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The Gateway Corridor Commission convened at 3:34 p.m. by Chair Weik.
Agenda Item #1. Introductions
Introductions were made by those present.
Agenda Item #2. Election of Officers
Chair Weik requested nominations for the position of Chair. Lantry nominated
Commissioner Weik for Chair. Ortega seconded the nomination. Motion by Lantry to
close nominations. Seconded by Giuliani Stephens. All in favor to elect Lisa Weik as
Chair.
Chair Weik requested nominations for the position of Vice Chair. Lantry nominated
Commissioner Ortega for Vice Chair. Giuliani Stephens seconded the nomination.
Motion by Lantry to close nominations. Seconded by Reinke. All in favor to elect
Rafael Ortega as Vice Chair.
Agenda Item #3. Consent Items
Item 3a. Summary of December 12, 2013 Meeting: Motion made by Nelson to
approve the December 12, 2013 meeting summary. Seconded by Ortega. Approved.
Motion carried.
Item 3b. Checks and Claims: Motion made by Ortega to approve the checks and
claims. Seconded by Lantry. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item #4. 2014 Insurance Renewal
Gitzlaff gave an overview of the insurance renewal as presented in the packet. He noted
that the anticipated 2014/2015 premium would be less than last year’s due to a reduced
Commission budget.
Motion made by Lantry to approve continued coverage with the League of Minnesota
Cities Insurance Trust for 2014/2015 and that the statutory tort liability limits not be
waived as recommended by the Washington County Risk Manager. Seconded by
Williams. Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item #5. 2014 Audit Contract Authorization
Gitzlaff gave an overview of the audit contract and audit requirements as presented in
the packet. He stated Washington County’s Finance Director recommends the
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Commission sign the engagement letter for 2013 and 2014 audits with Clifton Larson
Allen since there are efficiencies with the county budgeting system.
Reinke asked what they are doing for $8,000. Gitzlaff said he participated with them in
last year’s audit and they are spending two to three days on site; they’re going through
the books, meeting with the fund manager, the finance team, and they are going
through the contracts at a very detailed level. If the Commission did want to look for
other entities to conduct the audit it could be done; however, the Washington County
Finance Director felt the price was in-line with the level of services performed. He added
that they also did a presentation to the Commission on the findings of the audit.
Motion made by Lantry to authorize the Chair to sign the Engagement Letter with Clifton
Larson Allen to perform audit services for the year ending December 31, 2013 and for
the year ended December 31, 2014. Seconded by Ortega. Approved. Motion carried.
Reinke opposed.
Agenda Item #6. Communication Contract
Gitzlaff noted a correction to the packet stating the contract period would run from
March 1, 2014 to February 28, 2015. He gave an overview of the contract request and
discussed the scope of work listed in the packet.
Reinke said the videos are well done; however, if BRT is a viable option, the
presentation of BRT in the videos is lacking. If we’re trying to help people understand by
a picture, we should consider current or updated images. He added that since we are
looking at both BRT and LRT options we still need to show both modes. Reinke said the
images being used are standard buses and that’s not what we’re talking about; we need
more realistic images. Giuliani Stephens said the representative from Cleveland offered
help and they have a true BRT line; maybe they have some good video of BRT we
could use.
Motion made by Lantry to authorize WCRRA on behalf of the Commission to amend the
contract with Jeff Dehler Public Relations to provide communication and legislative
support services through the end of February 28, 2015 in the amount of $110,000 over
the base contract consistent with the attached scope of work. Seconded by Williams.
Approved. Motion carried.
Agenda Item #7. Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation
Leitner provided background on the project to develop and implement engagement and
conversations about transit planning in the east side community. Fostering East Side
Transit Equity Conversations (FESTEC) was contracted by the RCRRA and funded
through the Corridors of Opportunity Grant received by the region. She gave an
overview of the project and grant as presented in the packet and introduced Deanna
Foster with the Dayton’s Bluff Community Council.
Foster said she is the Executive Director of Dayton’s Bluff District Four Community
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Council. She introduced Mikael Carlson with the East Side Prosperity Campaign and
Jesus Ramirez who is a Dayton’s Bluff Board member and also one of the FESTEC
organizers. Foster said the money was allocated three years ago, it took two and onehalf years to decide how to use the funds, and they gave FESTEC six months to do the
project. With the time crunch, they decided to do things a bit differently.
Foster said the word ‘equity’ was added to the project because of the ten organizers
involved and the training they received; nine of the ten organizers were of color and
were people who were able to reach into the communities that traditionally they weren’t
able to reach. Equity is a part of the project and it means that everyone gets a voice;
they consciously look at the impact to different groups.
Ramirez said he had to obtain and learn all the information in a quick fashion while
working with other organizers who weren’t trained to be organizers. It was historical.
Nine people of color in an organization learning about transit to keep the conversation
open with community members is historical. The organizers are not presenting a
perspective but offering an opportunity to have an exchange in the dialog. Ramirez said
each of the events was historical due to the results; over 100 people attended the town
hall meeting, a covenant was signed together, and they had the ability to bring in people
who already demonstrated positions of leadership.
Foster showed diagram of how they are trying to bring the community residents together
with the transit professionals to help them understand transit planning. FESTEC brought
the language of the people to the professionals; the transit professions came to the
meetings and began to get a whole different view of what the community was thinking
about transit and what their needs were with transit. FESTEC wants to bring the two
together. Foster said the six-month contract became a start for them and they have
gone after other funding to keep FESTEC going. The long-term plan is a five-year
project of interaction on the east side of all the transit planning that’s going on. The new
project has a steering committee including Washington County, Ramsey County, the
City of St. Paul and Metro Transit. FESTEC received $70,000 in funding to keep going
for 2014; $18,000 from Community Engagement Team, and $70,000 from the Central
Corridor Funders Collaborative. They are seeking an $110,000 budget to continue to go
forward.
Carlson stated he previously presented some survey data back in 2011 with Engage
East Side. We are now in year three and have FESTEC representing all four district
councils. Engage East Side has $18,000 which is being used to form a resident network
and move it beyond organizational staff members and put it in the hands of interested
residents. This will be the final year of Engage East Side and it will move into FESTEC.
When people are interested in transit, they can be directed to the resident network
which is an opportunity to move it beyond community organizations to residents.
Carlson said this is a start to continue for the next five years; the impacts of transit are
very important to the population on the east side since it is largely transit dependent.
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Leitner said the reason this project was so successful is because the residents know
who their representatives are verses having some unknown person knocking on their
door. It makes an impact when someone from the community engages people in their
own community. The Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS) is an international
transportation organization that fosters women in the transportation field and this project
won the Minnesota Rosa Parks Leadership and Diversity Award.
Slawik said Maplewood is intertwined with the east side and thanked the FESTEC
representatives for their work.
Agenda Item #8. Communications Update
Item 8a. Outreach Activities:
Gitzlaff referred to the outreach activities listed in the packet noting that it has been
pretty extensive since the last Gateway Corridor Commission meeting. He reviewed the
upcoming activities noting the scoping dates for open houses have been announced
and are included in the upcoming outreach items.
Slawik asked if the scoping would be included in the bulletins of area churches. Reinke
agreed that providing information through the churches is a great way of communicating
to residents. Churches are also used as Park-and-Ride locations.
Item 8b. Public Relations Activities:
Gitzlaff gave a brief update of recent public relations activities. Dehler thanked the
Commission for approval of the contract for legislative activities stating it will be critical
to provide that full-court press at the legislature this year.
Item 8c. Legislative Support Strategy:
Lucke said a legislative strategy team has been formed and is meeting every two
weeks; the team is open to all Commission members and is meeting with legislators
who are interested in supporting the corridor. She thanked Senator Kent and
Representative Ward for attending today’s meeting. Lucke said build.mn is a web site
launched by the Senate Capitol Investment Committee and has an invitation to post
projects requesting bonding support. The site was launched a few weeks ago and
Gateway will be posting on it soon. Lucke said Move Minnesota held a joint meeting on
Monday of Senate and House Transportation Committees to outline the purpose and
need for greater transportation funding in Minnesota. Gateway the only transitway that
was invited to testify at the meeting and it was an honor to be there. Michael Meyer,
Chair of the CAC also testified on behalf of the Gateway Corridor.
Scott Beauchamp, St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce said there is a Gateway
Corridor Breakfast being organized by the Woodbury and St. Paul Chambers. It is a
meeting for business leaders, legislators, and community leaders to come together and
get everyone behind the corridor for the upcoming bonding request. Williams asked how
the invites were sent. Beauchamp said by email and mail and asked members to RSVP.
Slawik requested the flyer show the location as the City of Maplewood and not as the
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City of St. Paul.
Slawik asked who should be contacted to keep Gateway in the focus of legislators.
Senator Kent said John Kaul, lobbyist for Washington County, has done a great job of
keeping this focused. Lucke concurred stating legislators could help by talking to other
legislators as that would be more meaningful than conversations between staff and
legislators. Ortega said with regard to Move Minnesota and transportation, Ramsey
County has a qualifier for who they support; Ramsey County wants to have equity
between the east and west metro. As we move forward we need to tie the messages
together. Slawik asked how equity was being defined. Ortega said it has a lot to do with
the economic prosperity of the region as a whole; population has a lot to do with what
makes a corridor viable; however, we’re talking about balance in equity in investments
between the east and west metro. Transit plays a big role in regional growth and we
need to stick together. Williams said she is a consistent user of rush hour transit in both
Ramsey and Washington counties and there has been a significant transit focus in the
west metro. The west metro gets the infrastructure because of the population and they
get the population because they have the transit. Until we get people to seriously look at
the transit issues in the east metro, we will struggle with the population growth. Ortega
said the population isn’t the issue; Ramsey County is the second biggest contributor of
tax funds and we want some of the investment back. The issue is to let people at the
legislature and everyone else know that we want equity and we’re integral to the
success of the region. Watson said one focus that needs more emphasis is that we
have a great burden to overcome the general perception of this project and others like it
that it is a levy burden as opposed to a positive asset that will grow the community.
Giuliani Stephens commented that Matt Kramer was right on when he said this is the
tipping point for the businesses here; are you really going to put your money where your
mouth is and make the investments on the east side?
Agenda Item #9. Legislative Update
Item 9a. State:
Roggenbuck, RCRRA, updated the Commission members stating three committee
deadlines for bills were announced by the House and Senate Leadership: March 21st is
the first deadline, March 28th is the second, and the final is April 4th. The House and
Senate Finance Committee need to act favorably on major appropriation finance bills at
the final deadline. The session officially begins on Tuesday, February 25th, and again on
May 19th. Roggenbuck said he attended the joint meeting on February 10th and there is
still a lot of good information on the lack of funding for transportation and the
consequences of not increasing funding for transportation.
Item 9b. Federal:
Gitzlaff said at the last Commission meeting requests were made for updates on the
comments submitted in 2013 for Map 21 and if the comments were incorporated or not
incorporated into the rules. He referred to the memo from Lockridge Grindal in the
packet that compares what was submitted and what the final rules are. Overall, FTA did
not change much from the notice of rulemaking to what the final rule was. One of the
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changes is that FTA used to look at a 20-year horizon for projects and is now looking at
current year or long range horizons; by looking at more of the current year, it favors the
bigger projects and the established systems as opposed to the growing corridors. We
did submit comments and FTA came back and said the two can be weighted, which is
somewhat of a compromise. Gitzlaff said the second item worth noting is breakpoints for
the different categories; ridership thresholds didn’t change based on project cost. FTA
kept the same categories but it did lower the thresholds which could be beneficial to the
Gateway Corridor. Gitzlaff noted it may be time to take a look again at the top Gateway
Corridor alternatives to see how they are comparing with New Starts. He stated a good
time would be at the end of the scoping session; we know the costs and ridership from
the AA are changing and by waiting a month or two, we can give the Commission a
better snapshot as how this project will compete at the Federal level.
Agenda Item #10. Transit Tour
Gitzlaff said the 2014 approved budget included a visit to a peer region. The purpose
would be to experience another transit line that has similar characteristics to what is
being proposed for the Gateway Corridor and also to identify strategies learned that
could be applied to this region. He said staff has been brainstorming on potential
locations and how this trip could be formed, but would like input on how the Commission
would like to make the trip happen; who should go, who is the target audience, and
what the timing of the trip is. Staff did target late May as a timeframe since it will take a
couple of months to organize a trip of this nature. Gitzlaff said we know the Commission
members are definitely the target audience and asked if there are others as well;
potentially legislators, community development staff, cities or city council members, or
members of the business community. He commented that it could be a small group or a
larger group because a lot of people can benefit from experiencing another transit
system. As part of that discussion, the Commission should look at how it would sponsor
people going and who would go. Gitzlaff said that as precedence, the DC trip last year
reimbursed attendees $750, which wasn’t the full cost of the trip but was a significant
portion. In this stipend situation, the members attending made their own travel
arrangements and hotel bookings.
Gitzlaff said another thing to think about is what the important characteristics the
Commission would want to see on a tour are. Staff identified a few such as a dedicated
guideway, a newer or more established system, what type of transit oriented
development, urban or suburban context, similar sized region, and having the ability to
meet with the project sponsors to learn lessons from them.
Gitzlaff named four possibilities stating not one of them meets all of the characteristics:
1. Emerald Express, Eugene, Oregon: This is a BRT corridor that is eight miles long
with four miles being dedicated guideway. It is a relatively newer system without
a lot of development around it.
2. Health Line, Cleveland Ohio: This is a very well regarded BRT system in an
urban context. This was a complete reconstruction of an arterial roadway with
about 40 stations. This is also about two hours distance from Pittsburgh which
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has some established dedicated guideway BRT.
3. Crystal Line, Washington DC: Staff recently learned this system will not be
opening until late fall; therefore, it may need to be reconsidered.
4. Orange Line, Las Angeles, California: This is a dedicated guideway BRT located
on a former rail right-of-way. It’s 15 to 16 miles long with about 14 stops and
does travel through a suburban context. He added that Kimley-Horn was the
consultant for this project and has connections with the project sponsors.
Luck commented that she was involved with tours with Anoka County and their biggest
tour included 44 people. Tours can be very transformative for city planners and
economic developers who haven’t experienced them before. Williams asked how long
the Health Line system is. Gitzlaff said it is 9.2 miles with 40 stops and they are
planning an extension from that line as well. Giuliani Stephens said the Orange Line
would be more appealing since it is suburban. She asked if staff had any details on
what that suburban looks like; how long the suburban area is and if there is
development along it. Gitzlaff said the line starts in North Hollywood which is dense
suburban and then heads northwest through suburban areas. The level of development
varies as you get further out; it doesn’t get rural, but it gets to more like a Woodbury
area. He added that it has been doing well as far as ridership; there were some condos
going up, there are a couple business districts along the line, and it has a bike path that
runs parallel the entire way of the corridor. Williams asked if the Orange Line runs north
through Hollywood. Witzig said she would need to check but there is a connection with
the Red Line so it is a multi-modal connection. Gitzlaff said there is a video on YouTube
of the Orange Line.
Lucke commented that of the tours she attended for the Northstar Line, the most
successful were the ones that the host community helped organize and design. She
suggested contacting the individual line sponsors to see what the reception is. Giuliani
Stephens added that we should have our questions and objectives prepared in
advance. Weik asked if there was any objection to having a broader audience and
including development staff from cities. Giuliani Stephens commented that having a
cross section with businesses is huge. Weik requested a table showing the
characteristics of the lines to compare with what Gateway is planning to see which
would be best.
Gitzlaff said he is hearing Orange and Health Lines as options to look further into.
Reinke said he would rather go to Eugene Oregon if it’s more applicable and there is a
connection potential. Weik commented that the tour should be scheduled no sooner
than the end of May so state law makers could be invited.
Agenda Item #11. DEIS Study Update
Gitzlaff stated there are two vacancies on the CAC. Resignations were received from
Tom Sorel, who represented a broader transportation perspective, and Elaine Santore,
who represented a rural perspective of the corridor. It’s been suggested to review the
original list of applicants submitted and contact a potential fit to see if their still
Page 8 of 9

Gateway Corridor Commission

Thursday, February 13, 2014

interested and/or Commission members can let staff know of other potential
recommendations to fill those two roles. Gitzlaff said the same committee structure of
Weik, Giuliani Stephens, Williams, and Lantry would be used to review and make the
selection recommendations. Lucke distributed a list of those who applied and who is
currently serving noting that many of the applicants not currently serving didn’t fit the
profile for the positions that were vacated; therefore, we are likely looking for new
applicants. Giuliani Stephens concurred stating they want to look for that technical
expertise that Tom Sorel had. Lucke added the other position was from rural area.
Agenda Item #12. Other
Item 12a. Meeting Dates Summary:
Information on upcoming meeting dates is included in the packet. Gitzlaff offered
additional copies of the open house summary to anyone needing one.
Item 12b. Social Media and Website Update:
An update is printed in the packet for Commission member’s information.
Item 12c. Media Articles:
Recent media articles are printed in the packet for Commission member’s information.
Agenda Item #13. Adjourn
Weik called the meeting adjourned at 5:07 p.m.
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Agenda Item #2b
DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Checks and Claims

Gateway Corridor DEIS Contract (Kimley Horn)
Dates
12/1/13 – 12/30/13

$164,238.92

1/1/14 – 1/31/14

$55,501.83

Contract Utilization = 25%
Total
Detailed invoices can be made available upon request.
Action Requested:
Approval

$219,740.75

Agenda Item #3
DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) Overview Presentation

CTIB was formed in 2008, as a result of legislation passed by the Minnesota Legislature that authorized
metropolitan area counties to impose a quarter-cent sales tax and a $20 motor vehicle excise tax for the
purpose of funding transitway improvements. CTIB’s goal is to accelerate transit development and
catalyze economic development in the five counties of Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey and
Washington by funding transitway engineering, construction and operations for light rail transit (LRT),
bus rapid transit (BRT), and commuter rail projects.
Mary Richardson, from Richardson, Richter & Associates, Inc., the administrative consultant for CTIB, will
give an overview presentation highlighting the preliminary findings from a Program of Projects study
recently conducted by CTIB and CTIB‘s 2014 State Legislative priorities.
Action Requested:

Information

Agenda Item #4
DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Transit Tour

Background
The Commission’s 2014 travel budget and work plan identifies going to a peer region as a priority for
2014. The purpose of the trip would be to experience another transit system/line with similar
characteristics as what is being proposed in the Gateway Corridor and identify strategies lessons learned
that could be applied to our region. Staff is targeting late May / early June timeframe for the trip. This
item was discussed in greater detail at the February Commission meeting.
Potential Trip Options
At the February meeting, the following important characteristics to incorporate into a tour were
discussed:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dedicated Guideway and high level of transit amenities
System in Operation
TOD examples
Urban and suburban contexts
Similar sized region
Ability to Meet with Project Sponsors

Staff also worked with the DEIS consultant team, who has experience working on transit projects
throughout the Country to prepare the following short list of potential options.
•
•
•
•

Emerald Express (EmX), Eugene Oregon
Health Line Cleveland Ohio
Crystal Line, Washington D.C.
Orange Line, Las Angeles, California

At the meeting, the Commission discussed the merits of each of these options and asked staff to do a
little more research on each of the potential transit lines, what could be learned from them, and who
the Commission could meet with at each of these locations.
In response, Staff has put together the attached comparative matrix for all of the short-listed trip
options, with the exception of the Crystal Line in Washington D.C. since the opening day for that line has
not been determined yet. The Commission should review the list and identify a preferred destination.

Potential Trip Attendees
At the February meeting the Commission discussed who should go on the trip. There was a general
consensus that in addition to Commission members it would be valuable for others to learn from the
experience. For example, project staff, staff from corridor Cities and Counties, fellow Council and
Commission members, community advisory committee members, business representatives and State
legislators could also benefit from this learning experience.
The Commission also directed staff to prepare some options for reimbursement for some of the travel
costs in the form of a stipend as was done for the DC trip. The estimated cost assuming a 2 night hotel
stay, airfare and ground transportation and meals would be approximately $1,000 to $1,300 per person
depending on the destination. The Commission could offer a stipend of $500 or $750 to cover
approximately ½ the costs of the trip consistent with the DC trip
It is customary for Business community members to pay their own way for trips of this nature. Staff is
further looking into whether it is permitted to reimburse expnses for State Legislators. Although some
may have their own budget set aside for educational trips of this nature. Stipends could be offered to
the City, County and Township members of the Commission. A set amount of stipends could be
designated for each community on the Commission. The communities could invite staff, elected officials
and/or advisory committee members as deemed appropriate. The Commission could also consider
setting aside a few stipends for Citizens Advisory Committee members
The Commission should discuss the amount of the stipend, who would be eligible, and generally how
many stipends would be available.
Action Requested:
Discussion

HealthLine
9.2
59

Eugene, OR

Emerald Express (EmX)
8
24

Los Angeles, CA

Capital Costs (Millions)
Year Opened
Dedicated Guideway

$168
2008
YES

$24
2007
YES

$350
2005
YES

Estimated % dedicated

90%

60%

75%

Peak Period Frequency
Passing Lanes at
Station Stops
Vehicle Branding
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Urban
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Downtown Cleveland
Midtown
Fairfax
University Circle
East Cleveland Suburbs

Downtown Springfield
Downtown Eugene
University of Oregon
Gateway Mall
Sacred Heart Medical Center

North Hollywood
Sepulveda Station
Warner Center
Van Huys
Reseda

Suburban context?
Similar region size??
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Transitway Name
Length (miles)
Stops / Stations

Notable TOD projects
/opportunities:

Cleveland, OH

Orange Line
14.2
14

Agenda Item #5a
DATE:

March 5, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Gateway Corridor Outreach Activities

The Gateway project team has been arranging outreach meetings to stakeholders along the corridor.
These stakeholders range from local community city councils, council districts, business chambers,
individual businesses, community groups and others. Included below is a summary of the Commission’s
outreach activities.

Upcoming Outreach

Stakeholder
Policy Advisory Committee-Scoping Hearing
Globe University
DEIS Scoping Open House, Conway Rec Center
DEIS Scoping Open House, Guardian Angels
Interagency Scoping Meeting
FHWA
Landfall HRA
Environmental Quality Board
Park and Rides

Previous Outreach

Stakeholder
Legislative Strategy
Engage East Side – Gateway Event
Washington County Board
Gateway Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast
Guardian Angels Finance Committee
Legislative Strategy
Policy Advisory Committee/Commission
Woodbury Chamber
FTA Call
Community Advisory Committee
D1/D2 Open House
St. Paul Area Chamber
Harley Davidson

Status
Meeting – April 10, 2014
Presentation – March 28, 2014
Open House – March 25, 2014
Open House – March 24, 2014
Meeting – March 20, 2014
Meeting – March 13, 2014
Presentation – March 12, 2014
Meeting – March 12, 2014
Flyer handout – March 12, 2014

Status
Meeting – February 28, 2014
Meeting – February 25, 2014
Workshop – February 25, 2014
Meeting – February 20, 2014
Meeting – February 19, 2014
Meeting – February 14, 2014
Meeting – February 13, 2014
Presentation – February 12, 2014
Call – February 12, 2014
Meeting – February 10, 2014
Open House – February 6, 2014
Presentation – February 6, 2014
Meeting – February 3, 2014

Technical Advisory Committee
Legislative Strategy
Washington County Administrators
St. Paul East Side Groups
TAC Staff from Woodbury, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo
FTA Call
Driving tour of Corridor w/ Senator Housley
Technical Advisory Committee
“Get to Know Woodbury” Realtors event
3M Staff
Policy Advisory Committee
Community Advisory Committee
FHWA Staff
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation
District 2 Community Council
Technical Advisory Committee
FTA Conference Call
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation
MnDOT, Met Council, County leadership
FTA Tour
St. Paul District 1 Community Council
Landfall
Technical Advisory Committee
Lake Elmo
MnDOT/Met Council/County Staff
East Side Area Business Association
East Side Partners
Policy Advisory Committee
Community Advisory Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
FTA
Fostering an East Side Transit Conversation – Engage ES
St. Paul Transportation Committee
Woodbury staff
Oakdale staff
Maplewood staff
Lake Elmo staff
3M
Metro State
St. Paul staff
Community Advisory Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
FTA
East Side Groups Update

Meeting – January 29, 2014
Meeting – January 3, 2014
Presentation – January 22, 2014
Meeting – January 21, 2014
Meeting – January 9, 2014
Call – January 7, 2014
Tour – December 27, 2013
Meeting – December 18, 2013
Booth – December 18, 2013
Meeting – December 16, 2013
Meeting – December 12, 2013
Meeting – December 9, 2013
Meeting – December 6, 2013
Transit Summit – December 5, 2013
Presentation – November 20, 2013
Meeting – November 20, 2013
Meeting – November 13, 2013
Town Hall – November 7, 2013
Meeting – November 1, 2013
Tour – November 1, 2013
Presentation – October 28, 2013
Meeting – October 25, 2013
Meeting – October 16, 2013
Presentation – October 15, 2013
Meeting – October 11, 2013
Presentation – October 10, 2013
Meeting – October 8, 2013
Meeting – October 10, 2013
Meeting – September 30, 2013
Meeting – September 25, 2013
Coordination Call #2 – September 25, 2013
Presentation – September 25, 2013
Meeting – September 22, 2013
Meeting – September 12, 2013
Meeting – September 12, 2013
Meeting – September 11, 2013
Meeting – September 10, 2013
Meeting – September 4, 2013
Meeting – August 29, 2013
Meeting – August 29, 2013
Meeting – August 26, 2013
Meeting – August 21, 2013
Coordination Call – August 15, 2013
Meeting – August 13, 2013

Policy Advisory Committee
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side
Technical Advisory Committee
Hot Dogs and Transit – Engage East Side
Development Forum
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability
Engage East Side Resident Network staff
Woodbury Chamber – Eggs and Issues
District 1 Community Council
Woodbury Lions Club
Maplewood Lions Club
Cottage Grove City Council
Maplewood Planning Commission
District 4 Community Council
Action Requested:

Information

Start of DEIS

Meeting – August 8, 2013
Booth – August 3, 2013
Meeting – July 24, 2013
Booth – July 13, 2013
June 24, 2013
Staff level meeting – June 7, 2013
Discussion on CAC – May 31, 2013
Presentation – April 12, 2013
Booth at open house – March 25, 2013
Presentation – March 5, 2013
Presentation – January 28, 2013
Presentation – January 16, 2013
Presentation – January 15, 2013
Staff Meeting – January 9, 2013

Agenda Item #5b and c

DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Jeff Dehler Public Relations

RE:

Gateway Corridor Communications and Public Relations Update for February 2014

Summary of Activities
The Communications and Public Relations team, comprised of Jeff Dehler Public Relations, Richardson Richter and
Associates and Jill Brown, built momentum on the Commission's legislative strategies, completed four outreach
meetings, sent out a news release on scoping, distributed an e-newsletter, and refreshed the website to adjust
the focus to the scoping period.
Legislative
The Feb. 20 Gateway event at Wells Fargo, held in coordination with St. Paul Area Chamber and Woodbury Area
Chamber of Commerce, brought together business and elected leaders to learn more about the project and the
bonding request in this legislative session. Elected officials from all levels of government attended, including
Congresswomen Betty McCollum. The communications team developed supporting communications materials for
legislative activities.
Community Engagement/Business Outreach
Presentations were given to the Woodbury Chamber of Commerce board on Feb. 12 and the St. Paul Chamber
Transportation Committee on Feb. 6. Also, there was a meeting Feb. 11 with the chair of the Woodbury Chamber.
Community Engagement
An e-newsletter was distributed Feb. 28. The data base has grown to nearly 1,000 subscribers. A link to the enewsletter was posted on Facebook.
Media Relations
A Feb. 28 news release promoted the scoping period and immediately generated articles in Finance & Commerce
and the Pioneer Press.
Website
Revisions were made to TheGatewayCorridor.com to place emphasis on the scoping period and keep other
information current.
Next steps
In March, the Communications team will focus on the legislative effort, as well as, promoting the next

video and meeting with community and business organizations.

Agenda Item #6
DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

DEIS Update

Committee Updates
The Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Policy Advisory
Committee (PAC) have not met since the last Commission meeting. However, all of the committees
have been assisting in finalized scoping documents and getting the word out about the upcoming
scoping open houses and official comment period.
Scoping Materials
A scoping booklet has been prepared that summarizes the environmental process, the purpose and
need of the project, the options that are under consideration and how the public can comment and
what we would like comments on. The scoping booklet was widely distributed at community gathering
spaces along the corridor and a copy was sent to any affected jurisdictions.
The scoping booklet is also posted on the Gateway Corridor
website: http://thegatewaycorridor.com/documents/2014/Scoping%20Book.pdf
A scoping video has also been produced and is available on the project’s you tube page here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oA8S_eN4Ig
The scoping video is a narrated overview of what is included in the scoping booklet. The video is
another tool for stakeholders and the general public to learn more about the project and the scoping
process. We will also be playing during the scoping open houses and other community meetings. If
time permitted, the video can be played at the Commission meeting as well.
Schedule / Next Steps
The initiation of the scoping phase began on March 3rd. A schedule of key milestones in the scoping
process are listed below:

•
•
•
•

Notice of Intent to start scoping published in Federal Register and Scoping Booklet
released - February 27, 2014
Start of 45-day scoping comment period – March 3, 2014
Interagency Staff Level Scoping Meeting – Thursday, March 20th
Official Scoping Meetings
o Open House 1 - Monday, March 24, 2014, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., at Guardian
Angels Catholic Church (8260 4th Street N, Oakdale, MN 55128)

•
•
•
•

o Open House 2 - Tuesday, March 25, 2014, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., at Conway
Recreation Center (2090 Conway Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55119)Scoping
Decision (May/June 2014)
o Start of PAC Meeting – scoping comments can be received – April 10, 2014
45-day comment period ends – April 16, 2014
TAC / CAC / PAC discussion on preliminary scoping decision – May, 2014
PAC / GCC action on preliminary scoping decision – June, 2014
WCRRA action on scoping decision – Late June, 2014

In addition to the scoping meetings, project staff will be hosting “pop-up” information session
throughout the corridor and will available to give presentations at any community or business group,
neighborhood organization, City Council or committee who would like more information. All scoping
materials will also be placed on the gateway corridor website.
Community Advisory Committee Vacancies
Staff has been working with the sub-committee of the Commission to identify replacements for the two
vacancies on the Commission. Staff will provide a verbal update on this process at the meeting.
Action Requested:
Information

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Page 1

Gateway Corridor Environmental Impact Statement
PROGRESS REPORT TO THE GATEWAY CORRIDOR COMMISSION – MARCH 2014
SUBMITTED BY JEANNE WITZIG, KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

Key Work Activities/Progress during February and early March 2014


Meetings
• Project management team (PMT) - Held meetings on February 5, 19 and an expanded
PMT meeting to discussion design options on March 5, 2014. Meetings focused on
finalizing the Scoping Booklet, preparing for the February 6 open house, and corridor
wide design options.
• Federal Transit Administration (FTA) – Held project coordination call with FTA on
February 12, 2014. Key items discussed included finalizing the Scoping Booklet and
confirming open house process/dates, coordination with potential Cooperating
Agencies, including FHWA, and discussing overall project schedule.



Policy Advisory Committee
• Participated in PAC meeting held on February 13. Discussion focused on input from the
CAC meeting (February 10), upcoming Scoping Activities, and review of the milestone
actions/decisions for the Gateway Corridor, including Scoping Booklet, Scoping Decision
Document, LPA decision, and Draft EIS analysis and publication.



Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
• The CAC met on February 10. The CAC covered topics including: overview of scoping
process/activities, February 6 open house update, overview of I-94 right-of-way
constraints and ridership update.



Primary Work Activities
• Completed Scoping Booklet
• Distributed Scoping Booklet and prepared Scoping outreach materials
• Prepared PREZI video
• Prepared Minnesota EQB submittal documents
• Prepare for and attend meetings with EQB staff, city of Woodbury and FHWA
• Continued to work on ridership analysis.
• Completed draft of I-94 Right of Way Analysis Technical Memo.
• Continued to advance concept designs, focusing on design options at pinch point
locations.
• Continued to work on Traffic Analysis Technical Report.
• Finalized Cooperating/Participating agency invite letters.
• Prepared summary of February 6, 2014 open house

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

•

Page 2

Prepared for and attended meetings referenced in this document

Upcoming EIS Activities








Prepare for upcoming TAC, CAC, PAC/GCC and FTA meetings.
Prepare for Scoping Open Houses and Interagency meeting in March.
Finalize I-94 ROW Analysis Memo for committee review.
Continue work on ridership analysis.
Continue to advance and refine concept alignments/typical sections, with a focus on potential I94 ROW impacts
Send out Cooperating and Participating Agency invitation letters
Continue to advance data collection in preparation of Draft EIS technical analysis
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The Gateway Corridor Project Seeks Your Input
Scoping Meetings
Formal public Scoping meetings are
scheduled for the following dates and
locations:
Scoping Open House #1
Monday, March 24, 4:30-6:30 PM
Guardian Angels Church
8260 4th Street N, Oakdale, MN 55128
Scoping Open House #2
Tuesday, March 25, 4:30-6:30 PM
Conway Recreation Center
2090 Conway Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55119
Policy Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 10, 2:00 PM
Woodbury City Hall
8301 Valley Creek Rd, Woodbury, MN 55125
The PAC will be hearing comments and
accepting comments at their April 10th
Meeting.

If you are interested in the Gateway Corridor project, we encourage
you to take part in the Scoping process. Project planners are
especially interested in your input on:
• The purpose and need for the project
• The alternatives proposed for study
• Project impacts or benefits that should be evaluated
To participate in scoping attend a scoping meeting, or email, mail,
or fax your comment to share your thoughts about the project.

Submit Your Comments
You can submit comments in writing by U.S. mail,
e-mail or fax, to:
Andy Gitzlaff, Project Manager
Washington County Public Works
11660 Myeron Road, N., Stillwater, MN 55082

Phone: 651-430-4300
Email: gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us
Fax:
651-430-4350
Comments may also be submitted directly via the
Gateway Corridor website www.thegatewaycorridor.com
The scoping period closes on April 16, 2014.
All Comments must be received by that date.

Inwood

(BRT), and express bus alternatives in the Gateway
Corridor. The Alternatives Analysis identified two
transitway alternatives to be carried forward for study in
the Draft EIS: Alternative 3 – BRT on I-94 and Hudson Road
and Alternative 5 – LRT on I-94 and Hudson Road. The
Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Transportation Policy Plan,
the region’s long-range transportation plan, identified the
Gateway Corridor for implementation prior to 2030.

What studies have been done on the
Gateway Corridor?

How are decisions made for the
Gateway Corridor?

Most recently, the Gateway Alternatives Analysis
compared the benefits, costs, and impacts of a range
of light rail transit (LRT), commuter rail, bus rapid transit

The Gateway Corridor Commission, comprised of the
Washington and Ramsey County Regional Railroad
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The Gateway Corridor is a proposed transitway intended
to improve mobility in the eastern part of the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area. Located in Ramsey and Washington
Counties, the Gateway Corridor transitway will extend
approximately 12 miles from downtown St. Paul east
through the East Side neighborhoods of St. Paul and the
suburbs of Maplewood, Landfall, Oakdale, and Woodbury
with transit connections to Minneapolis. The route would
run generally parallel to I-94 in dedicated right-of-way.
Beyond the transitway, Gateway Corridor would serve
a broader commuter market to the east, including the
communities of Lake Elmo, West Lakeland Township,
Afton, and Hudson, Wisconsin.
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Authorities and the Gateway Corridor cities, with input
from the public and corridor stakeholders, will identify
and recommend a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for
the project to the Metropolitan Council. Action on the
LPA by the Metropolitan Council is anticipated in Summer
2014. The Gateway Corridor intends to seek federal funds
from the Federal Transit Administration’s New Starts
program for capital investments. Ongoing community
input, the requirements of the FTA New Starts program,
and adherence to federal and state environmental
regulations are central to realization of the Gateway
Corridor, as illustrated below.

Transitway Development Process
FTA &
Environmental
Process
Local Decision
Making
Project
Activities

Project
Development

Corridor Planning
(4 years)
Alternatives
Draft EIS
Analysis

We are Here

Scoping
Meetings

(2 years)
Final Record of
EIS Decision

Engineering
(2 years)

Construction
(3 years)

Operations

Draft EIS Hearings
Locally Preferred Alternative Process: Corridor Cities, Counties, Gateway Corridor Commission, and the Metropolitan Council

Ongoing Public Engagement
Community Meetings, Open Houses, Focus Groups, Public Hearings, Committee Meetings, Email Blasts, Web and Social Media

What is the Gateway Corridor Draft
Environmental Impact Statement?
The Gateway Corridor Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (Draft EIS) will provide decision-makers and
the public with a full discussion of the environmental
impacts of constructing and operating each of the transit
alternatives under consideration for the Gateway Corridor.
The Draft EIS will disclose potential impacts to the built
and natural environment and reasonable ways to avoid
or minimize those impacts. Agencies and the public
will have the opportunity to provide comments on the
contents of the Draft EIS.
The Draft EIS will be followed by a Final EIS, which will
identify the preferred alternative and describe the
mitigation measures that will be incorporated into the
transitway project.

Preparation of the Draft EIS and Final EIS will satisfy both
federal and state environmental requirements under
the National Environmental Policy Act and Minnesota
Environmental Policy Act, respectively.

What is Scoping?
Scoping is the process of determining which transit
alternatives and issues will be evaluated and assessed in
the Draft EIS. Scoping is an opportunity to: confirm the
purpose and need for the project; identify appropriate
transit alternatives that address those needs; name
significant issues that should be studied in the Draft
EIS; and eliminate issues that are not significant or have
already been adequately addressed in earlier studies.

March3, 2014 SCOPING COMMENT PERIOD BEGINS
Comment on the purpose and need for the
project, the proposed transit alternatives, and
the potential environmental benefits and
impacts of the project. Comments help to
define the issues studied in the Draft EIS.

April 16, 2014
SCOPING COMMENT
PERIOD ENDS

[ COMMENT PERIOD ]

March 3, 2014 SCOPING BOOKLET
PUBLISHED
The Scoping Booklet will provide information on the intended scope of the Draft
EIS. The Scoping Booklet will help to
navigate stakeholders through the
Scoping process and will be available at
www.thegatewaycorridor.com and at
libraries and city halls in the corridor.

Submit your questions, comments, and ideas for the
Gateway Corridor to gatewaycorridor@co.washington.
mn.us or Washington County Public Works, 11660 Myeron
Road, N., Stillwater, MN 55082. Additional opportunities to
share your input on the project will occur throughout the
scoping process, beginning in Spring 2014.

For more information

Study Process
March 3, 2014
Notice of intent to
prepare a Draft EIS
published in the
Federal Register,
EQB Monitor, and
local media

How can I share my ideas about the
Gateway Corridor?

March 3, 2014 - April 16, 2014
• Attend a public open house
- Monday, March 24th
Guardian Angels Church
- Tuesday, March 25th
Conway Recreation Center
• Attend PAC Meeting
- Thursday, April 10
Woodbury City Hall
• Send an email
• Send a letter

visit www.thegatewaycorridor.com
email gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us
Facebook www.facebook.com/gatewaycorridor
call 651-430-4300

Early 2015 DRAFT EIS PUBLISHED

[ PREPARE DRAFT EIS ]

Summer 2014 SCOPING DECISION DOCUMENT
PUBLISHED
This report will describe the transit alternatives and
environmental issues that will be studied in the
Draft EIS. Comments received during Scoping will
be responded to in this report, which will be
available at www.thegatewaycorridor.com and at
libraries and city halls in the corridor.

FINAL EIS

Early 2015 DRAFT EIS
COMMENT PERIOD BEGINS
Comment on the contents of
the Draft EIS
• Attend a public hearing
• Send an email
• Send a letter

Agenda Item #7
DATE:

March 7, 2014

TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

State and Federal Legislative Update

State Update
Session officially convened on Tuesday, February 25. By law, legislators must adjourn by May 19.
Budget Surplus
Minnesota Office of Management and Budget (MMB) Announced $1.233 billion surplus for Fiscal Year
2014-2015 (through July 2015). Legislators will use this number to begin their constitutional obligation
to balance the state budget. This forecast is a $408 million improvement over last November’s forecast.
Governor Dayton Announces Supplemental Budget Proposal
Governor Dayton announced his supplemental state budget proposal. While the state’s Fiscal Year 20142015 budget was established during last year’s legislative session, this year the legislature has an
opportunity to make adjustments due to the $1.2 billion budget surplus recently announced.
Dayton’s supplemental budget includes:

•
•
•

$616 million in tax cuts (which include $321 million to repeal last year’s business to
business taxes on warehouse, large equipment repair, and telecom equipment, and
$301 million for federal tax conformity),
$455 million added to the budget reserve, and
$162 million for “essential expenditures."

The governor’s full proposal can be found online.
http://mn.gov/governor/newsroom/pressreleasedetail.jsp?id=102-117142
The legislature is expected to pass their own supplementary budget proposals in the coming weeks.
Federal Update
Below is the Federal Updates prepared by Lockridge, Grindal and Nauen (LGN) for the Counties Transit
Improvement Board (CTIB).
Weekly Update for Week of March 3rd

This week President Obama's Administration released its federal budget request for Fiscal 2015,
outlining desired funding levels for federal departments, agencies and programs. The budget, released
Tuesday, proposes $3.9 trillion in outlays for fiscal 2015, a $250 billion increase from the $3.6 trillion
estimated for Fiscal 2014.
In this Update:
Obama Administration Releases Fiscal Year 2015 Budget
House Tax Reform Proposal Includes Highway Trust Funding
Appropriations Deadlines Released
Key Upcoming Dates
Special News, Notes and Events
Minnesota Delegation Notes
Additional Media
Obama Administration Releases Fiscal Year 2015 Budget
Request
The White House released its budget request for the 2015 fiscal year on Tuesday, March 4th, prompting
Congressional Appropriators to take the first steps in crafting an annual spending plan and returning to
regular order in the Congressional budget process. President Barack Obama's budget for the next year
will come a month after the February 3rd statutory deadline, a consequence of the delayed release of
Fiscal 2014 appropriations that passed Congress on January 15th. Aside from the appropriations delay in
Congress, late release of the President's budget is also a consequence of continued disputes between
Congress and the White House over fiscal issues.
The White House plan aims to replace the sequester cuts to federal discretionary spending starting in
Fiscal 2016 and warns that the caps set under the Budget Control Act are not enough to invest in the
country's future needs. "Without taking action, funding levels for 2016 and beyond will continue to
preclude the investments needed to protect our nation or enable our economy to achieve its full
potential, since the (budget agreement) did not provide even partial sequestration relief after 2015,"
the statement from the Office of Management said.
In a statement, the White House said if all of President Obama's budget proposals were implemented,
deficits would stabilize at less than 2 percent of the economy and could shift into a surplus starting in
fiscal 2018. It projects that debt would peak at 74.6 percent of GDP in fiscal 2015 before falling to 69
percent of GDP in 2024.
Medicaid and Medicare
The budget proposal draws on familiar ideas for revamping Medicare and Medicaid and avoids major
structural changes to the programs. The proposal's changes to federal health programs would save
approximately $402 billion over 10 years, including $354.1 billion in cuts to Medicare providers and $8.9

billion in savings from Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program.
According to the Administration, the proposal would extend the solvency of Medicare's health insurance
trust fund for approximately five years.
Transportation
The budget proposes a four-year, $302 bullion surface transportation reauthorization package that
would support critical infrastructure projects and improve America's roads, bridges, transit systems, and
railways. Included is a proposal to implement a new, four-year $10 billion freight program designed to
eliminate existing freight transportation bottlenecks and improve efficiency of moving goods. It would
increase funding for transit and passenger rail programs from $12.3 billion to $22.3 billion in 2015,
expanding transit capital investment grants, significantly improving existing and new intercity passenger
rail service. The proposal would permanently authorize the TIGER grant program, providing $1.25 billion
per year to help spur innovation by competitively awarding funding to projects.
Interior Department
The budget would grow the Interior Department's funding by 2.4% to $11.9 billion for Fiscal 2015 in
preparation for an anticipated boom in tourism. Specific funding will go to several initiatives including
the Bush-era "Centennial Challenge" and the newly minted "Opportunity, Growth, and Security
Initiative" that would seek to draw funding from both private and public sources. The budget also
recommends changing the way Congress appropriates money for forest fires as well as mandatory
funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. President Obama also suggested that additional
funding for energy programs under the Bureau of Land Management increase by 18% over its current
levels for fiscal 2014.
Rural Broadband
The budget proposes to double the current funding for broadband grants, from $40 million to $86
million, to serve the neediest, most rural communities, which are least likely to have access to highspeed broadband infrastructure. This level of funding is anticipated to support 16 rural communities.
Environmental Infrastructure
The proposal includes a dedicated source of long-term funding - reaching $900 million in 2015 - for Land
and Water Conservation Fund programs to support land conservation and resource protection. This
would increase funding for conservation of lands in or near national parks, refuges, forests and other
public lands. It would set aside $325 million in grant programs that assist States, Tribes, local
governments, landowners, private groups, and sportsmen in preserving wildlife habitat, wetlands,
historic battlefields, and regional parks.
Payments in Lieu of Taxes
The 2015 Budget proposes to extend mandatory funding for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes program
(PILT) for one additional year while a sustainable long-term funding solution is developed for the
program. The cost of a one year extension is estimated to be $442 million in fiscal year 2015.
Secure Rural Schools Act
The Budget includes a five-year reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools Act (SRS) with funding
through mandatory appropriations allocating $178 million for 2015.

House Tax Reform Proposal Includes Highway Trust Funding
On February 26th, House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dave Camp (R-MI) released draft
legislation to rewrite federal taxation across nearly every piece of the tax code. The proposal, which
would reduce a number of familiar and popular deductions for individuals and businesses, would be the
most expansive rewrite of the tax code since 1986 and would reshape policy from poverty aid to the
complex accounting maneuvers multinational corporations use to claim tax breaks.
Congressman Camp's proposed framework would sharply cut back tax rates for individuals and
corporations while eliminating or reducing many of the tax breaks that fill the code. The corporate tax
rate would be cut to 25%, which Congressman Camp argued would help the United States be more
economically competitive.
On the individual side of the code, the Camp draft proposes reducing the existing seven marginal
brackets for individual income taxes to two, at rates of 10% and 25%, and applying a 10% surtax to
certain professionals making more than $450,000 per year. The plan would also reduce the earned
income tax credit, a refundable credit that helps low-income individuals, which the Obama
Administration has wanted to expand.
The tax reform proposal also includes $126.5 billion in revenue dedicated to the Highway Trust Fund, to
supplement the Trust Fund's user fee revenues and fully fund highway and infrastructure investment
through the HTF for eight years.
Appropriations Deadlines Released
Congresswoman Betty McCollum (D-MN-04), who serves on the House Appropriations Committee has
shared with us their Committee deadlines for appropriations requests. The Congresswoman's office will
be accepting programmatic, report language, and bill language requests for each of the twelve
appropriations bills. In order to ensure that they meet the committee deadlines, all requests must be
submitted to her office no later than the internal deadline listed below.

Legislative Branch
Commerce, Justice, &
Science
Homeland Security
Agriculture
Defense
Finance
Transportation, Housing &
Urban Development
Energy & Water
State, Foreign & Other

Congresswoman
McCollum
Deadline
10-Mar
24-Mar

Committee
Deadline

24-Mar
24-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar

31-Mar
31-Mar
2-Apr
2-Apr
2-Apr

26-Mar
28-Mar

2-Apr
4-Apr

17-Mar
31-Mar

Operations
Labor, Health and Human
Services, & Education
Interior & Environment

28-Mar

4-Apr

28-Mar

4-Apr

KEY UPCOMING DATES
September 30, 2014
The comprehensive federal budget Congress passed in January of this year will expire on September
30th, which marks the end of fiscal year 2014.
March 15, 2015
While Congress passed legislation this week to raise the debt ceiling, action must be taken again prior to
March 15, 2015 or the nation once again runs the risk of defaulting on its loans.
Special News, Notes and Events
Association of Minnesota Counties Annual Legislative Breakfast
County Commissioners from across the State of Minnesota gathered in Washington, D.C. at the Library
of Congress this week to meet with Minnesota Members of Congress and participate in federal
legislative updates highlighting County priorities. The LGN Federal Relations Team organized a
Minnesota Delegation breakfast at the Library of Congress on Wednesday, March 5th and welcomed
Senator Al Franken, Senator Amy Klobuchar, Congressman Tim Walz (MN-01), Congresswoman Betty
McCollum (MN-04), Congressman Keith Ellison (MN-05),and Congressman Rick Nolan (MN-08) as
honored guests. Minnesota County Commissioners had the opportunity to meet with Members from the
entire Minnesota Delegation throughout the week.
Minnesota State Society - Celebrate Minnesota Cities Reception
Monday, March 10th, 5:00-7:00PM
Rayburn House Office Building (Room B-354), Washington, DC
Special Lunch Reception Honoring Senator Al Franken
Wednesday, March 12th, 12:00-1:00PM
Capitol Hill Home of LGN's Dennis McGrann
150 North Carolina Ave SE, Washington DC
Annual Minnesota Congressional Hot-Dish Competition
Wednesday, March 12th, 3:30PM
Dirksen Senate Office Building (Room 430), Washington, DC
MINNESOTA DELEGATION NOTES:

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) announced that her bipartisan bill to combat identity theft, the STOP
Identity Theft Act of 2013, passed the Senate Judiciary Committee and is on its way to the Senate floor.
Read more here.
Senator Al Franken, (D-MN) announced that, after a protracted period of appeals, the Army Corp. of
Engineers agreed on funding the completion of the Roseau flood control project. Read more here.
Congressman Tim Walz (D-MN-01) introduced the bipartisan IDEA Full Funding Act which would provide
additional federal funding that seeks to help educate children with disabilities. Read more here.
Congressman John Kline (R-MN-02) helped pass legislation that would allow truckers to drive more
hours to deliver propane to communities hard hit by the long winter. Read more here.
Congressman Erik Paulsen (R-MN-03) will be playing in the annual congressional hockey game to raise
money for several charities, including the Thurgood Marshall Fund. Read more here.
Congresswoman Betty McCollum (D-MN-04) celebrated the Tibetan New Year with the Dalai Lama at
the Sports Arena of Augsburg College. Read more here.
Congressman Keith Ellison (D-MN-05) cosponsored (with Rep. Nolan) an editorial in the Star Tribune
that discusses current free trade negotiations. Read more here.
Congresswoman Michele Bachmann (R-MN-06) announced that her office is seeking submissions from
Minnesotan high school students as part of the annual Congressional Art Competition. Read more here.
Congressman Collin Peterson (D-MN-07) confirmed that he will be running for re-election in Minnesota's
7th Congressional District. Read more here.
Congressman Rick Nolan (D-MN-08) introduced a bill that seeks to provide some relief to logging trucks
by allowing them access to Highway 35 until April. Read more here.
ADDITIONAL MEDIA
"Permanent 'Doc Fix' May Be Threatened by House Proposal"
CQ NEWS- March 6, 2014
House GOP leaders may offset a bipartisan bill to change how Medicare pays physicians with a delay of
the health care law's individual mandate penalties, forcing Democrats to take a difficult vote next week.
The move could also kill - at least for now - the hopes of many that Congress would find a permanent
solution to the much-hated sustainable growth rate and move Medicare towards an improved payment
system that rewards quality over volume.
Rep. K. Michael Conaway, R-Texas, announced the vote during a colloquy Thursday, saying the bill would
be completely paid for, but that the offsets were still under discussion.
"The specifics of the pay-for have not yet been finalized. There are lots of things that are under
consideration," said Conaway.
House Minority Whip Steny H. Hoyer asked whether the offset could involve delaying the law's (PL 111148, PL 111-152) individual mandate penalties, noting that doing so would lead to its likely opposition in

the Democratic-led Senate.
"If we use that as a pay-for, it seems to me it puts at risk" finishing the bill before March 31, when
physicians would next have their payment rates cut, said Hoyer, D-Md. On April 1, the current threemonth "doc fix" (PL 113-67) expires and physicians would see their rates cut by 24 percent.
That offset could be a dealbreaker for the legislation (HR 4015, S 2000) that represents a year's worth of
work and compromise among three committees - Senate Finance, House Energy and Commerce and
House Ways and Means.
According to the Congressional Budget Office, the bill would cost $138.4 billion for 2014 through 2024 to
replace Medicare's sustainable growth rate formula and replace it with new payment systems.
Only 27 House Democrats voted this week for a bill (HR 4118) that would eliminate the individual
mandate penalties for 2014, and the White House threatened a veto of that measure.
To offset the cost of the SGR replacement bill, the penalty delay would have to be much longer than one
year or be combined with other offsets. The Congressional Budget Office estimated the one-year delay
would result in about $9.4 billion in savings over 11 years because of projected changes in insurance
coverage under the bill. A GOP leadership aide said aides felt confident the offset would manage to cover
the bill's cost over 10 years.
In 2011, the CBO found that repealing the individual mandate would save $282 billion from 2012-2021,
mostly by reducing the government's payments for subsidized insurance through Medicaid and the law's
insurance exchanges.
"The loss of revenues from eliminating the individual mandate penalty would increase the deficit; but the
estimated savings from reduced subsidies are greater," the CBO said. The CBO also said that repealing
the mandate would increase the number of the uninsured from about 23 million nonelderly residents in
2021 to 39 million.
Although the House has a good chance of passing the bill, the Senate Democratic leadership is likely to
strongly resist any effort to delay the law's penalties. The Senate could choose to bring its version of the
bill to the floor with a different offset, but the time for lawmakers to find some compromise offset is
running out.
Rep. John Fleming, R-La., said if the replacement bill fails, he expects leadership to have another shortterm doc fix bill "in their pocket" that lawmakers can vote on to avert those cuts.
But another short-term patch would come as a huge blow to the many provider groups who have lined
up in support of the legislation.
Before Cantor made the announcement Thursday, members of both parties said they were preparing for
an "ugly" offset. Republicans were wary of cuts to nursing homes and hospitals, saying leadership had
said the cuts would have to come from savings in the health care industry.
"I am not going to shut down nursing homes and hospitals in my district to accomplish this," said
Fleming, adding, "If we're barely propping up one side of health care doctors by completely destroying
another part of health care, I don't see that as any real gain."
Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash., said he would not be surprised to see some kind of budget "gimmickry" in
order to pay for the bill.
"I assume they're gonna pay for it with something unattractive, but I don't know what it would be," he
said.
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., said earlier this week that even if the House manages to pass the bill, the Senate

may not be able to do the same. He said senators could look at whatever is chosen as the offset and say
it is not the right one.
"I don't think the will is there," Roe said of the Senate.
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TO:

Gateway Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Other Items

Items 8a. Meeting Dates Summary

Included below is a summary of the upcoming Commission and DEIS Study meetings.
Month
March
March
April
April

Meeting
Scoping Open House (Oakdale)
Scoping Open House (St Paul)
PAC – Public Comments
Gateway Corridor Commission

Date
March 24
March 25
April 10
April 10

Planned Start Time
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
2:00 PM
3:30 PM

Item 8b. Website and Social Media Updates

Facebook
The Gateway Corridor Facebook page was launched on Monday, February 20, 2012. The page currently
has 379 ‘Likes’. There have not been any instances where comments have had to be removed during
this reporting period.
YouTube
The four YouTube videos of the various alignments are still posted. The “views” of these videos ranges
from 190-500.
Website
For the month of February, there were 887 visits to the website. The website is averaging 677 visits per
month in the last month. Attached is a summary of the visits per month for 2013 and 2014.

Item 8c. Media Articles

Attached are media articles about the Gateway Corridor from the last month.
Action Requested:

Information.
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City looks to make Gateway station steering committee | Lillie Suburban Newspapers - Li... Page 2 of 6

As an added provision for St. Paul’s portion of the
proposed Gateway Corridor transitway, the city is
setting up a steering committee to involve residents
in planning East Side stations along the route.
The Gateway corridor is a proposed commuter
transit line that would connect residents of the
eastern suburbs and the East Side of St. Paul with
downtown St. Paul. Under consideration are a lightrail line or a new rapid-transit bus lane.
The proposed route would be built along the north
(/articles/2014/03/03/city-looks-make-gateway-station-steering-committee)

side of Interstate 94 on the East Side of St. Paul,
Maplewood, and part of Oakdale before

A map of the Gateway Corridor shows how the route would come from
the east suburbs into downtown St. Paul’s Union Depot. (submitted
graphic)

meandering on a yet-determined route ending up in
either Woodbury or Lake Elmo.
Though a $1.7 million study was funded for the
corridor, no funding to implement the project has
been identified.

According to a city-issued statement, the steering committee would be an intermediary between City Hall and residents,
making sure residents’ input is taken into consideration with the planning of stations along the proposed transit corridor.
“(The steering committee) does the grunt work that you can’t expect the broader community to do,” said Bill Dermody, St. Paul
city planner who’s in charge of organizing the steering committee.
Lyssa Leitner, planner with Washington County, said the committee would be a chance for residents to have their say in terms
of how the stations would be developed.
The route through St. Paul, if the project were to go through, is more or less set, Leitner said.
This includes the rough location of stops at the SunRay Shopping Center, on White Bear Avenue, Etna Street, Earl Street, and
Mounds Boulevard.
Leitner said while all the cities involved in the Gateway Corridor project had the option of forming steering committees, St. Paul
was the only one to do so. She suggested that was perhaps because St. Paul would have a larger number of stops than any of
the suburbs along the route.
To apply for a spot on the Gateway Corridor’s St. Paul steering committee, contact Bill Dermody for an application at 651-2666617 or bill.dermody@ci.stpaul.mn.us (mailto:bill.dermody@ci.stpaul.mn.us).
-- Patrick Larkin
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East metro previews Gateway Corridor transit project | Lillie Suburban Newspapers - Lilli... Page 2 of 8

East metro residents and leaders recently
previewed a project that would add 12 miles of a
light-rail train line or designated bus lanes, linking
St. Paul with neighboring suburbs, including
Maplewood, Oakdale and Lake Elmo.
The dozens of attendees of the open house Feb. 6
at Globe University in Woodbury shared ideas aloud
and on comment sheets, but a formal feedback
period (called scoping) is March 3 through April 16.
“There are some concerns people have, but this is
an opportunity to explore and help find the right
solutions,” said state Rep. JoAnn Ward, DFLWoodbury, at the open house.
The Gateway Corridor Commission is considering
two possible line alignments with two potential
modes of transportation. The group is made up of
individuals and organizations from the cities of
Afton, Lake Elmo, Lakeland, Maplewood, Oakdale,
St. Paul, West Lakeland Township and Woodbury,
and Ramsey and Washington counties.
One possible stretch would have busses or light-rail
trains travel along Inwood Avenue. Another would
wind along Interstate 94, include a Radio Drive
station and continue to Interstate 694 to the west of
an Oakdale business park (Crossroads/Oak). Also
being considered are north and south alignments
cutting through Lake Elmo to Manning Avenue and
the St. Croix River crossing into Wisconsin.
The system may include 11 stations and
connections to the regional transit system.
The project is in the early planning stage, where
organizers are still gathering feedback on the
options and working on a draft environmental
impact statement. With construction possibly
starting in 2018, a news release says the line could
be open for service by 2022.
Anticipating growth
While there wasn’t much talk about costs, those
involved with the plan are hoping that a light-rail or
a bus rapid transit system would attract revenueboosting development to the corridor.
“Money likes to go where money has been spent,”
said Lisa Weik, the Gateway Corridor Commission
chair and a Washington County commissioner who
represents a large portion of Woodbury.
(/articles/2014/02/19/east-metro-previews-gateway-corridor-transit-project)
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East metro previews Gateway Corridor transit project | Lillie Suburban Newspapers - Lilli... Page 3 of 8

Weik said that the corridor would be an
Gateway Corridor planners helped residents and community leaders
brainstorm ideas for bus or light-rail stops in Oakdale, Lake Elmo and
Woodbury at an open house Feb. 6 at Globe University in Woodbury. A
formal feedback period on the project starts March 3. (Kaitlyn
Roby/Review)

“infrastructure investment,” which could help attract
developers to the area.
She said there was a lot of “respectful curiosity and
interest” about the project at the open house.
“The public is starting to realize this isn’t 10 years
off,” she said. “It’s more tangible. They want to

make sure we do it right.”
The population within the I-94 area is already expected to increase by 30 percent by 2030, jumping from the estimated
300,000 people who are now living there.
Hundreds of thousands of cars are crossing the St. Croix River to enter St. Paul daily, planners say.
While many appeared excited about the possibility of connecting the metro and the suburbs through public transit, some didn’t
want attendees to forget it costs money.
A Move MN campaign representative was handing out cards, reminding attendees that the project needs funding in order to
happen. The organization is pushing state lawmakers to increase transit funding in the 2014 legislative session.
Improving commute, opening up job options
Richard Gilbert of Oakdale has taken a bus from the park-and-ride lot at Guardian Angels Catholic Church in Oakdale to
Minneapolis, where he works in brokerage and financial planning.
He said he attended the session because he’s interested in improving express transit service between the eastern suburbs
and the metro area.
While the light-rail or express bus lane would improve his commute by offering an alternative to driving, Gilbert noted that more
traveling amenities could also draw business to cities along the corridor.
“I’m just glad to see us get involved,” he said. “It’s time for St. Paul to catch up with Minneapolis.”
Mark Jenkins, a Maplewood representative on the Gateway Corridor citizen advisory committee, has helped organize the
upcoming scoping meetings.
He said organizers wanted to involve the public early in deciding where the bus or light-rail could potentially go, hosting the
open house prior to the 45-day scoping period.
“We’re here early so you can say, ‘I want to stop here or I don’t want to stop here.’” Jenkins said.
Drawing on his experience using the transit systems of New York and Washington, D.C., Jenkins said he would prefer a lightrail system, because it’s accessible to everyone, and he finds it more convenient than bus routes.
“But, it’s not my decision,” he added. “It’s the community’s decision.”
Kaitlyn Roby can be reached at 651-748-7814 and kroby@lillienews.com (mailto:kroby@lillienews.com). Follow her at
twitter.com/KRobyNews.

Chances to weigh in
Gateway Corridor comments related to station locations, proposed routes, types of transit and
other issues can be submitted during the formal “scoping” period March 3 through April 16. A
booklet with more information on possible routes and stops will soon be distributed online and
at libraries and city halls in the project area.
Send feedback by:
Emailing gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us
(mailto:gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us)

Mailing comments to Andy Gitzlaff, project manager, at Washington Public Works, 116600

http://www.lillienews.com/articles/2014/02/19/east-metro-previews-gateway-corridor-transi... 3/5/2014
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Myeron Road N., Oakdale, MN, 55128.
Faxing them to 651-430-4350
Or attend open houses:
• 4:30-6:30 p.m. March 24 at Guardian Angels Catholic Church, 8260 Fourth St. N., Oakdale.
• 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. March 25 at Conway Recreation Center, 2090 Conway Ave., St. Paul.
• 2 p.m. April 10 at Woodbury City Hall, 8301 Valley Creek Road, Woodbury.
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Gateway Corridor project coordinators say construction on the proposed
transit project could start in less than five years.
But before moving forward with planning, they’re asking for community
feedback.
A public comment period started
Monday, March 3, and will continue
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month coordinators entered the “scoping phase” which will help determine
transit alternatives.
The scoping process relies on the public for feedback, said Andy Gitzlaff,
project coordinator.
The Gateway Corridor Commission will then review comments and narrow
down options to pick a preferred mode before it goes to local government
bodies.
Scoping is part of the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) process,
which is federally required to receive transit funding.
DEIS began in June 2013 and is expected to take 20 months to complete. After
that, it will be presented to the Metropolitan Council for consideration.
The first scoping open house will be held from 4:30-6:30 p.m. March 24 at
Guardian Angels Church in Oakdale. The second is slated for 4:30-6:30 p.m.
March 25 at the Conway Recreation Center in St. Paul.
For comments, email gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us.
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Riham Feshir
Riham Feshir has been a reporter/ photographer with the Woodbury Bulletin since 2011. She covers Woodbury City
Hall, Washington County Board of Commissioners and business news around the city. Riham holds a bachelor’s
degree in journalism and mass communication from the University of Minnesota. She previously worked for two
other Forum Communications newspapers in Central Minnesota. Follow Riham on Twitter @RihamFeshir for the
latest updates.
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Public input sought on Gateway Corridor transit plans
By Elizabeth Mohr emohr@pioneerpress.com TwinCities.com-Pioneer Press
Posted:

TwinCities.com

Planners for the east metro's Gateway Corridor are seeking public input.
As part of what's called the "scoping process," planners want to hear opinions about whether transit is
needed in the corridor, what its purpose should be, the transit alternatives that have been proposed and
the effects that should be evaluated, according to information given to the Washington County Board of
Commissioners on Tuesday by project manager Andy Gitzlaff.
The corridor extends from Union Depot in downtown St. Paul to the state line, generally along Interstate
94.
The Gateway Corridor Commission will consider the public input as plans for transit move forward.
Gitzlaff said 2014 activities for the corridor will include efforts to secure funding from the Legislature,
increased public outreach and the continuation of a draft environmental impact study.
Washington County commissioners have been actively involved in corridor planning, though concerns
over cost linger.
"The elephant in the room is how we're going to pay for all this stuff," commissioner Gary Kriesel said
Tuesday. "A determination has been made to pursue transit alternatives in Washington County ... now it's
about figuring out the financing."
Residents can offer comments at meetings from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. March 24 at Guardian Angels Church in
Oakdale, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. March 25 at Conway Recreation Center in St. Paul and at 2 p.m. April 10
at Woodbury City Hall.
For those who cannot make it to a meeting, comments can be submitted by calling 651-430-4300,
emailing gatewaycorridor@co.washington.mn.us, faxing 651-430-4350 or visiting thegatewaycorridor.com.
The Gateway Corridor Commission was formed in 2009. A two-year, $1.74 million study completed in
2013 narrowed transit options for the corridor.
Planners say the corridor is congested and there are no plans to expand I-94, so commuters need transit.
Light rail and dedicated-lane bus rapid transit have been identified as the two most viable options.
Of the two options being studied by the commission, the bus rapid transit in dedicated lanes would cost
about $400 million to build, and light rail $920 million.
The cost would be divided among the agencies involved: 50 percent from the federal government, 30
percent from the Counties Transit Improvement Board (which gets its revenue from a quarter-cent sales
tax in five metro counties), 10 percent from the state, and 5 percent each from Ramsey and Washington
counties.
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Elizabeth Mohr can be reached at 651-228-5162.
Follow her at twitter.com/LizMohr.
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