
 

For questions regarding this material, please contact Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County at (651) 430-4338 or at 
andy.gitzlaff@co.washington.mn.us.  

 

Agenda 
Gateway Corridor Commission 
April 10, 2014 - 3:30 PM 
 
 

 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room 

8301 Valley Creek Road  
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Note: There will be a DEIS Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting proceeding the Commission Meeting 
at 2:00 pm in the same location.   
 
Item        Presenter   Action Requested 
 
1. Introductions          Information 
 
2. Consent Items*         Approval 

a. Summary of March 13, 2014 Meeting 
b. Checks and Claims 

  
3. Transit Tour Update*      Washington County  Discussion 
 
4. Communications Update*    Washington County  Information  

a. Outreach Activities        
b.    Public Relations Activities 
c. Legislative Support Strategy   
        

5. Legislative Update*     Ramsey County  Information 
 
6. Red Rock Corridor Update*    Washington County  Information 
 
7. DEIS Study Update*     Washington County  Information 
 
8. Other*       Washington County  Information 

b. Meeting Dates Summary        
c. Social Media and Website Update       
d. Media Articles    
     

9. Adjourn           Approval 
                        
*Attachments 
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Gateway Corridor Commission  
March 13, 2014 – Draft Meeting Summary 
Woodbury City Hall, Birch Room  

 
Members  

 
Agency  

 
Present 

Rafael Ortega  Ramsey County   
Lisa Weik Washington County  X 
Mary Giuliani Stephens Woodbury  X 
Dan Kyllo  West Lakeland Township X 
Kathy Lantry St Paul  
Bob Livingston  Lakeland   
Randy Nelson  Afton  X 
Mike Pearson  Lake Elmo  X 
Paul Reinke  Oakdale  X 
Nora Slawik Maplewood  X 
Victoria Reinhardt, Alternate  Ramsey County  X 
Ted Bearth, Alternate  Washington County   
Anne Smith, Alternate  Lake Elmo   
Paul Rebholz, Alternate  Woodbury   
Dave Schultz, Alternate  West Lakeland Township  
Pat Snyder, Alternate  Afton   
Amy Williams, Alternate  Lakeland   

 
 
Ex-Officio Members 

 
Agency  

 
Present  

Mike Amundson Baytown Township X 
Scott Beauchamp St Paul Chamber of Commerce X 
Mike Ericson Landfall Village  
Tim Herman East Side Area Business Association X 
Randy Kopesky Lakeland Shores  
Richard McNamara OBPA  
Tim Ramberg WI Gateway Coalition  
Doug Stang 3M  
Greg Watson Woodbury Chamber of Commerce X 

 
 
Others 

 
Agency  

Kevin Roggenbuck Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority 
Andy Gitzlaff Washington County 
Lyssa Leitner Washington County 
Mary Richardson RRA - CTIB 
Josh Straka US Representative McCollum’s Office 
Sally Schafer Senator Franken’s Office 
Linda Jungwirth Assistant to Ramsey County Commissioner Rettman 
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Stephen Ebner West Lakeland Township 
Janelle Schmitz City of Woodbury Staff 
Cheryl Ader Oakdale 
Andrew DeJong May Township 
John Bradford Woodbury 
Linda Stanton Community Advisory Committee 
Steve Ellenwood  
Bob Tatreau  

 
The Gateway Corridor Commission convened at 3:33 p.m. by Chair Weik.  
 
Agenda Item #1.  Introductions  
Introductions were made by those present.  
 
Agenda Item #2.  Consent Items 
Item 2a. Summary of February 13, 2014 Meeting: Motion made by Reinhardt to approve 
the February 13, 2014 meeting summary. Seconded by Reinke. Approved. Motion carried. 
Pearson abstained. 
 
Item 2b. Checks and Claims: Motion made by Reinhardt to approve the checks and claims. 
Seconded by Nelson. Approved. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item #3.  CTIB Overview 
Mary Richardson from Richter & Associates gave a background overview on CTIB and a 
presentation highlighting the preliminary findings from a Program of Projects study recently 
conducted by CTIB. CTIB was formed in 2008 and authorized metro counties to impose a 
¼% sales tax and a $20 motor vehicle excise tax. Scott and Carver Counties decided to not 
impose the tax; however, they do sit on the CTIB Board as ex-officio non-voting members. 
Richardson said decisions by the Board are made on a weighted voting basis; each county 
has a number of votes determined by the weighted average of the sales tax generated and 
the population in the county. Revenue generated by the sales tax has increased significantly 
each year. CTIB was given a grant in 2011 to study how to accelerate transit. In the analysis, 
the Board has determined that the ¼ % has been sufficient for the projects requested to 
date, but not enough to build out the full vision of all the corridors.  
 
Giuliani Stephens asked if Robert Street is using a streetcar and if it should be funded by 
transit dollars. Richardson said the funding is unknown; CTIB doesn’t have a policy on street 
cars and whether it is eligible for funding. CTIB will not fund arterial BRT.  
 
Reinke asked if there is a web site with more financial information about the amount of sales 
tax contributed by each county. Richardson said there are two annual reports for CTIB that 
might provide that info and they are located at Mnrides.org.  
 
Agenda Item #4.  Transit Tour 
Gitzlaff gave an overview of the proposed transit tour and discussed the comparative matrix 
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in the packet. He shared some printed information on each of the lines and offered copies to 
anyone wanted them.  He noted that Kimley-Horn has offices in Cleveland and LA. They 
were also very involved with the Orange Line, and they have offered to help make 
connections and set up tours of that line. The tour timing would be in late May or early June. 
 
Reinhart asked why the matrix shows no suburban context for HealthLine yet lists the East 
Cleveland suburbs. Gitzlaff said they are planning expansion, but currently the line is more 
urban.  
 
Weik said that Rail~Volution was in Los Angeles 18 months ago and asked Gitzlaff if he 
toured the Orange Line at that time. Gitzlaff said yes and he does have some contacts that 
he made from that tour. He added the Orange Line did show BRT and a dedicated 
guideway.  
 
Herman asked if we know what the population diversity is on any of the lines. Leitner said 
downtown Cleveland is more diverse than St. Paul; Eugene may have less diversity since it’s 
a smaller community; and Los Angeles has a large Latino population in Reseda and Van 
Huys. She added that North Hollywood has seen a huge resurgence in recent years. 
 
Reinhardt said the suburban context is important; even though the size is so different, Los 
Angeles seems like it would be closest to what we would potentially be doing here. She said 
she has concerns with Cleveland not having a suburban context and also having 59 stops. 
Weik and Reinke concurred.  
 
Reinke commented that the Eugene, OR Line capital costs are $24 million with buses; it’s 
not what we’re talking about if we choose to go with BRT. Gitzlaff said the buses in Eugene 
have the look of a train, level boarding, and are usually a bit longer than a standard bus. 
Weik added that they have multiple doors to get onto the bus since the fare was paid ahead 
of time. 
 
Weik said the Orange Line matches what Gateway is proposing with regard to distance and 
number of stations and might be the best comparison at this point in our studies. She 
suggested moving forward with the Orange Line since it’s the closest model and asked for 
discussion. No one spoke in opposition. 
 
Gitzlaff discussed logistics of who should go and what the Commission might contribute as 
outlined in the packet. He said staff, with the assistance of the consultant team, could put 
together an itinerary, some flight and hotel options, look for opportunities to share 
transportation from the airport, and possibly provide box lunches during the tour.  
 
Reinhardt asked if extending the invitation to other corridor’s, like Rush Line, is being looked 
at. She said it might make it easier for legislators to attend the tour. Slawik agreed. Weik said 
it would be great if we can have state lawmakers attend. She added that she would also be 
interested in extending an invitation to the CAC. Linda Stanton, CAC member, said the CAC 
doesn’t meet again until June. Leitner said staff can make the offer via email. Weik added 



Gateway Corridor Commission  Thursday, March 13, 2014 

 Page 4 of 6 

 

she would also be interested in offering stipends to the CAC.  
 
Watson asked what the budget for the trip is. Weik said it would depend on who is offered 
stipends and how many people go. Gitzlaff said there is $5,000 in the budget for travel and 
also $20,000 in contingency that could be accessed. The Commission could set a general 
budget to work within including stipend and some miscellaneous travel expense.  
 
Herman asked what would determine late May verses early June. Gitzlaff said the legislative 
session must end by May 19th. Herman commented that early June tends to be the end of 
school year and we may want to consider more of the late May schedule. Weik said we 
could try targeting before Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Gitzlaff said staff can start to firm up the itinerary, send it out broadly to the groups identified 
and note that the Commission is providing stipends on a case-by-case basis. Once staff has 
a general idea of who is interested in coming we can report that at the next meeting and set 
the budget.  
 
Reinhardt commented the next Rush Line meeting is on March 27th and asked if it should it 
be added to their agenda. If we’re going to offer the opportunity to attend, Rush Line needs 
to look at their budget to see what makes sense. Weik concurred stating we would be giving 
notification to Rush Line of the Gateway trip and they would have to utilize Rush Line’s 
budget if they choose to attend. Gitzlaff said a staff member can attend the Rush Line 
meeting to provide information.  
 
Agenda Item #5.  Communications Update 
Item 5a. Outreach Activities: 
Leitner referred to the outreach activities listed in the packet. Additional upcoming activities 
not listed in the packet include: 
 

• Engage East Side: Open House - April 8, 2014 
• District 1: Open House – March 22, 2014 

 
Leitner stated they went to the Oakdale and Woodbury Park-and-Ride locations this week 
and handed out approximately 700 flyers. Staff will be watching the web site hits over the 
next few days to see how much traffic it generated. She noted it is strongly encouraged that 
Commission members and PAC members attend the DEIS Scoping Open Houses. 
 
Weik mentioned the expo at East Ridge High School in Woodbury on May 3rd stating she 
would be available to staff a booth for the Gateway Corridor. The cost for a booth at the expo 
is $250 and contingency funds could be used. She asked for discussion or concerns. None 
stated. Leitner commented that if the Commission is willing to fund community events like 
these, staff is willing to attend them. Herman asked what kind of expo it is. Watson said it is 
a business community expo with approximately 325 booths; it is a tremendous draw and a 
good community event with a business focus and also a very strong neighborhood focus.  
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Item 5b. Public Relations Activities 
Gitzlaff gave a brief update of recent public relations activities as listed in the packet. 
Beauchamp gave a recap of the recently held breakfast event to increase awareness about 
the corridor. Commissioner’s Weik and Ortega spoke, Matt Kramer spoke from a business 
perspective, and Congresswoman McCollum spoke about the importance of getting local 
support going. He said the event was a success with a lot positive reaction afterwards. Weik 
said there was a lot of good discussion after the meeting officially adjourned; the crowd 
stayed to continue the conversations. She said the President of Metro State University 
indicated support of the Gateway studies and having additional transit options. 
 
Item 5c. Legislative Support Strategy 
Gitzlaff said staff is trying to put together a list of constituents willing to talk to legislators. He 
said they are trying to organize a more informal day(s) at the capitol and are currently 
looking at a half day on March 26th or 27th. It would be an informal gathering to brief 
constituents, council members, and members of the business community on the bonding 
requests and the consultant would assist with setting up meetings. He passed out a sign-up 
sheet for volunteers and stated Dehler PR would email more details and specific times. 
 
Agenda Item #6. DEIS Study Update 
Gitzlaff updated the Commission on committee activities, scoping materials, and the 
upcoming schedule of scoping activities as listed in the packet. He distributed copies of the 
Scoping Booklet to the Commission stating it is also posted on the web site. There is also a 
scoping video on YouTube which already has 500 views in its first two weeks. Weik said the 
video will be shown at the end of the meeting. Gitzlaff reviewed the schedule/next steps of 
the scoping phase as listed in the packet. He said staff received a letter from the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHA) requesting the Commission look more closely at the managed 
lane alternative that was previously dismissed. At this point, staff is compiling information to 
respond to that request. The scoping decision is what will be studied in the Environmental 
Impact Statement.  
 
Giuliani Stephens asked if we will be looking at how a managed lane would be funded. 
Gitzlaff said the Commission previously looked at how to fund that type of project. There are 
some new staff members with FHWA; therefore, we need to retell story of what’s been 
looked at.  
 
Leitner said the CAC vacancies have been filled by Andrew DeJong from Stillwater and Eric 
Morley from Woodbury. Linda Stanton was elected as Vice Chair. 
  
Agenda Item #7.  Legislative Update 
Item 7a. State: 
Roggenbuck said the MMB announced a $1.233 billion surplus for the fiscal year 2014-2015 
biennium; a $408 million improvement over the November forecast. Governor Dayton 
announced his supplemental budget proposal that included adjustments due to the surplus. 
The Gateway Corridor Legislative Strategy group met on February 28th; they believe the 
Governor’s bonding bill at $975 million is too big to pass. The group thought it would have to 
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be reduced to about $850 million in order to pass, but cash from the surplus could be mixed 
in. That could be good news for local bonding proposals like Gateway. He said the 
Legislative session began on February 25th and the first deadline for bills to be introduced is 
March 21st. 
 
Item 7b. Federal: 
Roggenbuck said President Obama made two big announcements at the Union Depot on 
February 26th:  

1. The sixth round of TIGER funding is $600 million. The previous five rounds of TIGER 
funding has provided $3.5 billion for 270 projects. President Obama cited the Union 
Depot as one of the best examples of a TIGER funded project 

2. A four-year reauthorization of MAP-21 proposal including: 
• $302 billion total made possible through $150 billion in one-time 

transition revenue from pro-growth business tax reform. 
• Increased funding for transit and passenger rail to $22.3 billion in 2015. 
• Permanently authorizes TIGER programs at $1.25 billion per year. 

 
Roggenbuck said MAP-21 expires on October 1, 2014. In a conference call with the New 
Starts Working Group, they were pessimistic that anything meaningful would happen before 
the November elections. 
 
Agenda Item #8.  Other 
Item 8a. Meeting Dates Summary: 
Information on upcoming meeting dates is included in the packet.  
 
Item 8b. Social Media and Website Update: 
An update is printed in the packet for Commission member’s information. 
 
Item 8c. Media Articles: 
Recent media articles are printed in the packet for Commission member’s information.   
 
Agenda Item #9.  Adjourn 
Motion made by Giuliani Stephens to adjourn. Seconded by Weik. Approved. Motion 
carried. The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. The scoping video was played for those wishing 
to view it. 



 
 

Agenda Item #2b 
 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Checks and Claims  
 
Gateway Corridor DEIS Contract (Kimley Horn)      Amount  
Dates 
2/1/13 – 2/28/13         $199,515.23 
 
Contract Utilization = 32% 
 
Communication Contract through 2/28/14 (Jeff Dehler PR)     
Dates 
1/1/14 – 2/28/14         $10,910.82 
 
Contract Utilization = 100% 
 
Lillie Suburban – Gateway Scoping Legal Notice 3/16/2014    $2.44 
 
Woodbury Expo Booth         $300.000 
 
East 7th Street Night Out Business and Community Fair Table    $50.00 
 
Total           $210,778.49 
 
 
Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.  
 
 
Action Requested:  
 
Approval  



 
 

Agenda Item #3 
 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Transit Tour  
 
Background 
The Commission’s 2014 travel budget and work plan identifies going to a peer region as a priority for 
2014.  The purpose of the trip would be to experience another transit system/line with similar 
characteristics as what is being proposed in the Gateway Corridor and identify strategies and lessons 
learned that could be applied to our region.   
 
In February the Commission identified the important characteristics to incorporate into a tour and staff 
worked with the DEIS consultant team to prepare a short list of potential options.  At the March meeting 
the Orange Line BRT in Los Angeles, California was chosen because of its similar transit characteristics to 
those being proposed on Gateway (ratio of corridor length to number of stations, use of dedicated 
guideway, level of transit station and vehicle amenities) as well as the diverse communities, variety of 
land uses from urban to suburban and TOD along the line.  
 
We have tentatively identified Thursday May 29th through Saturday May 31st as the preferred date for 
the trip.  If this does not work, alternative options in mid-June would need to be pursued.  We have also 
made connections with the project sponsors and our DEIS consultant will be assisting with the itinerary. 
 
Initial Itinerary 
 
Day 1: 
Travel day (arrive mid-day) 

• Hotel check-in (stay near Orange Line / Red Line transfer point) 
• Late Afternoon / Evening 
• Orientation Meeting / Review Itinerary 
• Get to know Project Sponsors (TBD) and other trip attendees 

  
Day 2 
Full Day of Orange Line/Transit Experiences that could potentially include 

• Ride the Orange Line, specifically visiting transit-oriented-developments and key sites along the 
alignment. 

• Meet with LACMTA/Metro (the L.A. Transit Operating Agency) to discuss the planning 
/environmental process, capital financing, operations and maintenance, and overall impressions 
of the Orange Line.  

• Meet with elected officials to discuss political hurdles in BRT-decision making process as well as 
enhancements that their constituents have experienced because of the Orange Line 

• Meet with the planning staff, design team, and/or contractor 



 
 

• Experience additional transit modes: the Silver Line (Highway BRT), multiple subway and light 
rail lines, regular bus service, and bike routes are all present in L.A. and could serve as 
complementary transit education (this could alternatively be done on Day 1 or 3) 

  
Day 3: 
Lessons Learned 

• Conduct discussion over breakfast of the Orange Line including applicability to the Gateway 
Corridor / key takeaways 

Travel Day (depart mid-day) 
  
Next Steps 
Our next steps will be to firm up the itinerary and put together options for suggested flights and hotel.  
Once a date is selected by the Commission we will send the notice of the trip out to a wide group to 
gauge additional interest in attending.   
 
The Commission could set a budget for the trip and determine the amount of stipend that will be 
offered at the April meeting or wait until the May meeting once there is a better idea on who will be 
attending and a firmer estimate of trip costs. 
 
Action  
Discussion 



 
 

Agenda Item #4a 
 

DATE:  April 2, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Gateway Corridor Outreach Activities 
 
 
The Gateway project team has been arranging outreach meetings to stakeholders along the corridor.  
These stakeholders range from local community city councils, council districts, business chambers, 
individual businesses, community groups and others.  Included below is a summary of the Commission’s 
outreach activities. 
 
Upcoming Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Make it Happen on E. 7th St. Night Out Business & 
Community Fair 

Event Presence – June 20, 2014 

Woodbury Expo Booth – May 3, 2014 
FTA Call – April 17, 2014 
Corridor Cities and Market Analysis Consultant Meetings - Week of April 14, 2014 
St. Paul Port Authority  Presentation - April 17, 2014 
Met Council Transportation Committee Presentation - April 14, 2014 

 
 
Previous Outreach 

Stakeholder Status 
Globe University – Students Presentations – April 9, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Presentation/Panel – April 8, 2014 
Globe University – Staff Presentation – March 28, 2014 
DEIS Scoping Open House, Conway Rec Center Open House – March 25, 2014 
DEIS Scoping Open House, Guardian Angels  Open House – March 24, 2014 
District 1 Community Council Open House Booth – March 22, 2014 
Interagency Scoping Meeting Meeting – March 20, 2014 
River Valley Action Presentation – March 18, 2014 
FHWA Meeting – March 13, 2014 
Landfall HRA Presentation – March 12, 2014 
Environmental Quality Board Meeting – March 12, 2014 
Park and Rides Flyer handout – March 12, 2014 
Legislative Strategy Meeting – February 28, 2014 
Engage East Side – Gateway Event Meeting – February 25, 2014 
Washington County Board Workshop – February 25, 2014 



 
 

Gateway Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast Meeting – February 20, 2014 
Guardian Angels Finance Committee Meeting – February 19, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – February 14, 2014 
Policy Advisory Committee/Commission Meeting – February 13, 2014 
Woodbury Chamber Presentation – February 12, 2014 
FTA Call Call – February 12, 2014 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – February 10, 2014 
D1/D2 Open House Open House – February 6, 2014 
St. Paul Area Chamber Presentation – February 6, 2014 
Harley Davidson Meeting – February 3, 2014 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 29, 2014 
Legislative Strategy  Meeting – January 3, 2014 
Washington County Administrators  Presentation – January 22, 2014 
St. Paul East Side Groups Meeting – January 21, 2014 
TAC Staff from Woodbury, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo Meeting – January 9, 2014 
FTA Call Call – January 7, 2014 
Driving tour of Corridor w/ Senator Housley  Tour – December 27, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – December 18, 2013 
“Get to Know Woodbury” Realtors event Booth – December 18, 2013 
3M Staff Meeting – December 16, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – December 12, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – December 9, 2013 
FHWA Staff Meeting – December 6, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation Transit Summit – December 5, 2013 
District 2 Community Council  Presentation – November 20, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee  Meeting – November 20, 2013 
FTA Conference Call  Meeting – November 13, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation  Town Hall – November 7, 2013 
MnDOT, Met Council, County leadership Meeting – November 1, 2013 
FTA Tour Tour – November 1, 2013 
St. Paul District 1 Community Council  Presentation – October 28, 2013 
Landfall  Meeting – October 25, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – October 16, 2013 
Lake Elmo Presentation – October 15, 2013 
MnDOT/Met Council/County Staff   Meeting – October 11, 2013 
East Side Area Business Association Presentation – October 10, 2013 
East Side Partners  Meeting – October 8, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – October 10, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee  Meeting – September 30, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – September 25, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call #2 – September 25, 2013 
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation – Engage ES Presentation – September 25, 2013 
St. Paul Transportation Committee Meeting – September 22, 2013 
Woodbury staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 



 
 

Oakdale staff Meeting – September 12, 2013 
Maplewood staff Meeting – September 11, 2013 
Lake Elmo staff Meeting – September 10, 2013 
3M Meeting – September 4, 2013 
Metro State Meeting – August 29, 2013 
St. Paul staff Meeting – August 29, 2013 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting – August 26, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – August 21, 2013 
FTA Coordination Call – August 15, 2013 
East Side Groups Update Meeting – August 13, 2013 
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting – August 8, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – August 3, 2013 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – July 24, 2013 
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side Booth – July 13, 2013 
Development Forum June 24, 2013 
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability Staff level meeting – June 7, 2013 
Engage East Side Resident Network staff Discussion on CAC – May 31, 2013 

Start of DEIS 
Woodbury Chamber – Eggs and Issues Presentation – April 12, 2013 
District 1 Community Council Booth at open house – March 25, 2013 
Woodbury Lions Club Presentation – March 5, 2013 
Maplewood Lions Club Presentation – January 28, 2013 
Cottage Grove City Council Presentation – January 16, 2013 
Maplewood Planning Commission Presentation – January 15, 2013 
District 4 Community Council Staff Meeting – January 9, 2013 

 
 
Action Requested:          Information 



 
Agenda Item #4b & c 

 
 
DATE:  March 3, 2014 
 
TO:    Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:  Jeff Dehler Public Relations 
 
RE:     Gateway Corridor Communications and Public Relations Update 
 
 
Summary of Activities 
The Communications and Public Relations team coordinated the Commission's first Legislative Visit Day, 
held a 2014 Communications Activities kick-off meeting with Gateway staff, held a business outreach 
meeting with Globe University staff, and sent one Enewsletter. 
 
Legislative 
The Communications and Public Relations team coordinated the first Gateway Legislative Visit Day, held 
March 20, including sending invitations, drafting legislative materials, scheduling meetings with 
legislators and preparing training materials. It was attended by 12 people who met with six legislators. 
Hand written notes were left for an additional 14 legislators.  
  
Community Engagement/Business Outreach 
Staff and the communications team presented to Globe University staff March 28. The event was 
attended by 50 people, including Globe's president, vice president, and government affairs director. It 
generated a Globe University blog post about Gateway:  http://bit.ly/1fOUpC8  
 
Community Engagement 
The team drafted and distributed an e-newsletter March 17 in support of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement scoping meetings and process. Website updates were completed. 
 
Strategic Planning 
A 2014 Communications Team Kick-Off meeting was held March 21 with Washington County staff, 
Ramsey County staff and the communications team. The goal was to discuss project milestones for 2014 
and schedule major work activities. 
 
Next steps 
In April, the Communications team will focus on the legislative effort as well as finalizing detailed work 
plans for 2014 activities.  
 
Action Requested   
Information 

http://bit.ly/1fOUpC8


 
   

Agenda Item #5 
 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: State and Federal Legislative Update  
 
 
State Update 
 
Session officially convened on Tuesday, February 25.  By law, legislators must adjourn by May 19. 
 
Tax Bill 
The Minnesota House of Representatives and Senate passed a tax proposal that would repeal the widely 
unpopular business-to-business taxes passed last session, among other items. Governor Dayton has 
signed the legislation. 
The legislation consisted of four major components: 
 

• The bill will repeal three business related sales taxes, including a tax on warehouses, equipment 
repair and telecommunications equipment. 

• The bill repeals a gift tax and makes significant changes to estate tax changes made last session. 
• The bill includes several provisions that will conform state tax laws with federal laws, which will 

benefit low-income and middle-class families who will now be eligible for larger benefits and 
also assist families facing foreclosure, students who would qualify for new student loan 
deductions, and adoptive parents, among others. These changes are said to impact over one 
million Minnesotans. 

• Lastly, the legislation put $150 million into the state’s rainy day funds. 
 
Federal Update 
 
Below is the Federal Updates prepared by Lockridge, Grindal and Nauen (LGN) for the Counties Transit 
Improvement Board (CTIB). 
 
 
  

Weekly Update for Week of March 24th 
  

This week, the House passed a year-long extension of Medicare payments to doctors, saving 
doctors from a pending 24 percent cut in Medicare fees, as well as legislation condemning the 
Russian incursion into Ukraine and authorizing sanctions on the Russian Federation. The Senate 
cleared the path to final passage of an extension of emergency unemployment insurance benefits, 
lining it up for a vote next week.   
  



 
   
In this Update:  
DHS Announces Grant Guidance for Fiscal Year 2014 Preparedness Grants  

House Natural Resources Committee begins Investigation on Secure Rural Schools funding  

Senate Passes Child Care Block Grant Bill  

The Water Resources Development Act Delayed in Conference Committee  

Key Upcoming Dates  

Special News, Notes and Events  

Minnesota Delegation Notes  

Additional Media  

DHS Announces Grant Guidance for Fiscal Year 2014 Preparedness Grants 
  
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Jeh Johnson announced the 
release of FY 2014 Funding Opportunity Announcements for six DHS preparedness grant 
programs totaling over $1.6 billion. The homeland security grants assist states, urban areas, 
tribal and territorial governments and nonprofit organizations, as well as the private sector to 
strengthen our nation's ability to prevent, protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from 
terrorist attacks, major disasters, and other emergencies in support of the National Preparedness 
Goal and the National Preparedness System. 
  
The FY 2014 grants will focus on the nation's highest risk areas, including urban areas that face 
the most significant threats, enhancing regional preparedness by funding 39 high-threat, high-
density urban areas. 
  
Dedicated funding is provided for law enforcement and terrorism prevention throughout the 
country to prepare for, prevent and respond to terrorism and other crimes that are precursors or 
indicators of terrorist activity. For FY 14, the grants will be shifted away from program-specific 
priorities and instead direct grantees to prioritize grant funds to increase their jurisdictional 
specific capabilities.  
House Natural Resources Committee begins Investigation on Secure Rural Schools funding 
  
The House Natural Resources Committee has begun an investigation on the Department of Agriculture's 
handling of Secure Rural Schools (SRS) funding. The Secure Rural Schools program, administered by the 
Forest Service, provides financial assistance to rural counties and school districts affected by the decline 
in revenue from timber harvests on federal lands. The Committee's investigation revolves around the 
Forest Service's request for repayment of $17.9 million of disbursed SRS funding due to sequestration. 
The Committee has issued subpoenas asking for an outline of the rationale and legal authority for 
retroactively applying sequestration to the SRS program. 

Senate Passes Child Care Block Grant Bill 
  
The Senate passed a bill that reauthorizes the Child Care and Development Block Grant 



 
   
Program and institutes new health, educational, and safety standards. The measure has not been 
reauthorized since 1996 and directs $5.3 billion in the current fiscal year to states to help low-
income families pay for child care. The bill will would also prohibit childcare providers from 
employing registered sex offenders, persons convicted of felonies, or persons convicted of drug 
offenses within the last five years. 
  
The bill now goes to the House of Representatives where Education and the Workforce 
Committee Chairman John Kline (R-MN) has said that the Senate bill "presents a solid 
foundation for reform" and has praised the bill for its training and inspection requirements.  
 
The Water Resources Development Act Delayed in Conference Committee 
  
The Water Resources Development Act, which was passed in October 2013 has been held up in 
Conference Committee due to differences over projects that are currently being reviewed by the 
Army Corps of Engineers. The House-passed bill approved a specific list of projects that have 
already received Corps clearances, while the Senate bill would authorize projects that receive 
final plan approvals by the date of the new law's enactment. 
  
It appears that the Conference Committee will be using the Senate-backed approval process and 
are waiting until April 30th 
to publish a Conference report to allow for more projects to be approved by the Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

KEY UPCOMING DATES 
  
September 30, 2014 
  
The comprehensive federal budget Congress passed in January of this year will expire on 
September 30th, which marks the end of fiscal year 2014. 
  
March 15, 2015 
  
While Congress passed legislation this week to raise the debt ceiling, action must be taken again 
prior to March 15, 2015 or the nation once again runs the risk of defaulting on its loans.  
   

Special News, Notes and Events  
  
A Special Gathering Honoring Congressman Collin Peterson (MN-7th)  
Monday, March 24th 
Capitol Hill 
Washington, DC 
  
Minnesota Police and Peace Officers Association Annual DC Fly-In 
Thursday, March 27, 2014 



 
   
8:00am to 5:00pm 
U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 
  
"Serving Our Troops" Reception 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 
5:00pm to 7:00pm 
Rayburn House Office Building - B369 
Washington, DC 
  
Over a dozen Minnesota business owners and community leaders who are dedicated to honoring 
the brave men and women in the Minnesota National Guard and their families will visit 
Washington, DC to meet with the Minnesota Delegation and host a special reception on Capitol 
Hill.   
  
MINNESOTA DELEGATION NOTES: 
  
Senator Amy Klobuchar, (D-MN), spoke to state and local leaders in Plymouth, MN on 
Monday about replacing the outdated refrigerant systems of the state's ice rinks by 2020. Read 
more here. 
  
Senator Al Franken, (D-MN), voiced his support for extending biodiesel tax credits and cited 
its importance to decreasing the nation's dependence on foreign energy and creating jobs in the 
agricultural sector. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Tim Walz, (D-MN-01), proudly announced that his emergency home heating 
assistance bill has been signed off by the President. The bill will address propane and fuel 
shortages across the Midwest by allowing truckers continued access to hard hit areas. Read 
more here. 
  
Congressman John Kline, (R-MN-02), and Luke Messer (R-IN) will be visiting Global 
Academy in Columbia Heights, MN and Aspen Academy in Savage, MN on March 31st to host 
roundtable discussions with parents, teachers, and school officials and highlight House efforts to 
support the principle of school choice in education policy. Read more here.    
  
Congressman Erik Paulsen, (R-MN-03), was awarded the "Champion of Healthcare 
Innovation" award by the Healthcare Leadership Council for his support of "patient centered 
medical progress". Read more here. 
  
Congresswoman Betty McCollum, (D-MN-04), responded negatively to Washington 
Redskins' recently released public relations letter and once more called on the owner to change 
the football team's name. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Keith Ellison, (D-MN-05), appeared on ABC's This Week to discuss the 
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upcoming midterm election, the crisis in Ukraine and the ongoing Supreme Court contraceptive 
case. See more here. 
  
Congresswoman Michele Bachmann, (D-MN-06), voiced her concern about the latest delay in 
the implementation of the Affordable Healthcare Act. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Collin Peterson, (D-MN-07), will be giving the keynote address at the 
Democratic-NPL Party convention in Fargo next week. Read more here. 
  
Congressman Rick Nolan, (D-MN-08), voiced his ongoing support for the proposed PolyMet 
cooper, nickel, and precious metals project that promises to add jobs to the Iron Range. Read 
more here. 
 
ADDITIONAL MEDIA 
  
For Appropriations, Sharp Questioning Signals the Truce is Over 
By Tamar Hallerman, CQ Roll Call 
  
Heated policy rifts are emerging at appropriations hearings in the House, signaling that any truce 
on spending bills has all but evaporated for fiscal 2015. 
  
"Don't look for any friendship out of this seat," Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., 
told EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy at a House Interior-Environment Appropriations 
Subcommittee hearing Thursday. 
  
McCarthy was among several administration officials that faced sharp questioning this week at 
appropriations hearings aimed at pulling together spending plans and, more pointedly, policies 
and programs for the 2015 fiscal year. The strong focus and sometimes contentious questioning 
on the details of agency budgets is a contrast with the peace that prevailed earlier this year as 
appropriators worked quietly and quickly to clear the spending plan (PL 113-76) for the 
remaining months of fiscal 2014. 
  
The pressure on policy provisions may reflect lawmakers' belief they have a good chance this 
year of passing fully-formed appropriations bills after several years in which they've mostly 
passed bare-bones continuing resolutions that keep programs largely on autopilot. And the close 
questioning of Obama administration officials came from Democrats as well as Republicans. 
  
At a House Agriculture Appropriations subcommittee hearing Thursday, Rosa DeLauro, D-
Conn., joined Chairman Robert B. Aderholt, R-Ala., in pressing Food and Drug Administration 
Commissioner Margaret Hamburg about the agency's oversight of goods from China. 
  
At a Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee hearing earlier this week, Republicans 
and Democrats displayed strong skepticism about what they called poorly implemented 
modernization efforts at the Agriculture Department. "If offices are closed and they [farmers] 
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don't get those programs in a timely manner, we're setting ourselves up for an explosion in rural 
America," Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., told Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 
  
At the House Interior-Environment panel on Thursday, Rogers sharply criticized the EPA for 
overreaching with its regulations curtailing greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel-fired 
power plants, which he said are already taking a bite out of his coal-heavy district in eastern 
Kentucky. 
  
For years it has seemed the EPA has issued new regulations that are designed to eliminate coal 
mining," Rogers said. 
  
Rogers and subcommittee Chairman Ken Calvert, R-Calif., also slammed the agency for 
proposing a rule that seeks to clarify which ephemeral and intermittent streams and water bodies 
must be regulated under the Clean Water Act (PL 95-217). 
  
"Another layer of red tape will be added to the Gordian Knot that already has a strangle-hold on 
our people since this administration declared a war on coal," Rogers said. 
  
Subcommittee Democrats, meanwhile, expressed concern that the proposed cuts to EPA's 
coffers in the administration's fiscal 2015 request were too steep. The White House asked for 
$7.9 billion for the agency, a nearly 4 percent cut from currently enacted levels. 
  
"EPA has done more than its share of deficit reduction," said James P. Moran of Virginia, the 
subcommittee's ranking Democrat, who said he was worried that committee Republicans would 
accept most of the Obama administration's proposed cuts to EPA programs but deny increases 
elsewhere in the agency's budget. 
  
"I appreciate your fiscally responsible request but I question the ramifications that it will have 
for the environment," Moran told McCarthy. 
  
The Interior-Environment measure has been one of the most contentious of the spending bills in 
recent years, due mostly to Republican opposition to the Obama administration's climate 
policies. As a result, the programs and agencies under the measure have been funded largely by 
continuing resolutions and omnibuses. 
  
Since the December budget agreement (PL 113-67) largely flatlines domestic and defense 
spending between fiscal years 2014 and 2015, funding for the Interior-Environment bill likely 
won't differ significantly from the $8.2 billion appropriated in the omnibus. 
  
That means that policy riders will have an especially large impact on the spending bill this year, 
which is further magnified because lawmakers were barred from making such proposals in the 
omnibus. 
  
Significant GOP opposition to the proposed stream rule-making makes it an especially ripe 
target for inclusion as a policy rider during markup season. Language stymieing the EPA's 



 
   
implementation of the greenhouse gas standards, meanwhile, has begun making perennial 
appearances in the Interior-Environment bill and is expected to do so this year. 
  
Rogers told McCarthy to expect decisive subcommittee action this year. 
  
"That ain't going to happen, Madam Administrator," Rogers said of the proposed stream rule-
making. "And right here is where a good part of the fight is going to take place, in this 
subcommittee." 
 
 
 
Action 
Information 



 
 

Agenda Item #6 
 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Red Rock Corridor Update 
 
 
The Red Rock Corridor extends from Hastings up Highway 61 through St Paul Park, Newport and Cottage 
Grove to I-94 into St Paul and on to Minneapolis.  The Red Rock Corridor Commission recently 
completed an Alternatives Analysis Update (AAU) study that identified a BRT alternative as best meeting 
the goals and objectives for the Corridor.  This option was chosen after an extensive analysis and a 
public involvement campaign spanning the last year. At the meeting staff will provide a brief overview of 
the project and the next steps.  A press release and a project newsletter are included in the packet. 

More information the corridor and the AAU study may be viewed at www.RedRockCorridor.org.  

 
 
Action Requested: Information  
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=1170335&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.RedRockCorridor.org


 
 
 

Contact: Lyssa Leitner 
 Project Manager 

Washington County 
(651) 430-4314 

lyssa.leitner@co.washington.mn.us 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 2, 2014 

 
Bus Rapid Transit becomes preferred transit option for Red Rock 

Corridor 
 

COTTAGE GROVE, MN -  The Red Rock Commission identified a dedicated Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) line from St. Paul to Hastings as the best option for the region after 
reviewing numerous options to improve transit connectivity of the southeast metro to 
downtowns St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
 
The BRT option was chosen after extensive analysis and a public engagement process 
spanning the last year. 
 
Many changes have taken place in the Red Rock Corridor since the initial Alternatives 
Analysis study was completed in 2007. An effort to update that project with recent land 
use, census and ridership data, and recent transit implementation experience occurred 
during the past year. Commuter rail, BRT, and express bus service were re-evaluated 
for potential short- and long-term implementation in the corridor.  
 
“The commission’s charge was to determine if the east metro could build a cost-
effective, economically viable transit option that improved mobility throughout the day, 
supports future economic development, and protects the natural environment,” said 
Washington County Commissioner Autumn Lehrke, chair of the Red Rock Corridor 
Commission. “BRT was determined to meet those goals. The corridor’s population is 
projected to grow and this study showed an emerging demand for all-day transit 
service.” 
 
The line will provide a fast, reliable and convenient trip for travelers into downtown St. 
Paul and on to Minneapolis. The five proposed station stops will provide connections to 
key destinations throughout the corridor, including Union Depot, Lower Afton Road, new 
development at the Newport Transit Station, economic opportunities in Cottage Grove, 
and downtown resources in Hastings. 
 
During the coming year, the Red Rock Corridor Commission will work to ensure that its 
goals for the corridor are reflected in the Metropolitan Council’s long-range plans, 
including the Transportation Policy Plan and the Highway Bus Rapid Transit Plan. Next 

mailto:lyssa.leitner@co.washington.mn.us


steps for engineering, service plan details, funding, and implementation schedules are 
under development. More information about the final plan and the corridor may be 
viewed at www.RedRockCorridor.org.  
 

### 
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RED ROCK CORRIDOR connecting our SE suburbs

minneapolis

The RED ROCK CORRIDOR will
be a 30-mile transitway that connects
the SouthEast metro with MPLS/STP

Due to additional relevant information, the Alternative Analysis 
is being updated since it was first completed in 2007.

100,000+ 

20 years

Alternative Analysis Update

ENVIRONMENT
Goal: Improve quality 
of Natural and Built 

Environment 

1. Limit negative im-
pacts to natural, cultur-

al, & other resources.
2. Reduce emissions.

3. Provide a fair & equi-
table distribution of im-
pacts and benefi ts across 

various populations.
4. Address existing 

and future safety issues 
along the corridor. 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Goal: Increase opportunities 
for Community + Economic 

Development in Corridor 

1. Support local initiatives to 
create lively, pedestrian-friendly 
Transit-Oriented Developments.
2. Support business community 
by increasing access by workers 
and customers within corridor.
3. Increase general connectiv-
ity and access to & from where 

people live & work.

MOBILITY
Goal: Meet the demon-

strated + forecasted 
need of Corridor Com-

munities 

1. Transit time that is 
competitive to the private 

automobile.
2. Reliable service

3. Improve mobility for 
work/non-work.

4. Maximizes ridership 
for everyone.

5. Connect to other tran-
sit/pedestrian/bike ways

COST
Goal: Cost effectively 

address transportation 
problems in Corridor 

1+2. Keep these transit 
route costs and capital 

costs comparable to simi-
lar systems within region.
3. Keep cost effective-

ness independent of other 
transportation means.

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS is a process that helps narrow down the best options for 
this transportation connection. The goals and objectives that guide decision making:

Lower Afton Road

Newport

Prairie Island 
   Red Wing

Hastings

Cottage Grove
        [Park n Ride/Langdon Village]

This corridor is needed because the 
SouthEast metro population is in-
creasing - these people will need more 
choices to access employment opportunities

saint
paul

 [Possible extension]
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RED ROCK CORRIDOR connecting our SE suburbs

OPTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION

COMMUTER RAIL
Replaces the current bus 
routes with peak-only 
commuter rail ser-
vice with stops at all 
existing and currently 

proposed stations.

BUS RAPID TRANSIT
Bus routes are maintained 

and a peak-only and mid-
day service is provided 

via a BRT route from Hast-
ings to St. Paul via the Union 
Depot. This alternative would 
include highway and station 

enhancements to improve ve-
hicle speeds, reliability, and 

customer experience.

NO BUILD
Current conditions 

remain in place. 
Future changes assumed 

are that frequency of 
service would increase 
as ridership grows and 

that priority bus shoulder 
lanes would be added de-
pending on traffi c levels.

EXPRESS BUS
Bus routes maintained 

and peak-only express 
bus is added that would 

serve stations in Red 
Wing, Prairie Island, 
Hastings, & Newport.
Priority bus shoulder 

lanes would be added de-
pending on traffi c levels

SERVICE LEVEL RESULTS of proposed alternatives with respect to stop location & frequency.

361 364 365 361 364 365 Overlay 361 364 365 BRT

Downtown 
Minneapolis

Downtown St. Paul 
(Union Depot)

Lower  Road

Newport
30/-- 30/-- 30/--

 Grove   
(Park n Ride) 30/-- 15/-- 30/-- 15/-- 30/-- 15/--

 Grove 
 

15/15

Prairie Island

Red 
30/-- 30/--

   

 

 with Hi hway Access EnhancementsPote l 

Peak Period Only Route Route with Midday Service Peak/Midday Headways15/30

NO BUILD EXPRESS BUS BRT COMMUTER
RAIL

Alternative Analysis Update



EVALUATION RESULTS
Through a detailed evaluation, each 
goal and objective was analyzed.

Here is the summary:
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RED ROCK CORRIDOR connecting our SE suburbs
Alternative Analysis Update

RIDERSHIP vs 25-YEAR 
COST RESULTS 

Transportation investments need 
to be analyzed by the up front 
costs to construct them as well 

as the ongoing dollars needed to 
operate and maintain them. 

Comparing costs over 25 years is a 
way to test the economy of various 
transportation alternatives, telling 
us how much they might be able 

to serve us (ridership) and cost us 
(capital costs plus 25 years) during 

their lifetime. 

lower
performance

moderate
performance

higher
performance

EnvironmentDevelopmentMobility Cost
TOTAL with 

40/40/10/10
weighting

Current
Conditions

Express Bus
(Peak Only)

Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT)

Commuter 
Rail (Peak 

Only)

The column on the far right is a weighted composite of 
the four goals and indicates overall performance.

KE
Y
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3. Continue to monitor peak 
period capacity needs in the 

corridor to determine the timing 
for implementation of addition-

al transit services, alternative 
modes, or capital improve-

ments.

1. Advocate for integrated 
multi-modal investments including 

pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
rail, freight, highway and transit 

improvements that support mobility 
throughout the Red Rock Corridor.

2. Advocate for funding for 
mobility improvements along 

the corridor. This includes 
advocating for sustainable 
local and regional funding 

sources, as well as supporting 
and applying for funding at the 

Federal level.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PERIOD 

The Red Rock Corridor Commission has released a draft AAU report and implementation plan 
based on the recommendation above. WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU !!!
Please provide your thoughts, comments, and questions by February 14, 2014.

A public hearing on the AAU report/recommendation will be held at the beginning of the Red 
Rock Corridor Commission meeting for people to express their thoughts in person.
The meeting is scheduled:

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on technical information, current land use, growth projections, and the goals and objectives 
evaluation, it has been concluded that BRT is the alternative that is best aligned with the Red Rock 
Corridor Commission’s approved objectives. This conclusion has been made in consultation with repre-
sentatives on the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and presented to the public in a variety of forums 
and media. As BRT is further evaluated for implementation, below are other broad and ongoing strate-
gies that will be pursured by the Red Rock Corridor Commission:

The Commission will review 
all written and verbal com-
ments before a final recom-

mendation is approved. 

Lyssa Leitner
ph: 651-430-4300

email: lyssa.leitner@
co.washington.mn.us

FOR MORE INFORMATION

January 23rd, 2014  //  Starting at 4:00pm 
Cottage Grove City Hall

[12800 Ravine Parkway S, Cottage Grove, MN 55016]

https://www.facebook.
com/RedRockCorridor

http://www.redrockcorridor.org/

ONLINEPERSON



 
 

Agenda Item #7 
 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: DEIS Update  
 
Committee Updates 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on March 19th to review the upcoming scoping activities 
and the comments that has been received to date.  The TAC also began to review design concepts that 
show the footprint for the project and key project elements in greater detail.  This work is underway to 
make sure the updated information on benefits and impacts is available as the project moves into the 
next phase which is the preparation of the DEIS document and the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) 
Decision.  The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) will be meeting directly before the Commission meeting. 
A verbal update will be given at the meeting. The Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) has not met since 
the last Gateway Corridor Commission meeting. 
 
Scoping Activities 
 
Materials 
A scoping booklet has been prepared that summarizes the environmental process, the purpose and 
need of the project, the options that are under consideration and how the public can comment and 
what we would like comments on.  The scoping booklet was widely distributed at community gathering 
spaces along the corridor and a copy was sent to any affected jurisdictions. 
 
The scoping booklet is also posted on the Gateway Corridor 
website: http://thegatewaycorridor.com/documents/2014/Scoping%20Book.pdf 
 
A scoping video has also been produced and is available on the project’s you tube page here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oA8S_eN4Ig 
    
The scoping video is a narrated overview of what is included in the scoping booklet.  The video is 
another tool for stakeholders and the general public to learn more about the project and the scoping 
process.  The video has been viewed approximately 700 times since it was posted on you tube in March. 
 
Scoping Meetings 
Scoping open houses were held on Monday March 24th at the Guardian Angels Church in Oakdale and on 
Tuesday March 25th at Conway Recreational Center in Saint Paul.  The open house format included 
multiple stations were people could learn about various aspects of the project and talk with project staff 
and sponsors.  The scoping video was also played on a continuous loop to allow people to better orient 
themselves to the project.  A court reporter was available for people who wished to give verbal 
comments.  Written comments were also accepted.  Approximately 50 people attended each meeting in 

http://thegatewaycorridor.com/documents/2014/Scoping%20Book.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oA8S_eN4Ig


 
 
addition to project staff and sponsors.  Staff will be preparing a separate summary of the meetings as 
well as the comments received.  All comments will be included in full as a part of the scoping record. 
 
The agency coordination scoping meeting was held on Thursday March 20th and was well attended by 
staff from federal and state agencies and local communities.  The comments received will be included as 
part of the scoping record. 
 
In addition to the scoping meetings, project staff held “pop-up” information sessions at the park-&-rides  
along the corridor and distributed over 700 scoping flyers.  Staff is available to give presentations at any 
community or business group, neighborhood organization, City Council or committee who would like 
more information.   
 
Schedule / Next Steps 
The initiation of the scoping phase began on March 3rd.  A schedule of the remaining key milestones in 
the scoping process is listed below: 
 

• Start of PAC Meeting – scoping comments can be received – April 10, 2014 
• 45-day comment period ends – April 16, 2014 
• TAC / CAC / PAC discussion on preliminary scoping decision – May, 2014 
• PAC / GCC action on preliminary scoping decision – June, 2014 
• WCRRA action on scoping decision – Late June, 2014 

 
Action Requested:  
Information  
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Gateway Corridor Environmental Impact Statement 

PROGRESS REPORT TO THE GATEWAY CORRIDOR COMMISSION –APRIL 2014 

SUBMITTED BY JEANNE WITZIG, KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 

Key Work Activities/Progress during March and early April 2014 

 Meetings 
• Project management team (PMT) - Held meetings on March 5 and April 2.  The March 

meeting was an expanded PMT meeting focusing on review of proposed alignment 
refinements to address potential right of way issues in the I-94 corridor (referred to as 
Tier 1 and 2 alignment concepts).  The April 2 meeting focused on development of a 
Technical Report for FTA that further documents the managed lane decision making 
process during the Alternative Analysis.   

• Federal Transit Administration (FTA) – Held project coordination call with FTA on March 
18, 2014.  The call focused on preparing for the Interagency meeting scheduled for 
March 20, and FTA’s role in that meeting.   

• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) – Held a meeting on March 13 with FHWA, 
MnDOT, Met Council, Ramsey and Washington Counties to discuss managed lane 
concept previously evaluated during the AA process. 

• City of Woodbury Traffic Meeting. – Held a meeting with City of Woodbury and 
Washington County focused on potential traffic impacts at key intersections in 
Woodbury (Radio Drive and Woodbury Drive).   

• Minnesota EQB – On March 12 met with staff at the Minnesota Environmental Quality 
Board to review the process/requirements for a joint federal/state environmental 
document and to discuss the alternative document format for the Gateway Corridor 
during Scoping.   

 Technical Advisory Committee 
• Participated in TAC meeting held on March 19.  Discussion focused on reviewing 

proposed alignment concepts to address potential right of way issues in the I-94 
corridor. 

 Policy Advisory Committee –  
• Participated in February 13 PAC meeting.  Meeting focused on review of upcoming 

scoping activities, and overview of upcoming milestone decisions for the Project, 
including the scoping decision and the locally preferred alternative.   

 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
• The CAC did not meet during this time frame.   

 Scoping Meetings/Process 
• Distributed informational materials at several locations (e.g. existing park and ride 

facilities/community facilities, etc) in the Gateway Corridor on March 12, 2014.   
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• Prepared for and attended Interagency Scoping Meeting held on March 20, 2014.  
Federal agency participants included FTA, FHWA, and EPA, along with state and local 
agencies.   The Scoping video was run and round-robin discussion took place with 
agency participants.   

• Prepared for and attended two public scoping informational meetings were held on 
March 24 and 25.  Display boards along with project staff were in attendance to address 
questions.  A court reporter was also at both meetings to record verbal comments.  The 
Scoping Video was presented at both meetings (continuous feed).   

• Tracking scoping comments received to date.  Comment period closes on April 16, 2014.   
 Other Project Activities 

• Prepared Minnesota EQB submittal documents 
• Initiated work on Technical Memorandum in response to discussions with FHWA and 

FTA regarding managed lane alternative evaluated during the AA 
• Prepared Travel Time/Preliminary Ridership memo for review 
• Completed I-94 Right of Way Analysis Technical Memo.  
• Continued to advance concept designs, focusing on design options at pinch point 

locations.    
• Distributed Cooperating/Participating agency invite letters. 
• Conducted preliminary coordination efforts for upcoming trip to view Orange Line.   
• Initiated economic development/market analysis, focusing on upcoming agency 

interviews to be conducted in mid April.     

Upcoming Activities 

 Prepare for upcoming TAC, CAC, PAC/GCC ,FTA and FHWA meetings. 
 Prepare summary of comments received during the Scoping review process 
 Initiate work on Scoping Decision Document 
 Prepare supporting documents to advance scoping decision recommendations through the 

advisory committee process 
 Prepare Technical Memorandum on managed lane evaluated during the AA for review and 

discussion with FTA and FHWA 
 Hold coordination meeting with FHWA, FTA, MnDOT, Ramsey and Washington County 
 Continue work on ridership analysis.   
 Continue to advance and refine concept alignments/typical sections, with a focus on potential I-

94 ROW impacts  
 Continue to advance data collection in preparation of Draft EIS technical analysis  
 Continue to participate in advance planning/document preparation for upcoming Orange Line 

trip.   
 Conduct background data review and hold on site interviews as part of economic development 

analysis.   
 



 
 

Agenda Item #8 
 

DATE:  April 2, 2014 
 
TO:  Gateway Corridor Commission 
 
FROM:   Staff 
 
RE: Other Items  
 
 
Items 8a. Meeting Dates Summary 
Included below is a summary of the upcoming Commission and DEIS Study meetings. 
 

Month Meeting Date Planned Start Time 
May  PAC (tentative) May 8 2:00 PM 
May  Gateway Corridor Commission May 8 3:30 PM 
June PAC (tentative) June 12 2:00 PM 
June Gateway Corridor Commission June 12  3:30 PM 

 
 
Item 8b. Website and Social Media Updates 
 
Facebook 
The Gateway Corridor Facebook page was launched on Monday, February 20, 2012.  The page currently 
has 396 ‘Likes’.   There have not been any instances where comments have had to be removed during 
this reporting period. 
 
YouTube 
The four YouTube videos of the various alignments are still posted.  The “views” of these videos ranges 
from 190-687.  
 
Website 
For the month of February, there were 1,351 visits to the website. The website is averaging 722 visits 
per month in the last month.  Attached is a summary of the visits per month for 2013 and 2014. 
 
 
Item 8c. Media Articles 
Attached are media articles about the Gateway Corridor from the last month.  
 
 
Action Requested: Information. 
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Go to this reporthttp://www.thegatewaycorridor.com  h…
www.thegatewaycorridor.com

Mar 1, 2014  Mar 31, 2014Audience Overview

Language Visits % Visits

1. enus 1,256 92.97%

2. ptbr 50 3.70%

3. en 14 1.04%

4. eses 4 0.30%

5. ptpt 4 0.30%

6. engb 3 0.22%

7. frfr 3 0.22%

8. esar 2 0.15%

9. elgr 1 0.07%

10. escl 1 0.07%

Overview

 Visits

Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 Mar 29

505050

100100100

Visits

1,351
Unique Visitors

1,038
Pageviews

3,636

Pages / Visit

2.69
Avg. Visit Duration

00:02:29
Bounce Rate

42.71%

% New Visits

67.51%

New Visitor Returning Visitor

32.5%

67.5%

All Visits
100.00%

https://www.google.com/analytics/web/?authuser=0
https://www.google.com/analytics/web/?hl=en&utm_source=pdfReportLink#report/visitors-overview/a2329527w36235216p35658756/%3F_u.date00%3D20140301%26_u.date01%3D20140331/
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Lindsey Wollschlager (left) and Lyssa Leitner

explain how the Gateway Corridor would

impact Globe University at the Lunch and

Learn event on March 28.

Gateway Corridor Could Open Doors to Globe University
March 28, 2014 | Brittney Klingl

“Transportation is the second highest expense per household,” says

Lindsey Wollschlage, community liaison with the Gateway Corridor, a

proposed public transportation project.

During Globe University’s Lunch and Learn event at its corporate office in

Woodbury on Friday, March 28, 2014, Wollschlager and Lyssa Leitner

from Washington County explained how the proposed transit investments

for the I-94 corridor in the east metro might impact Globe University

students and staff.

The Gateway Corridor would cover the 11-mile stretch from downtown St.

Paul to the St. Croix River Bridge, along Interstate 94, Hudson Road and

Highway 12. It would give citizens access to and from commercial centers,

businesses and educational institutions, including Globe University.

Wollschlager and Leitner explained that the transit system would not only

give the growing population easier access to their places of work or school,

but would be economically beneficial and would cut down on traffic congestion.

“The population living along the corridor is expected to grow 30 percent by the year 2030, and 30,000 jobs

are expected to be added,” says Leitner. “Our current highways cannot handle this increase, and the Gateway

Corridor offers a proactive, cost-effective solution.”

Details of the Gateway Corridor are still in the works, including route plans and whether it would be a bus

rapid transit or light rail transit system. The project is currently in the Environmental Impact Stage,

undergoing studies to determine what the effects will be. Depending on funding, it would then move to the

engineering and eventually construction phase in 2018.

“The Gateway Corridor is a vital link,” says Leitner. “We want everyone – all races, all economic levels – to have

access to and from the downtowns and these east metro communities.”

To learn more about the Gateway Corridor visit www.thegatewaycorridor.com and to learn more about Globe
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University visit www.globeuniversity.edu.

By Brittney Klingl.

This entry was posted in Woodbury Campus and tagged Globe University - Woodbury, Lunch & Learn. Bookmark the permalink.

Globe University Blog
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Metropolitan Council Commissioner Harry Melander (District 12, Mahtomedi) spoke to attendees on March 18 at a 

transportation forum held at Woodbury Lutheran Church. (Staff photo by Mike Longaecker)

Supporters push long-shot transportation 
package in Woodbury
By Michael Longaecker on Mar 27, 2014 at 8:42 a.m.

Email Tweet 0

roponents of a statewide transportation package made their case last 

week in Woodbury in the face of long odds that such an effort will make 

serious headway this session at the Capitol.

0Like Share

46°
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ADVERTISEMENTStill, the president of Twin Cities-based 

think tank Growth & Justice came to 

Woodbury Lutheran Church for a March 

18 forum that focused on  MoveMN, the 

transportation finance package that 

would tap  multiple funding streams for 

new roads, bridges and transit projects.

“The needs are obviously there,” Growth 

& Justice President Dane Smith told 

about 50 people gathered at the 

meeting.

He outlined key provisions of the legislation, which lawmakers are 

considering this year. MoveMN would redirect the state’s leased-vehicle tax 

to highway and transit funding and would tack on a three-quarter cent 

increase to the seven-county metro sales tax for transit. The legislation also 

creates a sales tax on wholesale fuel and diverting federal funds toward 

bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

But unless two major groups give their blessing, it appears likely that 

MoveMN won’t be moving anywhere this session.

House Speaker Paul Thissen, DFL-Minneapolis, said that in spite of its 

passage in a House committee on Thursday, the transportation finance 

package lacks “critical components” of a coalition needed to muster the 

political might to push it to Gov. Mark Dayton’s desk.

“Without the support of the business community and Republicans, a 

comprehensive transportation package will not progress any further this 

session,” Thissen said, singling out the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce as 

one of the key entities opposing the legislation.
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Sen. Susan Kent, who was in attendance at last week’s Woodbury 

transportation forum, said she will do all she can to keep MoveMN’s 

momentum going this session. The Woodbury Democrat said she saw how an 

effort last session to keep transportation bonding projects alive led to 

passage.

“We’re making progress on roads now because we kept the conversation 

going,” Kent said. “I’m not saying it’s not going to be challenging.”

Opponents of the MoveMN effort say its tax increases are too much to bear 

for Minnesotans.

Bentley Graves, director of health and transportation policy for the 

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, said businesses first want to see the state 

stretch its dollars further. The Chamber threw its support behind a key veto 

override in 2008, but Bentley noted that support was contingent on the state 

developing efficiencies in transportation.

“We look at that as something that should be the first step,” he said. “If we 

can establish that as a goal … then we’ve laid a solid foundation for a 

discussion for increasing revenue.”

But Kent said widespread transportation problems around the state dictate 

the need for new tax dollars now.

“The magnitude of this problem is so much bigger than that,” she said of the 

Chamber’s call for efficiency.

Attendees at the forum, sponsored by the Stillwater-based River Valley Action 

group, heard from different presenters on various topics surrounding 

transportation issues in the east metro.
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They included Metropolitan Council Commissioner Harry Melander (District 

12, Mahtomedi), who argued in favor of increased transportation funding. He 

and others pointed out that Minnesota currently has one active light-rail line 

with another poised to go live soon.

Melander presented a slide depicting a vast transit network with squiggly 

lines representing the many transportation projects currently in play or 

proposed for development.

“This is what it should look like” Melander said.

Another presenter, Washington County Transit and Planning Manager Jan 

Luck, offered another slide. It depicted the nation’s major metro areas 

represented by sprouting lines depicting their respective transit lines.

She then pointed out Minnesota’s on the map.

“We have a lot of catching up to do,” Luck said.

Washington County has two transit projects in play: the 12-mile Gateway 

Corridor line connecting Woodbury with St. Paul’s Union Depot and the Red 

Rock Corridor, which links Hastings and St. Paul via high-speed transit.

Luck said the future of many transit projects hinge on their ability to garner 

state-level support in hopes of capturing the federal dollars needed to 

complete the financing.

“Current funding levels cannot be sustained,” Luck said.

The east metro, especially, has a difficult time garnering support in the face 

of competing requests from the more heavily populated west metro, 

Melander said.
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“We need a unified voice in the east,” he said, adding that hopes are high for 

progress on Gateway, but “probably (proposed northwest metro line) 

Bottineau will be teed up.”

Smith agreed that east-metro transit projects won’t cultivate support on their 

own.

“The east metro in particular needs to get up on its hind legs,” he said.

Stillwater resident Judy Atkins was among attendees at the forum. She said 

she would like to see light rail extended to the east metro but noted that 

supporters will need to raise their voices.

“We all need to take some action,” Atkins said.
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Michael Longaecker

Mike Longaecker is editor of the Woodbury Bulletin. His coverage includes local crime, legislative activity and prep 

sports. You can follow him on Twitter at @Longaecker

MLongaecker@woodburybulletin.com

(651) 702-0973
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Homeowners should know 

Pioneer Press 

 

Posted:   04/02/2014 12:01:00 AM CDT | Updated:   about 19 hours ago 

 

 

I find it outrageous that the Washington County Public Works Department or the Gateway Corridor 
Commission did not send out information regarding the informational meetings involving plans for light 
rail/bus rapid transit in our area. Last June, an article stated that the rail line would follow Hudson Road; 
now, the plan is to follow Fourth Street to Inwood, or a block over to Third Street, with a transit station 
close to the corner of Fourth and Helmo. Every homeowner in this area should know about this travesty. 
What it will do to the value of our home is just the start of the problems.  

 

Three developments (The Oaks area) are involved here. The strange thing is that the first meeting was 
on Feb. 10, then March 24 and 25, and the last will be April 10 at the City Hall in Woodbury. The last day 
for comments and concerns is April 16, which gives very little time for getting this news out.  

 

Any "snowbirds" will have no knowledge of this until it is too late. The brochure handed out, with a 
comment sheet, states that public concerns and comments will be used in the decision-making. Please, 
get to the April 10 meeting, before our neighborhood is decimated, or talk to someone at Washington 
County Public Works.  

 

Betty Schmitz, Oakdale 
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