitive Framework. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transportation 
Studies, CTS Report 11-12.

Fan, Yingling, and Andrew Guthrie (July 2012). Assessing Neighborhood and 
Social Influences of Transit Corridors. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transporta-
tion Studies, CTS Report 12-19.

Goetz, Edward, G., Aaron Hagar, Hoang Ton, Kate Ko, and Jeff Matson (Febru-
ary 2010). The Hiawatha Line Impacts on Land Use and Residential Housing 
Value. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transportation Studies, CTS Report 
10-09.

Ko, Kate, and Xinyu (Jason) Cao (June 2010). Impacts of the Hiawatha Light Rail 
Line on Commercial and Industrial Property Values in Minneapolis. Minneapo-
lis, MN: Center for Transportation Studies, CTS Report 10-05.

Other work cited
Fan, Yingling, and Andrew Guthrie (May 2013). Achieving System-Level, Transit-

Oriented Jobs-Housing Balance. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transportation 
Studies, CTS Report 13-24. Sponsors: Metropolitan Council as part of the 
Corridors of Opportunity Initiative, through an award from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

Fan, Yingling, and Nebiyou Y. Tilahun (September 2012). Maximizing the 
Benefits of Transitway Investment. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Transporta-
tion Studies, CTS Report 12-16. Sponsors: McKnight Foundation, the Surdna 
Foundation, and the Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota. 

Endnotes
1. Minnesota Department of Transportation (2012). 2012 Transit 

Report—Operating Statistics.
2.  Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, Minneapolis Regional 

Chamber of Commerce, and TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 
(January 2013). “Poll shows strong support for transit funding.”

3.  The Itasca Project (November 2012). Regional Transit System: Return 
on Investment.

4.  Fan, Guthrie, and Teng (June 2010)
5.  Cao and Schoner (January 2013)
6.  Fan and Guthrie (July 2012)
7.  Cao and Jordan (July 2009) 
8.  Fan, Guthrie, and Teng (June 2010)
9.   Fan and Tilahun (September 2012) 
10.  Fan and Tilahun (September 2012) 
11.  Fan and Tilahun (September 2012)
12.  Fan and Guthrie (August 2013) 
13.  Fan and Guthrie (July 2012)
14.  Fan and Guthrie (August 2013)
15.  Goetz et al. (February 2010)
16.  Metropolitan Council (December 20, 2012). “More than $1.2 billion 

in development occurring along Central Corridor.”
17.  Goetz et al. (February 2010)
18.  Ko and Cao (June 2010)
19.  Fan and Guthrie (August 2013)
20.  Fan and Tilahun (September 2012)
21.  Fan and Tilahun (September 2012)
22.  Cao and Schoner (January 2013)
23.  Fan and Guthrie (August 2013)
24.  Fan and Guthrie (July 2012)

Writer: Mariia Zimmerman, MZ Strategies, LLC

Editor: Pamela Snopl, Center for Transportation Studies, University of  
Minnesota

Graphic Designer: Cadie Adhikary, Center for Transportation Studies,  
University of Minnesota

Photography: Metro Transit (pp. iii,  vi, 2, 4, 5, 14), Michelle Miero Riedel (pp.  
1, 8, 9), CTS staff (pp. 3, 11) , Central Corridor Funders Collaborative (pp. v, 12, 
13, 15)

Synthesis Production 

16



The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to 
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation. This publication is 
available in alternative formats upon request.

C Recycled paper with 30% postconsumer waste



Center for Transportation Studies
University of Minnesota
200 Transportation and Safety Building
511 Washington Avenue S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-626-1077
Web: cts.umn.edu
E-mail: cts@umn.edu



 
 

Agenda Item #6a 
 

DATE:  June 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Gateway Corridor Outreach Activities 
 
 
The Gateway project team has been arranging outreach meetings to stakeholders along the corridor.  
These stakeholders range from local community city councils, council districts, business chambers, 
individual businesses, community groups and others.  Included below is a summary of the Commission’s 
outreach activities. 
 
Upcoming Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Woodbury Lion’s Club Presentation – TBD 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – June 30th, 2014 
Orange Line Tour Field Trip – July 25 - 27, 2014 
Make it Happen on E. 7th St. Night Out Business & 
Community Fair 

Event Presence – June 20, 2014 

District 4 Community Council Presentation – June 16th, 2014 
Green Line Opening Booth at Depot/Wanderers – June 14th, 

2014 
 
 
Previous Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – June 3rd, 2014 
Target Station Opening Booth – May 17th, 2014 
National Train Day Booth – May 10th, 2014 
Future of 4th Event Booth – May 8, 2014 
St. Transportation Summit Booth – May 6, 2014 
Woodbury Expo Booth – May 3, 2014 
St. Paul Port Authority Presentation – April 17, 2014 
Corridor Cities and Market Analysis Consultant Meetings - Week of April 14, 2014 
Met Council Transportation Committee Presentation - April 14, 2014 
Globe University – Students Presentations – April 9, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Presentation/Panel – April 8, 2014 
Globe University – Staff Presentation – March 28, 2014 
Gateway Day at the Capitol One-on-ones - March 26, 2014 
DEIS Scoping Open House, Conway Rec Center Open House – March 25, 2014 



 
 

DEIS Scoping Open House, Guardian Angels  Open House – March 24, 2014 
District 1 Community Council Open House Booth – March 22, 2014 
Interagency Scoping Meeting Meeting – March 20, 2014 
River Valley Action Presentation – March 18, 2014 
FHWA Meeting – March 13, 2014 
Landfall HRA Presentation – March 12, 2014 
Environmental Quality Board Meeting – March 12, 2014 
Park and Rides Flyer handout – March 12, 2014 
Legislative Strategy Meeting – February 28, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Meeting – February 25, 2014 
Washington County Board Workshop – February 25, 2014 
Gateway Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast Meeting – February 20, 2014 
Guardian Angels Finance Committee Meeting – February 19, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – February 14, 2014 
Policy Advisory Committee/Commission Meeting – February 13, 2014 
Woodbury Chamber Presentation – February 12, 2014 
FTA Call Call – February 12, 2014 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – February 10, 2014 
D1/D2 Open House Open House – February 6, 2014 
St. Paul Area Chamber Presentation – February 6, 2014 
Harley Davidson Meeting – February 3, 2014 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 29, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – January 3, 2014 
Washington County Administrators  Presentation – January 22, 2014 
St. Paul East Side Groups Meeting – January 21, 2014 
TAC Staff from Woodbury, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo Meeting – January 9, 2014 
FTA Call Call – January 7, 2014 
Driving tour of Corridor w/ Senator Housley  Tour – December 27, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – December 18, 2013 
“Get to Know Woodbury” Realtors event Booth – December 18, 2013 
3M Staff Meeting – December 16, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – December 12, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – December 9, 2013 
FHWA Staff Meeting – December 6, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation Transit Summit – December 5, 2013 
District 2 Community Council  Presentation – November 20, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee  Meeting – November 20, 2013 
FTA Conference Call  Meeting – November 13, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation  Town Hall – November 7, 2013 
MnDOT, Met Council, County leadership Meeting – November 1, 2013 
FTA Tour Tour – November 1, 2013 
St. Paul District 1 Community Council  Presentation – October 28, 2013 
Landfall  Meeting – October 25, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – October 16, 2013 



 
 

Lake Elmo Presentation – October 15, 2013 
MnDOT/Met Council/County Staff   Meeting – October 11, 2013 
East Side Area Business Association Presentation – October 10, 2013 
East Side Partners  Meeting – October 8, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – October 10, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee  Meeting – September 30, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – September 25, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call #2 – September 25, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation – Engage ES Presentation – September 25, 2013 
St. Paul Transportation Committee Meeting – September 22, 2013 
Woodbury staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 
Oakdale staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 
Maplewood staff Meeting – September 11, 2013 
Lake Elmo staff Meeting – September 10, 2013 
3M Meeting – September 4, 2013 
Metro State Meeting – August 29, 2013 
St. Paul staff Meeting – August 29, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – August 26, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – August 21, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call – August 15, 2013 
East Side Groups Update Meeting – August 13, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – August 8, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – August 3, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – July 24, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – July 13, 2013 
Development Forum June 24, 2013 
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability Staff level meeting – June 7, 2013 
Engage East Side Resident Network staff Discussion on CAC – May 31, 2013 

Start of DEIS 
Woodbury Chamber – Eggs and Issues Presentation – April 12, 2013 
District 1 Community Council Booth at open house – March 25, 2013 
Woodbury Lions Club Presentation – March 5, 2013 
Maplewood Lions Club Presentation – January 28, 2013 
Cottage Grove City Council Presentation – January 16, 2013 
Maplewood Planning Commission Presentation – January 15, 2013 
District 4 Community Council Staff Meeting – January 9, 2013 

 
 
Action Requested:          Information 



  Agenda Item 6b 

 
 
DATE:  June 4, 2014 
 
TO:    Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:  Jeff Dehler Public Relations 
 
RE:     Gateway Corridor Communications and Public Relations Update 
 
 
 
Summary of Activities 
The Communications and Public Relations team coordinated a number of strategies to communicate 
with legislators, attended multiple community events to raise project awareness, and planned for 
upcoming community events. 
 
Legislative 
We delivered the Star Tribune guest column by Commissioner Weik and Commissioner Ortega to 
legislators at the Capitol and State Office Building. Staff drafted two action notices, one of which was 
distributed, the other was not distributed as a result of a suspension in legislative rules. Drafted and 
distributed an E-newsletter. 
  
Media and Community Relations 
Finalized guest column by which was provided to and published by the Star Tribune. Drafted and 
distributed news releases on the outcome of the legislative session as well as the presidential 
announcement of Gateway corridor expedited review and permitting. Articles with news release 
content appeared in Star Tribune, Pioneer Press, MPR, Lillie News. 
 
The communications team developed and implemented strategies for Gateway Corridor involvement in 
regional community and transit events. We provided staffing for National Train Day at Union Depot as 
well as the grand opening of Target Field Station. Staff at these events answered questions regarding 
transit and helped raise awareness for the Gateway Corridor. 
 
Ongoing Strategy 
The communications team held a meeting to refine the timeline and upcoming assignments.   
 
Next Steps 
In June, the communications team will support staff and commission members who will attend the 
Green Line grand opening event. We will draft information on the Orange Line trip, begin drafting a 
communications plan, a social media plan, and a business outreach plan.  



 
   

Agenda Item #7 
 

DATE:  June 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: State and Federal Legislative Update  
 
 
State Update 
Minnesota’s 2014 legislative session adjourned sine die on May 16th. Below is a brief summary of the 
transportation items addressed during Minnesota’s 2014 legislative session:   
 
Capital Investment (bonding): A primary focus of the session was the consideration and passage of a 
capital investment bill for public works and infrastructure projects. One of the last major bills to be 
negotiated allowing the session to draw to a close was agreement on an approximately $1 billion public 
infrastructure package comprised of general obligation bonding and cash spending. On the last few days 
of session, the House and Senate passed a bonding bill that included $846 million for general-obligation 
bonding, and a second bill spending $198.7 million from the state’s budget surplus for additional 
projects. A full spreadsheet of projects funded can be found online. Highlights from the bill include: 

• $100 million in housing, the largest investment in history 
• $448 million dedicated to business and economic development projects 
• $22 million to the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System 
• $128 million for roads, bridges and transportation infrastructure 
• $240 million in higher education for MnSCU and the University of Minnesota systems. 

 
A total of $15 million allocated to the Met Council to advance development of transitways. Gateway 
Corridor was named as one of the eligible transitway.  The bonding bill directed the Met Council to 
consult with the Counties Transit Improvement Board and to distribute the resources with the goal of 
achieving regional balance, to the extent possible. 
 
Transportation funding: A wholesale gas tax had been the subject of much discussion in Minnesota at 
the beginning of this session and last. A House proposal would have raised an additional estimated $550 
million each year through a new wholesale gas tax and expanded metro area transit sales tax saying 
there was a great need for additional funding to maintain Minnesota’s aging infrastructure as well as to 
invest in new highway, rail and bus projects. In the end, a transportation-related tax did not advance, 
and legislative leaders said it was due to lack of support from some members of the legislature and the 
business community. 
 
Jeff Dehler from Jeff Dehler PR and John Kaul from Capital Gains will provide a more detailed recap  of 
the legislative session and Gateway related activities at the meeting. 
 
 
 

http://lockridgegrindalnauen.cmail3.com/t/t-l-ykdluut-ydtjdycr-v/


 
   
Federal Update 
 
Below is the Federal Updates prepared by Lockridge, Grindal and Nauen (LGN) for the Counties Transit 
Improvement Board (CTIB). 
 
Weekly Update for Week of May 26th   
  
After the long Memorial Day weekend, the House returned for a short week and debated and passed 
the Fiscal Year 2015 Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations legislation 321-87, as the Senate was in 
recess. Both chambers return next week and are expected to continue their appropriations work. 
  
In this Update:  

House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations Legislation Passed  

Senate Commerce Hearing on Transportation  

Veteran's Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki Resigns  

Key Upcoming Dates  

Special News, Notes and Events  

Minnesota Delegation Notes  

Additional Media  

House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations Legislation Passed 
  
The House worked late into Friday morning to pass the $51.2 billion Commerce-Justice-Science spending 
measure 321-87 after two days of debate. The bill appropriates funds for the Department of Commerce, 
the Department of Justice and federal science programs 
  
The House also adopted a series of amendments which include a substantial funding increase of $78 
million for the National Instant Criminal Background Check system, $6 million in grants to distribute 
firearm safety materials and gun locks, and a $180 million allocation for the Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) program, which is used to hire or retain local police officers. 
  
The bill also includes an amendment proposed by Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) which seeks to block 
the Justice Department from prosecuting medical marijuana users and providers who are abiding by 
state laws in states that have legalized forms of the substance. The Rohrabacher amendment, the 
seventh such amendment voted on in the chamber since 2003, was adopted on a 219-189 vote.  

Senate Commerce Hearing on Transportation 
  
The Senate returns next week and expected to explore and discuss ways the new highway bill will 
proceed. The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee is set to hold a hearing on 
Tuesday, June 3rd, to review the surface transportation reauthorization as well as the safety and 



 
   
effectiveness of rail, truck, bus, hazardous materials, and related research programs. 
  
Authorizers on both the Senate and House panels are in a crunch to pass a highway funding bill before 
the expected July default of the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). If unable to shore up the HTF by this deadline 
the Department of Transportation will have to slow payments to states for road projects, putting their 
completion into jeopardy.  

Veteran's Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki Resigns 
  
After weeks of discussion and controversy surrounding the reports of dysfunction and excessive wait 
times at Veterans Affairs health care facilities, Veteran's Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki submitted his 
resignation to President Obama on Friday. Both House and Senate leadership praised Shinseki for his 
service, but acknowledged that his resignation was a good first step towards addressing the root causes 
of the systemic problems that are plaguing the Veteran's Affairs Health Care centers.  

 
KEY UPCOMING DATES 
  
September 30, 2014 
  
The comprehensive federal budget Congress passed in January of this year will expire on September 
30th, which marks the end of Fiscal Year 2014. 
  
May 30, 2014 
  
Minnesota State Society Forum "Coffee and Conversation" with Congressman Erik Paulsen (MN-3) 
Time: 8:30am 
Location: United States Capitol 
Room: H-122 
  
June 13, 2014 
  
Minnesota State Society Forum "Coffee and Conversation" with Minnesota Delegation Legislative 
Directors 
Time: TBA 
Location: United States Capitol 
Room: TBA 
  
September 12, 2014 
  
Minnesota State Society Forum "Coffee and Conversation" with Minnesota Delegation Chief's of Staff 
Time: TBA 
Location: United States Capitol 
Room: TBA 
  
September 16, 2014 



 
   
  
"Minnesotan's Salute McCollum" 
Reception Honoring Congresswoman Betty McCollum (MN-4) 
Time: 5:30- 7:30 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
  
November 4, 2014 
  
General Election day for all 435 seats in the United States House of Representatives, 33 of the 100 seats 
in the United States Senate, as well as 38 state governorships. 
  
March 15, 2015 
  
While Congress passed legislation to raise the debt ceiling, action must be taken again prior to March 
15, 2015 or the nation once again runs the risk of defaulting on its loans.  

Special News, Notes and Events  
  
The LGN Federal Relations Team Members attended a MN State Society Breakfast with Congressman 
Erik Paulsen to discuss the latest happenings in DC as well as to outline the rest of the legislative 
session.  
 MINNESOTA DELEGATION NOTES: 
  
Senator Amy Klobuchar, (D-MN),attended the opening ceremony for a new fleet of CNG buses at the 
Metro Bus Operations Center's CNG fueling pump in southeast St. Cloud and called it a positive step 
towards national energy independence. Read more here. 
  
Senator Al Franken, (D-MN), concerned with the VA scandal emanating from Arizona, pressed the 
Midwest regional director of the VA to disclose more information regarding the VA's operations in 
Minnesota. Read more here.  
  
Congressman Tim Walz, (D-MN-01),politely called for Veteran Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki to step 
down from his post as more details of the VA scandal have come to light. Read more here. 
  
Congressman John Kline, (R-MN-02), gave special recognition to the Fort Snelling Memorial Rifle Squad 
who participated at the Memorial Day ceremony at Arlington Cemetery. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Erik Paulsen, (R-MN-03), was awarded the "Gold Mouse" by the Congressional 
Management Foundation for his prolific engagement of citizens through social media. Read more here. 
  
Congresswoman Betty McCollum, (D-MN-04), is projected to gain influential posts in two important 
committees, appropriations and defense, during the next Congress. Read more here. 
Congressman Keith Ellison, (D-MN-05), called on President Obama to completely withdraw US forces 
from Afghanistan after the announcement that 9,800 troops will remain after the war's formal ending. 
Read more here.     
Congresswoman Michele Bachmann, (R-MN-06), spent her Memorial Day visiting with US troops 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvx5XKL92lqyWsuKZ0ph1aXENrxtak9Vxs9HoAFLfIgV1trmMrEN8icnnB5wI6-VQBSt1k6x2ut_gcCpRT1_-VsCmre1XzokosC3v8bbladlRU8zAWpHKw5N2uLDFmVQO2_ADI6Vv3WmtudF0ZI0DULq0Ir8SaJbxu8dADPk-HBSN8rh0PvRdUf7tbeR-VZpo8Mvc8zlZhimEJvLzmlvw9zw==&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkv5pAyhaLpXdZ2q7aIi0Xoex-EM1dSVnco1BPPxX7PZDMpoFpljX_Y5SGp4lsSkKpNdoQN2x3OzqtRhNaZZKJEZRDXGbvraeD69MEAmjEetjoIb3tRGmBv2WKYW2RERgPLUSLI7dYCGaLC4_4vfIFwmfQoFPegrjGH&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvOmEccgD4nytwXwG1GMiJaLbJ6Uw9hzoMaXeAP1Xv9u5xtIsvdxq0D7fe0z2qx1btn_o-c70Rl20velZBFf3rviBbONpJmUleMEvd5lZmjJLuzk-qC-SINRhE5W660nvnLEEaMCJ9OMO29q24xItBFpWCv4c6w6IV5oHA3EsRFvCPoKev7sgKc8FfC-ksLGrCXieAGgieA70=&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvaBOdxnLIkQEemzPGLDs1oSiwAzmJpIwmeKonabTNVR34dJsUx8Df8--TFSyKoOvw4N1XxGhhb43LWCQhQFEGH06c65xZyC3zXDJitEepP5QRJ6_l4xXESoayKTUhgKGPb8sZ0W8dQ8XdwDwc1xf81dqvyK9qTUoHIgszH_g8GJQ=&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvYFADPSvpz8QXF7nrXTY4SpZXyao32bOwrb_PEaN2sGkm_6HbfTVP0xMT80uuK11DTrjlI1ON1CLgnBZSIizG6FUdzbc5mgxhmvxpRqZf94UFcYTUc1DS7LYmB_otU2PLGHE3MPs8GLA5hS1Ax0sbL3uLp5lOH8HrH6Nw2hk-hUvFI5GPru5xN3IlNenQndPQIu_oUKnt9E2pbBxitnL7VA97vWiU9mOz&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvV-jOYCxtXZUeS_9xpOG7zBB8VsDte5fV5ZISi2E4wt7LUkp4ziF15V_hVbKF9BfMAVxNWbRlUTRYLQUsyroZ1yfocdLTEU3_KpmJUn3KJUHcuwhN6mW0XrDD9_7QFtIOR32MDOlzsvX_nxr3WOd2nQ==&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvQwZHFTIXPya1ku0C6p-X6u5qMhc-QtGeDmtm5cSWDqVZDPAFUKZkBAin46Sw0uwEpWUqS2pFkWrHNOn9hBqHmXLEDM8keAAPaA0CVpE56C5sfHTFMwGBFbnN4aPf6-UStyljDg3-MDFECBJezNtb5On37Zv-HRjmTfD2SHAjzB71tu4Pfg26-StYp8g_TfIB75vkSW_vPkuBp2PaV14H_BiY3GJm3rb1&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==


 
   
serving in Afghanistan. Read more here. 
Congressman Collin Peterson, (D-MN-07), announced that the Red River Valley would be designated as 
part of a new conservation program that aims to partner the USDA with third party groups to protect 
watersheds. Read more here. 
Congressman Rick Nolan, (D-MN-08), penned an article for the Duluth News Tribune to showcase the 
recently passed Water Resources Reform and Development Act which, he believes, will halt the spread 
of invasive species and promote Great Lakes commerce. Read more here.  
 
 
 
  
Action 
Information 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvySxMcKRoNVPBNSo9wxHA5bYd_7iATjXu4K_xavq28fcSYyya6DZETsFWki4N7ZCPOq-Vpyp5J1RLDzDOI7ARtybZG4_RT4Drpl-ih6PvEGC72aXM2Cb9D5tD-zOgvmVxr6kownLkUVMOgpRwNqLVkn44Ma7aEQzJW7Sai30uHiUyPR7608hbqMD6e6Ef0zoG&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvYz97zqVBryUNMELi2mwSz3yh-Qc8lM656vp5Ax4Gm4DXr1-VLvXmb_L7DHPN22JbjCyMKi0ViuirkOdhzfQjMQjjir7aHuZKOnmErNy9vQ07kBJauqOjP-opLEHitmLcrunOXdppAtb2tFHYyU7XmXAeafGJoMDXyAr0zVdIEIgdomSpPLLgattubi6LRIv0EbY14ZqW5CgmKDIlaD4U_g==&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eaIm6BpR8W5IbW7TrWp3YVv_bqvgWH1oupZp1x-Ur0-_HdMUqbBFUV8EmUJrMzkvUQbriKspMnwzrRT10V96RmzaiESOL07ZTGfpKKC_PPxkTU15kbaLG90Faw7isTZWjigwQdaqbwyj-lyTcHwoMRlaDwQIiZE-LfflGySdUT8Fih3M3l1bI9mbWaofaVP6ztWB2DLkParIjvocREQ-uhRrIhRSRh6xnyemsRr1c-8QrfZgbcIjROJj7H0WRg-_fxPfVbLaWw3e3lvEn31RX-MHdHA1V66H3RhlcQ9Sa1g=&c=aXY9fOdev-7Fq9HC_Qdctqh0TSNKgLWxd9dqPPBrYII3P1XKtyR1dA==&ch=BiiZikFVyzAY25ZeChzscRt7CrczuuShTwsp1WHg03Ee3VFCB8PfsQ==


 
 

Agenda Item #8 
 

DATE:  June 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: DEIS Update  
 
 
Committee Updates 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on May 28th to evaluate the technical data under 
development, including ridership, costs, impacts and overall project competitiveness, for the different 
alignments and modes under consideration.  The next TAC meeting is tentatively scheduled for late June 
were the TAC will be making a recommendation on the scoping decision (what to include for study in the 
DEIS document). 
 
The Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) met on June 4th to review the agency and public comment 
received during the official scoping period and to discuss next steps which included the process for the 
CAC to provide input to help inform the upcoming scoping and LPA decisions.  The CAC also elected a 
new Chair, Paul Sawyer, a St Paul resident.  The previous Chair stepped down after accepting a new job 
that no longer has a focus within the corridor.  The next CAC meeting will be June 30th where input on 
the scoping decision will be sought. 
 
The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) will not be meeting in June but will be meeting monthly July 
through September to make recommendations on the scoping decision and then on the LPA decision. 
 
Dashboard Announcement 
The Gateway Corridor project was recently selected by President Obama to be included in the Federal 
Infrastructure Permits Permitting Dashboard. This is one of eleven projects nationwide added (the only 
project in Minnesota added this cycle) as part of a call for expanded permitting reform government-
wide through modernization and streamlining of the federal review process.  The program includes 
increased oversight and accountability of the federal permitting process to ensure the projects are 
moving forward without delay.  For Gateway, potential efficiencies could include early and active 
coordination between agencies and a concurrent, rather than sequential, permitting process with the 
agencies involved including the Federal Transit Administration, Federal Highway Administration, the 
Federal Aviation Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers   
 
More information about the program may be found at:  http://www.permits.performance.gov/Gateway 
is listed on the ‘Projects’ tab under ‘Upcoming Projects.’  
 
 
 
 

http://www.permits.performance.gov/Gateway


 
 
Schedule / Next Steps 
A schedule of the remaining key milestones in the DEIS process and the LPA process are listed below:    
 
DEIS Process 

• PAC / GCC approves recommendation on scoping decision – July 10, 2014 
• WCRRA action on scoping decision – July 22, 2014 
• DEIS Document Preparation – August 2014 – May 2015 

LPA Process 
• PAC LPA Public Hearing (held prior to PAC action on LPA) – week of August 4, 2014 
• PAC / GCC LPA Discussion / Review of Public Hearing Comments – August 14, 2014 
• PAC / GCC approve LPA decision – September 11, 2014 
• City, WCRRA and RCRRA Approval of LPA decision – September –October 2014 
• Met Council Approval of LPA decision – October 2014 – February 2015 

 
A more detailed schedule is also attached that includes review from all project committees. 
 
Action Requested:  
Information  
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Gateway Corridor Environmental Impact Statement 

PROGRESS REPORT TO THE GATEWAY CORRIDOR COMMISSION –JUNE 2014 

SUBMITTED BY JEANNE WITZIG, KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Key Work Activities/Progress during May and early June 2014 

 Meetings 
• Project management team (PMT) - Held meetings on May 7 and 28.  Meetings focused 

on preparation of supporting documents for upcoming scoping decision 
recommendations by advisory committees in June/July timeframe and preliminary 
findings of the market analysis completed by HR&A.   

• Meeting with United States Army Corps of Engineers – Held meeting with the COE on 
May 15 to discuss their role as a Cooperating Agency, and the decision making steps in 
the NEPA/404 Merger Process.  COE indicated they anticipated issuing concurrence 
points 1 and 2 (Purpose and Need and Alternatives evaluated) by mid-summer 2014.  

• Cultural Resources Meeting – Held meeting on May 22 with Dennis Gimmestad (MnDOT) 
to discuss proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) for cultural resources work. 

• Health Impact Assessment (HIA)-Attended meeting with Washington County regarding 
the approach and logistics of submitting an HIA grant application for Gateway.   

• Downtown Routing Discussion – Held meeting on June 4 to review potential downtown 
St. Paul routing options during peak and off peak hours.       
 

 Technical Advisory Committee 
Participated in TAC meeting held on May 21 and prepared meeting summary.  
Discussion focused on reviewing preliminary ridership and capital cost estimates, 
refinements to the alignments east of I-694 (Alignment options D and E specifically), and 
preliminary findings from the market analysis work completed by HR&A.   

 Policy Advisory Committee –  
• Participated in May 8 PAC meeting and prepared meeting summary.  The meeting 

focused on providing an overview of comments received during scoping, how they will 
be addressed, and general timeframe.  Refinements to the proposed 
alignment/alternatives were also reviewed (focus on Alignments D and E).   
 

 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
• The CAC met on June 3, 2014.  Meeting focused on review of scoping comments, 

updates to the proposed alignments/alternatives per scoping comments/discussion, 
preliminary ridership and capital cost estimates, and overview of FTA New Starts 
preliminary ratings.   
 

 Other Project Activities 
• Finalized Managed Lane Technical Memorandum (May 6, 2014) for distribution to FTA 

for review prior to submittal/discussion with FHWA.  Prepared cost estimate template 
and initiated work on scoping level capital cost estimates.  
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• Finalized Scoping Comment Summary document(May 12, 2014).   
• Based on local interview conducted and market analysis prepared first draft of 

Preliminary Market Analysis memo (HR&A).    
• Prepared working draft of Scoping Decision Document, including responses to 

comments.   
• Developed potential Segment E alignment options for discussion at PMT, TAC, CAC and 

PAC meetings.   
• Completed preliminary ridership forecasts for review and discussion at PMT and 

committees.   
• Prepared working draft of preliminary New Starts Evaluation and Ratings under MAP-21 

for discussion at PMT and advisory committees.  Evaluation focused on cost and 
ridership for each of the proposed alternatives. 

• Initiated preparation of Annotated Outline document.   
• Follow up with participating and cooperating agencies regarding status and updates to 

the DRAFT Coordination Plan.     
• Continued to work with Orange Line representatives and prepare Advance package for 

upcoming trip in June 2014.   
• Updated project schedule, with focus on FTA review times, and upcoming Advisory 

Committee and local agency recommendations/actions.   
• Prepared draft nomination submittal for Minnesota APA award.   
• Weekly coordination with KHA/SRF project team and Washington County.   
• Preparation for upcoming FTA coordination meeting scheduled for June 20, 2014.   

Upcoming Activities 

 Prepare for upcoming TAC, CAC, PAC/GCC meetings which will focus on the Scoping Decision 
recommendations. Prepare required background materials for agency recommendations.    

 Prepare required background materials for WCRRA resolution on Scoping Decision.   
 Finalize Scoping Decision Document based on WCRRA resolution.  
 Finalize participating and cooperating agencies and updated Coordination Plan.    
 Hold coordination meeting with FHWA, FTA, MnDOT, Ramsey and Washington County following 

FTA’s review of Managed Lanes Tech Memo 
 Continue to advance and refine concept alignments/typical sections.   
 Continue to advance data collection in preparation of Draft EIS technical analysis  
 Continue to participate in advance planning/document preparation for upcoming Orange Line 

trip.  Participate in tour/meetings in LA from June 25-27, 2014.   
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Scoping Decision and Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) 
Activities/Decisions 

06.06.2014 
FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 

TAC Activities 
April 23 – Scoping Comment Summary 
May 21 – Review Preliminary Capital Cost Estimates/Ridership Forecasts/New Starts Evaluation 
June 18 – Scoping Decision Recommendation/Discussion on Upcoming LPA Process  
July 16 – LPA Recommendation  

CAC Activities 
June 3 – Review Scoping Comments, Preliminary Capital Cost Estimates/Ridership 
Forecasts/New Starts Evaluation  
June 30 – Scoping Decision Recommendation 
August – Input on LPA 

PAC Activities 
May 8 – Scoping Comment Summary 
July 10 – Scoping Decision Resolution/Recommendation to GCC/Discussion on Upcoming LPA 

Process  
Week of August 4 – LPA Public Hearing (note:  PAC public hearing is held PRIOR to PAC action 

on the LPA) 
August 14 – LPA Discussion/Review of Public Hearing Comments and Updated Project 

Information 
September 11 – LPA Resolution/Recommendation to GCC 

Gateway Corridor Commission Activities 
July 10 – Scoping Decision Resolution/Recommendation to WCRRA  
September 11 – LPA Resolution/Recommendation to WCRRA/RCRRA  

City Activities 
City actions on the LPA through resolutions of support will follow the PAC/GCC actions on the 
LPA, scheduled for September 11. Resolutions developed for the PAC and GCC are assumed to be 
used as the foundation for the City Resolutions of Support. Schedule assumes that the LPA item 
for each of the cities will require review by the city planning commission and respective City 
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Councils. Resolutions of support should be received prior to WCRRA and RCRRA taking action on 
the LPA.  
April 16 – Scoping Comment Deadline 
September 15-October 15 – Gateway Corridor Cities Resolutions on LPA  

WCRRA Activities  
July 22 – Scoping Decision Resolution 
September 30 – WCRRA Public Hearing on LPA  
October 21 – LPA Resolution to Metropolitan Council (assumes cities have passed resolutions 

of support) 

RCRRA Activities 
September 30 – RCRRA Public Hearing on LPA  
October 21 – LPA Resolution to Metropolitan Council (assumes cities have passed resolutions 

of support) 

Metropolitan Council Activities 
October 2014 – February 2015  
 
 



 
 

Agenda Item #9 
 

DATE:  June 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Other Items  
 
 
Items 8a. Meeting Dates Summary 
Included below is a summary of the upcoming Commission and DEIS Study meetings. 
 

Month Meeting Date Planned Start Time 
July  PAC   July 10 2:00 PM 
July Gateway Corridor Commission July 10  3:30 PM 
August  PAC  Hearing on LPA (tentative) First week of 

August 
Evening 

August PAC August 14 2:00 PM 
August Gateway Corridor Commission August 14 3:30 PM 
September PAC September 11 2:00 PM 
September Gateway Corridor Commission September 11 3:30 PM 

 
Item 8b. Website and Social Media Updates 
 
Facebook 
The Gateway Corridor Facebook page was launched on Monday, February 20, 2012.  The page currently 
has 420 ‘Likes’.   There have not been any instances where comments have had to be removed during 
this reporting period. 
 
YouTube 
The four YouTube videos of the various alignments are still posted.  The “views” of these videos ranges 
from 190-922.  
 
Website 
For the month of February, there were 1,025 visits to the website. The website is averaging 751 visits 
per month in the last month.  Attached is a summary of the visits per month for 2013 and 2014. 
 
 
Item 8c. Media Articles 
Attached are media articles about the Gateway Corridor from the last month.  
 
 
Action Requested: Information. 
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A potential bus rapid transit or light rail line between downtown St. Paul and Woodbury would stop at the 3M Co. hea
at McKnight Road off Interstate 94 in Maplewood. The transit project may clear federal review hurdles faster as p

President Barack Obama’s goals for efficiency in federal oversight of infrastructure projects. (Staff photo: Bill Kl

Feds aim for efficiency in Gateway Corridor reviews
By: Cali Owings May 20, 2014  4:57 pm  0  

Reducing federal red tape could shepherd the east metro’s Gateway Corridor transitway through the federa
and permitting process earlier than anticipated.

The proposed 12-mile bus rapid transit or light rail line between downtown St. Paul and Woodbury is amon
projects tapped by the Obama administration to be part of a program to increase coordination among the f
agencies that oversee major infrastructure projects.

The estimated $400 million to $920 million line would connect riders to major east metro employers like th
in Maplewood, Imation in Oakdale and Securian Financial in downtown St. Paul. About 61,500 jobs are proj
be added along the corridor by 2030.

The Gateway Corridor was added to the Federal Infrastructure Projects Permitting Dashboard last week wit
to accelerate projects and make permitting more efficient. Projects in the dashboard program have an assig

Page 1 of 5Feds aim for efficiency in Gateway Corridor reviews | Finance & Commerce

5/21/2014http://finance-commerce.com/2014/05/feds-aim-for-efficiency-in-gateway-corridor-reviews/



agency, a coordinated plan for all federal agencies involved and a public tracking process to increase transp
and make sure milestones are met.

The Federal Transit Administration nominated Gateway for the dashboard program because it’s in the early
environmental review stages and could benefit from a more efficient process, according to the FTA. Inclusi
dashboard, however, doesn’t guarantee federal funding associated with each project.

With all the different reviews, agencies and permits involved in large infrastructure projects, issues at the f
level can hold up local projects, said Andy Gitzlaff, Metro Transit’s project manager for Gateway. With the 
dashboard, it will be easier to see the schedule for the project, the target dates for permit approvals and h
the federal agencies are keeping pace with it.

“Gateway is one of a select group of projects that are going to be under greater accountability at the feder
Gitzlaff said.

Planners are currently working on the draft environmental impact study for Gateway, and the Gateway Cor
Commission is in the process of identifying a locally preferred alternative between the LRT and BRT options
targeted 2022 for the line’s opening, but Gitzlaff said there’s potential to open it earlier with improved fede
efficiency.

Under directives from the Obama administration, federal agencies have expedited the review and permittin
for more than 50 infrastructure projects over the past three years. In some cases, greater accountability at
federal level has shaved years off a project timeline — like the permitting and review for the Tappan Zee B
over the Hudson River in New York. Federal agencies completed the process for the Tappan Zee Bridge in o
a-half years rather than the estimated three to five years.

At the least, being a part of the federal dashboard could help avoid delays to the schedule and enable loca
and the public to hold federal agencies accountable for permit reviews that are taking too long, Gitzlaff said

The metro region’s Southwest Light Rail Transit project was added to the dashboard in 2012. Its project st
listed as “in progress.” Anticipated completion of federal review and permitting of the project is Dec. 15, 20
two of the 20 active projects on the federal dashboard are identified as delayed.

For Gateway, potential efficiencies could include early and active coordination between agencies and a con
rather than sequential, permitting process with the agencies involved including the Federal Highway Admin
the Federal Aviation Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engin
according to the FTA.

The 11 additions to the permitting dashboard are part of a larger plan that the administration released last
Wednesday to change the process government-wide. It calls for “synchronized, simultaneous reviews” rath
each agency conducting separate, consecutive analyses, the use of established best practices for efficiency
eventually, for all major infrastructure projects to be included on the permitting dashboard.
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White House gives Gateway Corridor permitting fast-track status
By Frederick Melo fmelo@pioneerpress.com TwinCities.com-Pioneer Press
Posted:Thu May 22 05:45:26 MDT 2014 TwinCities.com

The White House has included the Gateway Corridor -- a proposed transit link from the Union Depot in
downtown St. Paul to Woodbury along Interstate 94 -- in a list of 11 new transportation projects across the
country on the fast track for federal permitting.

"We can thank Congresswoman Betty McCollum for that," said Ramsey County Commissioner Rafael
Ortega, vice chair of the Gateway Corridor Commission.

The project could use light-rail trains or rapid-transit buses, officials say.

In 2012, 50 projects were put on the "Federal Infrastructure Projects Permitting Dashboard," including the
extension of the Green Line -- Metro Transit's proposed Southwest Corridor light-rail transit project in
Hennepin County.

While the Southwest line from Minneapolis to Eden Prairie remains bogged down in discussions, 30 of the
50 fast-track projects are now complete.

The White House's recent decision also effectively moves the Gateway Corridor ahead of a proposed
west metro project, the Bottineau Transitway, which would connect Minneapolis to the northwest suburbs.

The Gateway Corridor Commission completed a two-year analysis of the east metro route in 2013. A draft
environmental impact study, which is expected to be completed in 2015, will determine whether the
proposal will call for light rail or bus rapid transit.

The system, which could cost $400 million to $920 million to construct, could be ready to transport
passengers by 2022.

In the bonding bill crafted by state lawmakers and signed by Gov. Mark Dayton this week, the
Metropolitan Council can use $15 million for 10 proposed "transitway corridors" and two transit stations.
Corridors include East Seventh Street, I-94/Gateway, Red Rock, Riverview, Robert Street, Rush Line and
Snelling Avenue Bus Rapid Transit.

The Green Line, previously known as the Central Corridor, is scheduled to begin running June 14. The
$957 million light-rail line links the downtowns of Minneapolis and St. Paul and has taken four years to
build.

Bill Salisbury contributed to this report.

Frederick Melo can be reached at 651-228-2172. Follow him at .twitter.com/FrederickMelo
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Between St. Paul and Woodbury, a gateway: Pioneer Press editorial
Pioneer Press TwinCities.com-Pioneer Press
Posted:Mon May 26 23:01:00 MDT 2014 TwinCities.com

Last week was a good one in the push for east-metro equity in the region's transit development.

The White House put the Gateway Corridor, running east from downtown St. Paul, on a list of 11 new
transportation projects across the country that are on the fast track for federal permitting.

Significantly, the decision also effectively moves the corridor -- from the Union Depot to Woodbury along
Interstate 94 -- ahead of a proposed west metro project, the Bottineau Transitway, which would connect
Minneapolis to the northwest suburbs, the Pioneer Press' Frederick Melo reported.

"To have the White House endorse our project is huge for the county and the east metro," said Lisa Weik,
a Washington County commissioner and Gateway Corridor Commission chair.

She noted President Obama's February visit to the Union Depot, now a multi-modal transit hub after a
$243 million taxpayer-paid restoration. "I think we see that the Twin Cities are definitely on his radar."

The next significant milestone will be to choose the route, or "alignment," and the mode of transit, likely by
this fall, she told us.

The system, which would cost $400 million for bus rapid-transit or more than $900 million for light rail,
could be ready to transport passengers by 2022.

Data now are "strongly pointing to bus rapid-transit in a dedicated guideway," said Weik, who describes "a
bi-directional guideway with stations in the middle, exactly like what's on University Avenue for Green Line
light rail."

Such a system, the first of its kind in the metro area, emulates light rail, "but instead of a train on a track
with overhead wires, it's a bus that is more flexible," she said.

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum, whose Fourth District includes the area east from St. Paul to the St. Croix,
"was instrumental in getting it on that list," Matt Kramer, president of the St. Paul Area Chamber of
Commerce, told us.

"The Gateway Corridor is fundamental to the development of a balanced 21st century transit system that
serves our entire Twin Cities region," McCollum said in a statement. "We have heard loud and clear from
Minnesota's business community that investing in a transportation system for the 21st century is not a
luxury, it is a necessity to keep the Twin Cities region -- east and west metro -- competitive."

The corridor also is reflective of a change in the way we think about transit, Kramer told us. It's a shift from
a one-way approach -- for example, people from Woodbury commuting to work in downtown St. Paul or
elsewhere.

Development along the corridor also makes transit available for a "reverse commute" -- one that opens
good-paying jobs with benefits at Washington County employers to residents of Ramsey County, including

http://www.twincities.com/opinion/ci_25845120/between-st-paul-and-woodbury-gateway-pioneer-press#
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low-income people for whom such jobs weren't previously an option, Kramer said. "Now, for the first time,
you don't need a car" to get to work.

When the commute goes both ways, he said, what it does for the business community is to increase the
people available to work at any given company.

As the work on the development proceeds, Weik said, "We see the issues and challenges for the
Southwest Corridor," the proposed extension of the Green Line to Eden Prairie, seemingly mired in
long-running disputes.

Such challenges are among "lessons learned from all of the other projects that have gone before us,"
Weik told us.

They're lessons worth heeding, but among the most important is a focus on "jobs, jobs, jobs" to assure the
best-possible return on the significant public investment required.
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Gateway Corridor could benefit from Southwest Corridor delay
By Elizabeth Mohr emohr@pioneerpress.com TwinCities.com-Pioneer Press
Posted:Tue May 20 23:01:00 MDT 2014 TwinCities.com

Because plans for Southwest Light Rail between Minneapolis and Eden Prairie have fallen behind
schedule, there is untouched transit money that could find a new home.

Washington County officials are cautiously hopeful that some of those funds could be redirected to the
Gateway Corridor project and possibly accelerate the building of lanes for bus rapid transit.

The issue is expected to be debated at a Counties Transit Improvement Board, or CTIB, meeting on
Wednesday.

"The battleground begins tomorrow," said Washington County's transportation planning manager, Jan
Lucke, during a board workshop Tuesday.

Lucke said CTIB members are reluctant to sit on the reserve funds, which come from a transit sales tax
collected in the five member counties, and are exploring spreading them out among other projects.

She said the CTIB members will discuss several options, including a plan that might mean up to 80
percent funding for gateway bus rapid transit, bypassing federal aid and accelerating the project.

Washington County commissioner Lisa Weik said the prospect of more funds is exciting, but cautioned the
state has tapped into excess CTIB funds before and could do it again.

"Past behavior is a great predictor of future performance," Weik said. "I think we need to go in tomorrow
full-court press. We need to go in strong. We need to think about who stands to gain and who stands to
lose and be savvy about it. But I'm very excited about this."

The gateway corridor is a transitway that extends from the Union Depot in downtown St. Paul through
Washington County, roughly along Interstate 94.

An analysis identified bus rapid transit and light rail as viable options.

http://www.twincities.com/localnews/ci_25801164/gateway-corridor-could-benefit-from-southwest-corridor-delay#
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Review and permitting processes to speed up

President Barack Obama has fast-tracked the review and permitting process of the Gateway Corridor
Project, along with 10 others nationwide that he saw as necessary to “cutting bureaucratic red tape that
stalls good projects from breaking ground.”
“We’re launching a new national permitting center to implement these reforms.  We are aiming to put every
major infrastructure project on a public dashboard so everybody can go online; track our progress; hold us
accountable; make sure things are coming in on time, on budget; make sure your taxpayer money is being
used well,” Obama said during a May 14 speech in New York, discussing the 11 projects.

The process will expedite the review and permitting process, with hopes to get the construction process
moving faster than expected.

Gateway Corridor public transit line is in the planning stages and would run between Union Depot in St.
Paul and and Woodbury adjacent to Interstate 94 and Hudson Road. The service would likely go throughout
the day and evening, with stops at 11 stations on the East Side, southern Maplewood, Oakdale and
Woodbury. This would also include connections to the growing regional transit system. Light rail transit or
bus rapid transit is being considered.

Metropolitan Council planners were hoping to start the Gateway Corridor construction process in 2018,
with completion in 2022. It’s unclear at this point how the president’s fast-track directive would speed up
the process.

—Tim Faklis
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An economic turnaround that brightened the state’s financial outlook 
during the just-completed legislative session will have a trickle-down 
effect on Washington County, which will receive millions of dollars in 
funding for an array of projects.

The Gateway Corridor transit project was one of the biggest winners 
to emerge from a legislative debate that resulted in an $846 million 
bonding bill. Another $200 million in cash will also be used for 
projects statewide.

Gateway Corridor, which would run along Interstate 94 from St. Paul’s 
Union Depot to Manning Avenue in Woodbury, was included in the list 
of projects eligible for $15 million in bonding money allocated to the 
Metropolitan Council for developing transitways. The bill directs the 
Met Council to consult with the Counties Transit Improvement Board 
and to distribute the money fairly across the Twin Cities region.

East metro leaders have complained often that their region is 
relegated to the back of the line when it comes to allocating funds. 
Bonding requests for the Gateway Corridor of $1 million were sought 
in both 2012 and 2013, but were not awarded.

Inclusion of the project in the bonding bill came on the heels of 
President Obama’s announcement at a speech in New York that the 
Gateway Corridor project is one of 11 nationwide to be put on a fast 
track for development. “We’re cutting bureaucratic red tape that stalls 
good projects from breaking ground,” the president said.

Washington County Commissioner Lisa Weik, chairwoman of the 
Gateway Corridor Commission, was pleased. “When I think of all of 
the other projects in the queue hoping for federal funds, I’m so 
grateful to have Gateway in this group,” she said. The project, either 
bus-rapid transit or a light-rail line, is targeted to open in 2022.

Several other projects in the county will benefit from bond funding. 
They include:

• $3.5 million to Lake Elmo to help pay for a 2½-mile extension of the 
water main, a water tower and other work for two new housing 
developments.

• $2 million for renovations at Century College in White Bear Lake to 
improve workforce training, including lab and classroom upgrades.

• $1.6 million for completing a small but crucial gap between current 
and future trail systems linking Washington and Dakota counties. The 
money is needed to complete a 1,200-foot gap that crosses railroad 
tracks, posing safety problems because of its proximity to Hwy. 61. 
The trail would link the Point Douglas Regional Trail now being 
developed with the St. Croix Scenic Riverway and the Mississippi 
National River and Recreation Area.

• $1.46 million to help pay for the Health and Emergency Response 
Occupations (HERO) Center in Cottage Grove, a joint project with 
Inver Hills Community College and, possibly, other communities.

Article by: JIM ANDERSON , Star Tribune Updated: May 31, 2014 - 2:00 PM

Emerging as a big winner, Gateway Corridor is eligible for bonding bill money.
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• $500,000 to continue development of the Gateway State Trail from 
Pine Point County Park to William O’Brien State Park.

• $150,000 to help pay for a boardwalk and trails at the Oakdale 
Nature Preserve. The project would provide handicapped accessibility 
to a viewing dock on Mud Lake.

The county also received a $1.25 million grant from the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources. The money will be 
used to help purchase 15 acres of land known as the Aiple property 
north of Stillwater and along the St. Croix River to create a city park. 
The county is still negotiating the sale.

A bill giving Bayport four acres owned by the state near the Stillwater 
prison to use for a new fire station also passed. The land, once part of 
a prison farm, is no longer needed by the state Department of 
Corrections.

Some bills directly affecting Washington County did not get passed.

For a second time, an effort to give the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources oversight authority on local zoning decisions for 
land along the lower St. Croix River — authority it had exercised for 
more than 30 years before a 2010 state Supreme Court ruling — died 
in committee.

And a bill that would have allowed Washington County to designate 
“border city development zones,” part of the County Board’s renewed 
focus on economic development and job creation, also did not get out 
of committee. Under the bill, the County Board would have been 
allowed to designate all or part of a community as a border city 
development zone, and the state would fund tax incentives and other 
perks to attract potential businesses in areas near neighboring states. 
The county may try again to get the plan passed, said Kevin Corbid, 
assistant county administrator.

Hugo’s request for $3 million to fund a stormwater reuse project also 
fell by the wayside. The project was expected to save the city 54 
million gallons of water annually. Given the concern with water issues 
in the northeast metro, Bryan Bear, Hugo’s city administrator, said the 
decision was particularly disappointing.

“These are exactly the kinds of things the state is asking us to do,” he 
said, referring to efforts by cities to shift from groundwater to surface 
water. The city might look to other funding sources. “It remains the 
philosophy of our City Council to be responsible with our resources, 
and to minimize our impact on the aquifer.”

Jim Anderson • 651-925-5039
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The '57 Chevy was still a year away when the launch of the interstate 
highway system kicked U.S. car culture into high gear. But six 
decades later, changing habits and attitudes suggest America's 
romance with the road may be fading.

After rising almost continuously since World War II, driving by U.S. 
households has declined nearly 10 percent since 2004, with a start 
before the Great Recession suggesting economics is not the only 
cause. "There's something more fundamental going on," says Michael 
Sivak of the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute.

The average American household now owns fewer than two cars, 
returning to the levels of the early 1990s.

More teens and 20-somethings are waiting to get a license. Less than 
70 percent of 19-year-olds now have one, down from 87 percent two 
decades ago.

"I wonder if they've decided that there's another, better way to be free 
and to be mobile," says Cotten Seiler, author of "Republic of Drivers: 
A Cultural History of Automobility in America."

Those changes — whether its car trips replaced by shopping online 
or traffic jams that have turned drives into a chore — pose 
complicated questions and choices.

TRYING ALTERNATIVES: Each day, about 3,500 people bike the 
Midtown Greenway, a freight rail bed converted to cycle highway in 
Minneapolis, where two-wheel commuting has doubled since 2000. 

Article by: ADAM GELLER , Associated Press Updated: May 31, 2014 - 2:02 PM
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It's still a small percentage, but more residents are testing the idea of 
leaving cars behind.

A second light rail line opens in June. Street corners sprout racks of 
blue-and-green shared bikes. About 45 percent of those who work 
downtown commute by means other than a car, mostly by express 
bus. That syncs with figures showing Americans took a record 10.7 
billion trips on mass transit last year, up 37 percent since 1995.

"There's a lot of people who want the less-driving lifestyle, definitely," 
says Sam Newberg, an urban planning consultant and transportation 
blogger.

They include Kimani Beard, 40, who used to drive for a package 
express company. Now he's a graphic and apparel designer who 
walks or bikes to a coffee shop a few days a week, with its Wi-Fi 
providing an instant office.

"I don't want to drive anywhere," he says. "I've spent my time behind 
the wheel, but I think I've done enough."

Meanwhile, some are rethinking the paradigm of vehicle ownership.

In the suburbs just north of Chicago, Eugene Dunn and Justin Sakofs 
live four miles apart, but met only because Dunn's 2005 Pontiac 
broke down.

Dunn, 43 and a math tutor, takes a train to work. But getting to his 
second job, refereeing youth basketball on weekends, required a car 
he didn't have.

Luckily, Sakofs, the director of a Jewish day school, had a Nissan he 
didn't need from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday, when his 
Sabbath observance precludes driving. They found each other 
through RelayRides, whose app pairs individual car owners with 
neighbors looking to rent.

"Right now, I just need (a car) to get back and forth and make 
money," Dunn said.

TESTING THE BONDS: Car culture is about an emotional attachment 
that can be hard to measure.

A good place to start is Carlson's Drive-In in Michigan City, Indiana, 
where a car hop arrives at the window before you turn off the ignition.
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FILE - In this April 14, 2014 
file photo, commuters wait for 
an New Jersey Transit train to 
New York, in Trenton, N.J. 
Americans took a record 10.7 
billion trips on mass transit last 
year, up 37 percent since 
1995, far outpacing population 
growth. (AP Photo/Mel Evans, 
File)
Mel Evans, ASSOCIATED 
PRESS - AP

more from business

Midwest economic index 
inches up again

Stocks slip after US 
manufacturing slows

Idaho luxury home items 
center of legal battle

comments resize text print buy reprints11 85 Tweet 2Share

Page 2 of 3Shifting into neutral: Americans and their fading romance with the open road | Star Tribune

6/2/2014http://www.startribune.com/business/261375051.html?fdsfd&utm_content=buffer603ed&ut...



Download our summer 
e-book thriller, ‘Savage 
Minnesota’!

Soundcheck: 
Minnesota musicians 
up close

getaways, design and 
more

Beer me, Minnesota: 
Find the brew that's 
right for you

News Local Sports Business Politics Opinion Lifestyle Entertainment Obituaries Classifieds Autos Housing Jobs

425 Portland Av. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55488

(612) 673-4000

Company

About the StarTribune
Advertising
Directory + Contacts
Jobs at the StarTribune
Newspaper in 
Education
Vita.mn: Entertainment
Business Listings

Subscriber Services

Newspaper Subscriptions
Digital Access
Today’s Paper
Vacation Holds/Billing
Newsletters

Website

Terms of Use
Privacy Policy
Ad Choices
Site Index

Buy Ads

Online Ads
Newspaper Ads
Classifieds

Store

Article Archives
Back copies
Commercial Reprints
Permissions

Connect with Us

Contact Us
Send a press release

Become a Fan

Follow Us

RSS

© 2014 StarTribune. All rights reserved. StarTribune.com is powered by Limelight Networks

Search the Star Tribu

Newspaper Subscriptions eEdition RSS Newsletters

Page 3 of 3Shifting into neutral: Americans and their fading romance with the open road | Star Tribune

6/2/2014http://www.startribune.com/business/261375051.html?fdsfd&utm_content=buffer603ed&ut...


	Agenda_6-12-14
	Agenda
	Gateway Corridor Commission


	5-08-14 Gateway Minutes
	Item2b Checks and Claims
	Item 3 HIA
	Letter_GCC
	Item 4 Transit Tour Update
	Item 5 TIRP
	TIRP_synthesis[1]
	Item 6a Outreach Activities
	6b 140604 May-Report
	Item 7  State and Federal Update
	Item 8 DEIS
	Commission Update # 11 June 2014
	Gateway Corridor Environmental Impact Statement
	Progress Report to the Gateway Corridor Commission –June 2014
	Submitted by Jeanne Witzig, Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
	Key Work Activities/Progress during May and early June 2014
	Upcoming Activities


	SCOPING DECISION AND LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES 06062014
	Scoping Decision and Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) Activities/Decisions
	TAC Activities
	CAC Activities
	PAC Activities
	Gateway Corridor Commission Activities
	City Activities
	WCRRA Activities
	RCRRA Activities
	Metropolitan Council Activities


	Item 9 Other
	Analytics www.thegatewaycorridor.com Audience Overview 20140501-20140531
	Gateway Website Visits Summary
	feds-aim-for-efficiency-in-Gateway-Corridor-
	hia article
	White_House_gives_Gateway_Corridor_permitting_fast-track_status
	Between_St_Paul_and_Woodbury_a_gateway_Pioneer_Press_editorial
	Gateway_Corridor_could_benefit_from_Southwest_Corridor_delay
	Obama fast-tracks Gateway Corridor project
	Legislature helps Gateway Corridor
	Shifting Into Neutral

